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PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS ON COVID-19 AND ANSWERS BY THE 
SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 
 
Thursday 28 January 2021 
 
First Ministers Questions relating to COVID-19 on 28 January are included at 
page 12. 
 
Written questions lodged on 28 January can be found on pages 13 & 14. 
 
 
ANSWERS TO PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS (Received on 28 January) 
 

Government Initiated Questions 
 
David Torrance (Kirkcaldy) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether it will provide an update on the work being carried out to support 
the health and wellbeing of Scotland’s health and social care workforce at this time. 
 

S5W-34822 
 

Clare Haughey: The Scottish Government is very grateful to all health and care staff 
for their hard work, commitment and professionalism over the Covid-19 response. 
 
As we outlined on 22 January, the Scottish Government is pleased to be able to make 
£500,000 available to Boards and Health and Social Care Partnerships to fund 
additional practical support this financial year, in recognition of the support that health 
and social care staff may need at this time.  
 
Today I have written to the Health and Sport Committee outlining the range of 
measures that the Scottish Government is taking to support the health and social care 
workforce.  
 
This includes an update on the funding being allocated to Health Boards to enable 
them to recruit psychologists and other staff dedicated to supporting the mental health 
of the health and social care workforce. This funding will create up to 16 FTE posts to 
support the workforce over the next two financial years.  
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This funding to Boards is one component of a wider programme of work through the 
Health and Social Care Mental Health Network to support the wellbeing and mental 
health of the workforce, in line with the commitments made through the Programme 
for Government.  
 
This includes the development of our National Wellbeing Hub and digital resources, a 
National Wellbeing Helpline and a new Workforce Specialist Service.  
 
The Scottish Government will continue to work with partners across health and social 
care to respond to the emerging needs of the health and social care workforce. 
 

 
Ministerial portfolio: Economy, Fair Work and Skills 

 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government whether supermarkets will be required to ensure that 
shopping orders for home delivery are placed in carrier bags so that those delivering 
the order are not required to enter the property, as a means to reduce any risk of 
COVID-19 infection. 
 

S5W-34643 
 

Jamie Hepburn: Currently drivers are advised not to take the groceries inside the 
customers house to reduce the risk of COVID-19 infection. The driver delivers the 
groceries to the door and it is for the customer to take the crate, the bags or items 
inside the home to unpack. If this causes difficulties to the customer they are advised 
to contact the supermarket for assistance. 

 
Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government, further to the answer to question S5W-34595 by Jamie 
Hepburn on 21 January 2021, whether the guidance for car dealerships applies to 
companies that buy cars from motorists and resell them. 
 

S5W-34724 
 

Jamie Hepburn: The relevant regulations and guidance are applicable to all car 
dealerships and it is up to those businesses to ensure that they adhere to them. Indoor 
car showrooms must close and outdoor vehicle lots must ensure that car sales are 
operated lawfully and safely and in line with the relevant guidance. In addition, the 
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current stay at home regulations state that people should only leave their homes for 
an essential purpose.  

 
 

Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
what its response is to reports that social distancing measures are not being followed 
at Ferguson Marine shipyard, and what the reasons are for its position on this matter. 
 

S5W-34627 
 

Fiona Hyslop: Ferguson Marine has always complied with Scottish Government 
guidelines on Covid-19 and has worked closely with trades unions to make sure there 
are robust measures in place, and these have limited in-yard transmission to a single 
case since work at the yard restarted in June 2020.  
 
Separately, management suspended production at the yard to undertake a full review 
of the Covid-19 prevention measures in place and to reconfigure the workplace 
amenities/canteen to comply with revised social distancing requirements. Both 
Scottish Government and Fergusons management remain fully committed to ensuring 
that Fergusons continues to provide the safest possible working environment for its 
people. 

 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Education and Skills 
 
Alexander Burnett (Aberdeenshire West) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government what its position is on whether, under the 
COVID-19 restrictions, people who experience issues with utilities in their home are 
permitted to stay in a hotel or other accommodation while the issue is being remedied. 
 

S5W-34645 
 

John Swinney: Right now, unless you have an essential reason to go out, everyone 
must Stay at Home in order to slow the spread of the virus, to protect the NHS from 
being overwhelmed and allow time for the vaccine rollout. These essential reasons 
include activities in connection with moving home or essential maintenance of 
residential property. In the circumstances where it was not possible to stay in the home 
due to issues with utilities, it would be allowable to leave the home and stay in a hotel 
or other accommodation. While all holiday accommodation is closed to tourism. 
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Hotels, B&Bs and self-catering accommodation can remain open for essential 
customers only. This includes anyone who is unable to return to their main residence.  
 
