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PMAS has no formal update on the zero valuation issue, as frankly there has been 
little or no change since our original submission, with the exception of the 
establishment of the Scottish Governments Working Party on the issue, of which our 
President, David Reid, is a member. Work by the group is at a very early stage with 
one meeting having been held and progress on various streams about to be 
arranged into sub-groups. 

Anecdotally, we have been advised that:  

• There are limited suppliers in Scotland who can carry out on site removal and 
investigation of EWS and following COVID-19 they have reduced the 
coverage. One identified by a member firm is based in Yorkshire and has 
limited travel north. 

• Insurers require to actively review developments via their risk teams. 
• COVID -19 has increased the logistical problems of arranging meetings of 

owners to agree surveys/remedial work.  

The situation remains a huge concern, with the expectation that, as lockdown 
measures ease, the challenges to homeowners in affected blocks who are at a re-
mortgaging stage, or wish to sell, will be significant and largely without answers.   

We still believe that legislation addition or amendment that would make it an 
obligation on joint homeowners to have their buildings surveyed, and a Scottish 
Government fund similar to that arranged for England, are key to moving the 
situation forward. We note that the £1bn fund arranged in England is well short of the 
£15bn likely to be needed south of the border, but it is still a welcome move towards 
easing the problems. In Scotland, there will also be a need for a fund, if we can get 
buildings surveyed. Neither of these touch on the ongoing challenge of contractors 
with appropriate insurance able to conduct necessary surveys.  All of these issues 
were covered in our original submission. 

  

 


