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Dear James, 

 

Scottish Government’s plans to expand the electric vehicle charging network 

 

Thank you for your letter of 6th December to my colleague the Cabinet Secretary for 

Environment, Climate Change and Land Reform regarding pre-budget scrutiny 

requesting further information on our plans for the electric vehicle charging network. 

As this activity in within my portfolio I am reply to your request. 

 

Before discussing future plans, it is important to stress that our work to expand the 

electric vehicle charging network does not sit in isolation. It is just one component of 

our overall objective of enabling a transformational  shift to low carbon mobility,  doing 

so in a way that generates economic opportunities whilst ensuring households and 

business across Scotland share fairly from the switch to electric vehicles.  

 

It is also important to highlight that Scottish Ministers have invested over £30m of 

funding since 2012, primarily to local authorities, into developing the publically 

available charging network in Scotland (Charge Place Scotland (CPS)). In addition 

we fund a comprehensive back-office which provides online information, fault-

reporting and administration of public access to the network. As a result of this 

investment, drivers of zero and ultra-low emission vehicles in Scotland currently have 

access to over 1200 public charge points on the ChargePlace Scotland network. And 

a recent Department for Transport league table1, highlights that Scotland has the 

most comprehensive public charging network of anywhere in the UK in terms of 

number of publically available charge points per 100,000 people.  

 

Continued support for electric vehicle charging 

 

All of our activity on continued support for the electric vehicle charging network is 

designed to support and develop charging opportunities which are most convenient 

to drivers and firmly grounded in the various Programme for Government 

Commitments we have made in recent years. As a result we focus our funding on 

supporting publically available chargepoints for journey and destination charging, 

                                            
1 http://maps.dft.gov.uk/ev-charging-map/, 

https://chargeplacescotland.org/


workplace charging to support business switching to ULEV and domestic charging to 

enable households to charge whilst at home.  

 

Publically available charging support  

 

The investment in public charging on the ChargePlace Scotland network has 

predominately been made through Transport Scotland’s Local Authority Install 

Programme (LAIP).  This programme provides grant funding to Local Authorities to 

install a mixture of charge points most suited to the local needs of the Authority in 

places like council owned car parks, leisure centres or office premises.  The budget 

for LAIP in 2019/20 is £8.5m and we anticipate it delivering around 300 additional 

charge points over the next 12 months. 

 

In addition to our direct support to Local Authorities, our Switched on Towns and 

Cities (SOT&C) challenge fund is supporting multi-year projects to establish 20 

electric towns and cities throughout Scotland.  As part of this work a significant 

number of additional public charge points are anticipated to be added to the network, 

including on-street charging to support those households without driveways.  The first 

phase of 5 confirmed projects will add around 300 additional public charge points 

between 2020-2021.  Further feasibility studies are being undertaken to provide a 

pipeline of projects with a second round of SOT&C planned for 2020. (LAIP/SOT&C 

Press Release) 

 

We also recognise that it is important to align the growth of EV charging with the 

requirements of our electricity networks. In August, the First Minister announced a 

new Strategic Partnership between the Scottish Government, including Transport 

Scotland, Scottish and Southern Electricity Networks (SSEN) and SP Energy 

Networks; that aims to explore new ways of coordinating the development and 

delivery of electric vehicle charging an electricity network infrastructure in order to 

ensure efficient investment and a fair distribution of cost across electricity consumers.  

 

The Strategic Partnership involves a joint commitment of £7.5m, which includes 

Scottish Government funding of £5m and at least an additional £2.5m from the 

network companies to support the delivery of trial and demonstration projects.    

Projects are still under development and will be announced ahead of financial year 

2020/21 and will focus upon a large scale pilot initiative within the SPEN licence area 

as well as an e-Tourism project in the SSEN licence area.  As part of the Strategic 

Partnership, SSEN are also supporting an optimised approach to the mapping and 

identification of infrastructure needs for new electric vehicle charging points along the 

route of the Electric A9. (Strategic Partnership Press Release) 

 

Additional public charging infrastructure on the ChargePlace Scotland Network has 

also been supported through the Strategic Installs programme delivered by the 

Energy Savings Trust.  This funding has been used to target specific sites that add 

resilience to or plug a gap in the network including some sites supporting the Electric 

A9 and is provided to private organisations hosting a publically available charge point.  