The Stay at Home Guidance ( Coronavirus (COVID-19): stay at home guidance - 
gov.scot (www.gov.scot))  

 
 

Daniel Johnson (Edinburgh Southern) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what communication it has had with universities regarding the return of 
students; what COVID-19 testing is in place for their return; how many students it 
anticipates will return, and what its advice is to university students who are currently 
preparing to return to their (a) university and (b) private student accommodation. 
 

S5W-34548 
 

Richard Lochhead: The Scottish Government continues to engage regularly with the 
college and university sectors, NUS Scotland, trade unions and student 
accommodation providers on a range of matters, including the return of students to 
campus.  
 
Following the First Minister’s announcement on 8 January that the planned staggered 
return of students at the start of the new term would be extended, we published revised 
guidance for colleges, universities and student accommodation providers on 15 
January, which sets out more detail on the staggered return and the measures 
institutions and accommodation providers should take to ensure the safety and 
wellbeing of staff and students. An FAQ is also available for students on the Student 
Information Scotland website. 
 
Our revised guidance makes clear that during the current period of lockdown 
restrictions, any university education that can be done online must be done online. 
Our advice to all students is not to return to term-time accommodation until they have 
been told by their institution that in-person learning is starting. Campus and student 
accommodation may be open but only for students who have remained over the winter 
break and other exceptional returners, where their attendance is critical and time-
sensitive to their course or assessment and cannot be delivered remotely or 
postponed, essential placements or student wellbeing. The guidance is explicit that 
numbers returning to college and university must be kept to an absolute minimum and 
the Scottish Government will work with the college and university sectors to monitor 
the numbers returning. 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-update-first-ministers-statement-8-january-2021/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-universities-colleges-and-student-accommodation-providers/pages/temporary-lockdown-guidance/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-universities-colleges-and-student-accommodation-providers/pages/temporary-lockdown-guidance/
https://www.studentinformation.gov.scot/coronavirus/term-two
https://www.studentinformation.gov.scot/coronavirus/term-two
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We are building on our experience of providing rapid-result asymptomatic testing to 
some categories of students before the winter break. For term 2, two rapid-result tests 
will again be offered to students changing household – the first on arrival, the second 
three days later. Testing will also be available for students who have remained in 
college or university accommodation over the holiday period.  

 
 

Claire Baker (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what plans it has to introduce support bubbles for families with new 
babies and children under the age of one. 
 

S5W-34592 
 

Maree Todd: We recognise that this remains an exceptionally challenging time for 
many families, including those with young children, and we are working across the 
public and third sector to ensure that support is there for anyone who needs it. For 
households with caring responsibilities (for a person of any age) there are exemptions 
to restrictions on household visiting and travel to provide care or support to a 
vulnerable person. Informal childcare rules also apply, where there is an essential 
childcare need. Further guidance on this is on the ParentClub website. 
 
In terms of support bubbles, currently two households can form an extended 
household if one of the adults lives alone, or lives alone with children under 18 years 
old; or if two adults are in a relationship and they do not live together. For social support 
up to two people from two separate households can meet outdoors for social 
interaction. Children under the age of twelve from these households do not count 
towards the total number of people permitted to gather outdoors, so a parent can still 
meet another parent with their babies and any other children under 12. The Scottish 
Government does not intend to revise the extended household rules to include all 
parents with a child under the age of 1 at this time, due to the ongoing prevalence of 
the COVID-19 virus.  
 
There are, however, measures in place to ensure that families, particularly new 
parents, continue to get access to the support that they need. This includes access to 
universal services, such as maternity services and health visiting, to further aid access 
to any local community supports. The new national Family Support Directory, available 
on ParentClub, also provides access to further sources of information for parents and 

https://www.parentclub.scot/articles/your-guide-childcare
https://www.parentclub.scot/family-support-directory
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direct support on a broad range of issues, such as support on childcare, mental health 
and wellbeing and family relationships.  
 
In recognising the particular needs of babies and young children, the Coronavirus 
(COVID-19): organised activities for children supplementary guidance was updated on 
5 January 2021 for the safe running of organised activities for children and young 
people during lockdown. The guidance sets out the maximum number of adults who 
can attend parent/baby or toddler groups (under 5s) and associated organised 
activities at any one time, to provide more flexibility in this age group. 

