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Local Government and Communities 
The Scottish Parliament 
Edinburgh 
EH99 1SP Date: 24 February 2020 

Dear Mr McGrath 
 
EMPTY HOMES IN SOUTH LANARKSHIRE 
 
On 5 June 2019 South Lanarkshire Council were invited to provide evidence at a session of the 
Local Government and Communities Committee (LGCC) enquiry into Empty Homes in Scotland. 
 
The resulting report, issued in November 2019 set out details of the key issues which the 
Committee feels should be addressed to help get empty homes  back into use across Scotland . 
The report specifically referenced the lack of a dedicated Empty Homes Officer within South 
Lanarkshire with responsibility for overseeing the advice and assistance provided to owners of 
empty homes. 
 
In light of this reference I felt it would be appropriate to advise that on 5 February 2020 South 
Lanarkshire Council’s Housing and Technical Resources Committee approved the proposal to 
recruit a dedicated officer who will be dedicated to bringing empty homes back into use. A key 
function of this new role will be to facilitate a multi-service working group to ensure all services 
involved with assisting empty home owners are aligned in their approach.  
 
This approval follows a period of liaison with the Scottish Empty Homes Partnership, who have 
committed to part-funding this post for the first two years. South Lanarkshire Council however have 
underlined their long term commitment to tackling empty homes by recruiting to the post on a full-
time and permanent basis. 
 
South Lanarkshire Council has commenced recruitment for the new post, with the successful 
candidate anticipated to be in post to assist empty home owners by April 2020.  
 
I hope this information is of assistance to you, please do not hesitate to contact me if you wish to 
discuss any of these matters in more detail. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
Annette Finnan 
Head of Housing Services 