During 2019/20 this funding supported 40 publically available charge points in 

strategically important locations.  

https://www.transport.gov.scot/news/over-20-million-to-support-electric-vehicles-across-scotland/
https://www.transport.gov.scot/news/over-20-million-to-support-electric-vehicles-across-scotland/
https://www.transport.gov.scot/news/more-electric-vehicle-charging-points/


 

Finally, our Plugged in Households programme seeks to ensure that all households 

and communities in Scotland can benefit from the switch to electric vehicles. It has 

provided almost £1m of funding to not-for-profit housing associations, housing 

cooperatives and constituted community groups in Scotland to apply for funding to 

procure the services of a zero emission car club vehicle, for use by their tenants and 

the wider local community. (Plugged in Households Press Release) 

 

Workplace charging support  

 

We also provide support via the Energy Saving Trust for workplaces to install charge 

points to assist employers offering charging options for staff or to support a transition 

to zero or ultra-low emission vehicles in their fleet.   

 

These points may be open to staff members only, rather than the wider public, 

however the availability of charging points at a person’s place of work can have a 

significant impact on individuals decision to switch to a zero or ultra-low emission 

vehicle and reduce their need to utilise publically available charge points. 

 

During 2019/20 the scheme has supported over 250 workplace charge points. 

 

Domestic Charging support 

 

We offer an additional £300 contribution over and above the Office for Low Emissions 

grant scheme for the whole of the UK, for consumers to install a domestic EV smart 

charger in their drive, garage or property.  Those drivers with off street parking who 

have a domestic charger installed are more likely to use this charge point for all 

charging needs and only rely on a public charging network when undertaking long 

distance journeys of over 100 miles.    

 

The Domestic charging scheme is delivered by the Energy Saving Trust and has 

supported over 1500 installs of domestic chargers in Scotland during 2019/20.   

 

Growth of private charging networks in Scotland 

 

Commercial charging companies are pushing to grow market share in Scotland. And 

the case for their investment in charging infrastructure  is supported by the continued 

ambition shown from the Scottish Government to decarbonise the transport system 

and the growth of zero and ultra-low emission vehicles.  These publically available 

chargers are not on the ChargePlace Scotland network, however their provision and 

growth should be considered when looking at a complete picture of charging 

provision in Scotland, particularly with commercially attractive sites being some of the 

most visible such supermarkets, retail parks and motorway service stations.   

 

According to Zapmap, one of the most comprehensive mobile applications tracking 

charge points and a source for DFT reports, there are over 400 publically available 

charge points in Scotland on other commercial charging networks.  Although the 

Scottish Government have little certainty into the likely growth of investment in 

https://www.transport.gov.scot/news/further-funding-to-provide-alternatives-to-car-ownership/


commercial charging points in Scotland, engagement with industry and the wider 

transition to tariffs on the ChargePlace Scotland network will favourably increase this 

provision.   

Support for sector transition 

Alongside this activity to expand the charging network we are also working with a 

range of public and private sector partners to enable the development of skills and 

capabilities that will be required within the Scottish economy to support mass electric 

vehicle uptake and also to ensure that Scotland can realise the full economic benefits 

from the transition to EVs. 

In particular, Transport Scotland has developed a strong partnership with Skills 

Development Scotland and the Energy Skills Partnership in developing new training 

interventions to ensure that businesses are well-placed to support the maintenance 

and operation of EVs and the charging network.  Furthermore, an Industry Advisory 

Group, which I co-chair, has been established to identify interventions to help 

businesses secure opportunities in the zero emission automotive supply chain, 

bringing economic benefit and securing jobs in Scotland. This group will also consider 

the potential role of Hydrogen in decarbonising the use of heavier vehicles. 

Conclusion 

The information above demonstrates the comprehensive approach we are taking to 

grow and develop the electric vehicle charging network in Scotland and associated 

activity to ensure Scotland’s business and economy benefits from the switch to EV. 

Investment information covers activity being carried out through our current budget, 

and includes pipeline projects that will be delivered in upcoming financial years. It 

does not take into account future budgets and any subsequent investment.  

MICHAEL MATHESON 