 
 

Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government whether it will provide funding to meet the childcare costs of 
keyworkers who have to pay for additional childcare due to family carers having to 
shield. 
 

S5W-34593 
 

Maree Todd: All nurseries and out of school care settings can currently remain open 
but should only accept children of keyworker families or vulnerable children.  
 
All 3 and 4 year olds and eligible 2 year olds can access at least 600 hours of funded 
early learning and childcare each year. We are investing £2 billion over five years to 
almost double that funded entitlement to 1140 hours, and many local authorities are 
already delivering that offer. 
 
Essential informal childcare is allowed under the restrictions currently in place in 
Scotland. On 5th January, the Chief Medical Officer wrote to all individuals on the 
shielding list, and parents and carers of children who are advised to shield. 
 
We have made £15 million of funding available to local authorities at protection level 
4 to strengthen their local response and support the needs of people in their 
communities who don’t have support networks and are struggling with the restrictions 
or guidance at protection level 4, particularly those most at risk through health or social 
inequalities. This could include people at higher clinical risk such as those shielding, 
older people or people with disabilities who encounter barriers that emerge at level 4, 
for example in accessing food. 
 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-organised-activities-for-children-from-5-january-2021/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-organised-activities-for-children-from-5-january-2021/
https://www.parentclub.scot/articles/your-guide-childcare
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Anyone requiring support as a result of these restrictions, who cannot get the help they 
need from family or friends, should contact the free-phone national helpline on 0800 
111 4000 which continues to provide a free-phone connection to local authorities. 
Local officers will assess need and can provide a range of support.   

 
 

George Adam (Paisley) (Scottish National Party): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether it will provide an update on the coronavirus legislation in place. 
 

S5W-34841 
 

John Swinney: Amending Regulations were made to the Health Protection 
(Coronavirus) (Restrictions and Requirements) (Local Levels) (Scotland) Regulations 
2020 and the Health Protection (Coronavirus, Restrictions) (Directions by Local 
Authorities) (Scotland) Regulations 2020 today. 
 
These Regulations amend the Health Protection (Coronavirus) (Restrictions and 
Requirements) (Local Levels) (Scotland) Regulations 2020 to provide that premises 
which are required to close to the public or operate in restricted ways in Level 3 and 4 
areas may be used for purposes connected to an election if they are suitable premises 
which a returning officer or electoral registration officer has requested the use of in 
connection with the carrying out of any of their functions. 
 
These Regulations adjust the restrictions on drive-in and drive-through events to make 
clear that they are not permitted in Level 3 and Level 4 areas. 
 
These Regulations adjust to examples of a reasonable excuse to enter a Level 4 area 
to bring the marriage, civil partnership and funerals excuses into line with the excuses 
to leave home for those living in a Level 4 area. 
 
Finally, these Regulations extend the expiry date of The Health Protection 
(Coronavirus, Restrictions) (Directions by Local Authorities) (Scotland) Regulations 
2020 from 31 January 2021 to 31 March 2021. This changes brings the expiry into line 
with the Health Protection (Coronavirus) (Restrictions and Requirements) (Local 
Levels) (Scotland) Regulations 2020. 
 
The Regulations have been published at 
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ssi/2021/49/made 

 

https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ssi/2021/49/made
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Ministerial portfolio: Health and Sport 

 
Daniel Johnson (Edinburgh Southern) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government how many deaths there have been since the start of the COVD-19 
pandemic that were as a result of difficulties in accessing treatment in hospital or 
cancelled appointments. 
 

S5W-34553 
 

Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 

 
Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, further 
to the answer to question S5W-33926 by Mairi Gougeon on 11 January 2021, whether 
it plans to gather the information that was requested regarding how many hospital 
patients have been discharged to hospices (a) untested and (b) after testing positive 
for COVID-19, and what the reasons are for its position on this matter. 
 

S5W-34563 
 

Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 

Daniel Johnson (Edinburgh Southern) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government how many clinicians have volunteered to support the NHS outwith their 
working hours since the start of the COVID-19 pandemic, and how they have been 
supported to do this. 
 

S5W-34564 
 

Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 

Donald Cameron (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government what action it is taking to recruit retired and 
former NHS staff to assist in the COVID-19 vaccination programme. 
 

S5W-34571 
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Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government how many people with (a) cystic fibrosis, (b) severe asthma, (c) chronic 
obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD), (d) interstitial lung disease and (e) 
sarcoidosis are being advised to shield from COVID-19. 
 

