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Dear Joe, 
 
The Public Audit and Post-Legislative Scrutiny Committee recently received an 
informal briefing from the Auditor General for Scotland on her powers under section 
22 of the Public Finance and Accountability (Scotland) Act 2000. 
 
A specific issue I wish to follow up is the Scottish Ministers’ power to lay section 22 
reports in the Parliament, along with the accounts in question. As you are aware, 
there have already been instances this session when Ministers have laid a report on 
the final day of a parliamentary term; this happened with the 2015/16 audit of NHS 
Tayside, which was published on 6 October 2016 shortly after close of FMQs, and 
the 2015/16 audit of the Scottish Police Authority, which was published mid-morning 
on 22 December 2016. 
 
We appreciate there are various factors, including the Act’s provisions, that influence 
the timescales for the production and laying of section 22 reports. However, it would 
be in no-one’s interest for the impression to be created that such reports may be laid 
at a time that could serve to reduce immediate parliamentary and media scrutiny. We 
therefore consider that there is a need for greater transparency around the period 
after the Auditor General signing off a final draft of a section 22 report and it being 
laid by the Scottish Government. 
 
I propose two procedural actions for you and the Auditor General to consider, which 
would provide the transparency we require— 
 



 Audit Scotland should inform the committee, via the clerks, when it has 
forwarded a section 22 report to the Scottish Government; 

 The Scottish Government should then immediately inform the committee 
when it intends to lay the document, with a presumption that it be laid as soon 
as possible. Where Ministers are unable to meet this requirement, the 
Scottish Government should inform the committee as to the reasons for this.   

 
I would be grateful if you could consider the approach outlined above and provide a 
response by 3 March 2017. I have copied this letter to the Auditor General 
 
Should you require any further information please do not hesitate to contact the 
Clerks on 0131 348 5390 or by email at papls.committee@parliament.scot  
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
Jenny Marra MSP 
Convener of the Committee 