S5W-34572 
Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 

 
Jackie Baillie (Dumbarton) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what plans it has to prioritise frontline essential retail workers as part of 
the COVID-19 vaccination programme. 
 

S5W-34581 
 

Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 

Alex Cole-Hamilton (Edinburgh Western) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): To ask 
the Scottish Government how many health and social workers who qualify for the £500 
"thank you" bonus in recognition of their response to the COVID-19 pandemic have 
received the payment, and how many are yet to receive it. 
 

S5W-34584 
 

Jeane Freeman: I shall reply to the member as soon as possible. 
 
 

Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government how the updated care home guidance for family caregivers relates to 
residential care settings for younger adults. 
 

S5W-32707 
 

Jeane Freeman: Scottish Government published updated care home visiting 
guidance on 17th November and 14th December which relates to adult care homes 
including younger adults where they are in an adult care home. 
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This builds on existing visiting guidance first published in August, which outlines 
recommendations for safely resuming visiting in a staged way, both by family and 
friends, as well as those providing spiritual, holistic and physical and mental care and 
aligned to Scotland’s Strategic Framework Levels. 
 
For younger adults in other types of residential care settings for example supported 
accommodation, Health Protection Scotland guidance on COVID-19: Information and 
Guidance for Social, Community and Residential Care Settings applies (excluding 
Adult and Older People Care Home settings). Infection Prevention and Control 
Addendums have also been published for both Care Homes and Community Health 
and Care settings. The guidance can be found here: 
 

• https://www.hps.scot.nhs.uk/web-resources-container/covid-19-information-
and-guidance-for-social-community-and-residential-care-settings/ 

• National Infection Prevention and Control Manual: Home (scot.nhs.uk) 
 
 

Donald Cameron (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government how many (a) (i) NHS and (ii) social care staff 
and (b) care home residents will be vaccinated with the initial 65,500 doses of the 
Pfizer/BioNTech COVID-19 vaccine. 
 

S5W-33909 
 

Jeane Freeman: As of 23rd December Public Health Scotland are publishing weekly 
vaccination statistics on their website. As further vaccination data becomes available, 
PHS will consider expanding their reporting in line with this. 
 

Ministerial portfolio: Transport, Infrastructure and Connectivity 
 
Donald Cameron (Highlands and Islands) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party): To ask the Scottish Government, further to the answer to question S5W-
31900 by Paul Wheelhouse on 26 October 2020, what additional financial support it 
has provided to (a) CalMac and (b) NorthLink Ferries in each month since August 
2020 to enable it to respond to the financial pressures arising from the COVID-19 
pandemic. 
 

S5W-34192 

https://www.hps.scot.nhs.uk/web-resources-container/covid-19-information-and-guidance-for-social-community-and-residential-care-settings/
https://www.hps.scot.nhs.uk/web-resources-container/covid-19-information-and-guidance-for-social-community-and-residential-care-settings/
http://www.nipcm.hps.scot.nhs.uk/
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Paul Wheelhouse: Further to the answer provided to S5W-31900 the Scottish 
Government continues to provide additional financial support to CalMac Ferries Ltd 
and Serco NorthLink Ferries as detailed in the following table. 
 

 CalMac Ferries Ltd Serco NorthLink Ferries 

 £ £ 

August 2020  1,820,000  1,130,536 

September 2020 724,000  636,518 

October 2020 ** 747,000 473,993 

November 2020 ** 1,050,000 326,208 

 
** CalMac Ferries Ltd have submitted claims for additional financial support for 
October and November to the Scottish Government. However, the claims are as yet 
to be approved. 
 
These emergency funding measures have been taken to provide support to CalMac 
Ferries Ltd and Serco NorthLink Ferries allow them to continue covering costs whilst 
having lower revenues as a result of Covid-19 travel restrictions. 
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First Minister’s Questions relating to COVID-19 on 28 January 2021 
 

1. Ruth Davidson: Question to be taken in Chamber. (S5F-04751) 

2. Jackie Baillie: Question to be taken in Chamber. (S5F-04752) 

3. Willie Rennie: Question to be taken in Chamber. (S5F-04753) 

4. Patrick Harvie: Question to be taken in Chamber. (S5F-04754) 

5. Stuart McMillan: To ask the First Minister what consideration the Scottish 
Government is giving to providing funding to small businesses that are classed as 
essential and have no access to sector-specific support, but whose profits have been 
impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic and the advice to the public to stay at home. 
(S5F-04769) 

7. Sarah Boyack: To ask the First Minister what measures the Scottish Government 
is putting in place to catch up with the reported six-month backlog of cervical 
screening tests, and whether priority will be given to people who have previously had 
an abnormal result. 
 (S5F-04760) 

 

Answers to these and other questions can be found here. 
 
 

  

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5F-04751
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5F-04752
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5F-04753
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5F-04754
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5F-04769
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5F-04760
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=13083&i=118412
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Written questions lodged on 28 January 2021 

S5W-34815 Oliver Mundell: To ask the Scottish Government what assessment it 
has made of the impact that the extended period of limited support during the 
COVID-19 pandemic is having on parents' mental health, particularly those with 
young children who cannot access childcare. 
S5W-34816 Daniel Johnson: To ask the Scottish Government what consideration it 
has given to allowing (a) GPs and (b) pharmacies to order COVID-19 vaccine 
supplies directly, bypassing NHS boards. 
S5W-34817 Lewis Macdonald: To ask the Scottish Government what COVID-19 
testing regimes are in place in prisons for (a) prisoners and (b) staff. 
S5W-34818 Lewis Macdonald: To ask the Scottish Government how many (a) 
prisoners and (b) staff have received COVID-19 tests in each prison during each 
month since April 2020, and how many tests provided (i) negative and (i) positive 
results. 
S5W-34819 Lewis Macdonald: To ask the Scottish Government what steps are 
being taken within prisons to ensure that prisoners who have tested positive for 
COVID-19 are isolated from the rest of the prison population. 
S5W-34820 Lewis Macdonald: To ask the Scottish Government whether prisoners 
are routinely tested for COVID-19 before being transferred to other prisons. 
S5W-34821 Finlay Carson: To ask the Scottish Government what plans it has to 
introduce a medical exemption card to those who cannot wear a face covering. 
S5W-34823 Jamie Greene: To ask the Scottish Government when the national 
protocols for each COVID-19 vaccine will be published and communicated to 
healthcare officials. 
S5W-34824 Jackie Baillie: To ask the Scottish Government whether older people 
being discharged from hospital into temporary care home accommodation are 
receiving the COVID-19 vaccine.  
S5W-34827 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government what financial 
support it is making available to supply teachers during the current COVID-19 
lockdown. 
S5W-34828 Oliver Mundell: To ask the Scottish Government whether it has 
reviewed funding newly self-employed people are able to access where they are also 
claiming universal credit, in light of recent changes for taxi drivers.   
S5W-34831 Keith Brown: To ask the Scottish Government how many businesses 
(a) are eligible for the Small Business Bonus Scheme and (b) have been exempt 
from paying non-domestic rates in the financial year 2020-21 in response to the 
COVID-19 outbreak, in the Clackmannanshire local authority area. 

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34815
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34816
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34817
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34818
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34819
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34820
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34821
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34823
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34824
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34827
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34828
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34831
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S5W-34848 Neil Findlay: To ask the Scottish Government what its position is on 
whether people should wear face coverings at all times when they leave their home 
in order to prevent the spread of COVID-19. 
S5W-34850 Alexander Burnett: To ask the Scottish Government, regarding the 
current guidance which states that children under 12 can meet outside for organised 
activities, whether it will change this to instead refer to children attending primary 
school and younger, in order to prevent the potential isolation of some primary 
school children who will turn 12 from March onwards. 
S5W-34851 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government what plans it has 
to introduce COVID-19 testing into schools. 
S5W-34852 Alex Cole-Hamilton: To ask the Scottish Government whether it will 
publish the scientific basis for its decision to allow a 12-week gap between the first 
and second doses of the Pfizer COVID-19 vaccine; whether it is following the 
manufacturer’s instructions in this regard and, if not, for what reason. 
S5W-34854 Alexander Burnett: To ask the Scottish Government, in light of some 
people experiencing long-term symptoms of COVID-19, such as fatigue, that prevent 
them undertaking everyday tasks, when patients will be able to access treatment for 
the condition, long COVID, in a similar way to the services provided by NHS 
England. 
  

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34848
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34850
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34851
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34852
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-34854
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Searching for questions and motions 
 
While this report contains only questions and answers relating to COVID-19, 
answers to all parliamentary questions can be found in daily written answer reports, 
which are published here. 
 
All parliamentary questions and answers can also be searched for by keyword, MSP 
asking, Scottish Government Minister answering, as well as by date and other filters, 
through the advanced search function on the Parliament’s website here. 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/114044.aspx
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance

