
 

Scottish Ministers, special advisers and the Permanent Secretary are covered by 

the terms of the Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016.  See www.lobbying.scot 
 

St Andrew’s House, Regent Road, Edinburgh  EH1 3DG 

www.gov.scot   
 

Minister for Local Government, Housing and Planning 

Kevin Stewart MSP 

 

 

T: 0300 244 4000 
E: scottish.ministers@gov.scot 

 

 

 

James Dornan MSP 
Convener 
Local Government and Communities Committee 
Scottish Parliament 
EDINBURGH 
EH99 1SP 
 

 

_              18 June 2020 
 
 
Dear James 
 
LOCAL GOVERNMENT AND COMMUNITIES COMMITTEE 
EVIDENCE SESSION OF 19 JUNE 2020: BUILDING AND FIRE SAFETY 
 
As the Committee clearly recognises, this is a very important area of work and I welcome 
your continued involvement.  Three years on from the Grenfell Tower fire, the terrible tragedy 
remains with all of us.  It is important that we continue to learn from the tragedy to ensure 
that it never happens again.   
 
We have implemented a range of reforms through the Ministerial Working Group on Building 
and Fire Safety which was established in the wake of the tragedy and remains active.  Work 
to implement further recommendations following our building standards reviews continues.   
 
Any new information that comes to light as a result of the inquiries into the Grenfell Tower 
fire will be reviewed so we can take any further measures necessary.  The Scottish 
Government’s Grenfell Fire Safety Working Group has been considering what actions, if any, 
are needed in Scotland in response to the Grenfell Tower Inquiry report published in October 
2019.  This Group reports to the Building and Fire Safety Ministerial Working Group which 
last met on 11 June.  We will also continue to work with local authorities, the Scottish Fire 
and Rescue Service and other partners to ensure we do all we can to keep people safe in 
their homes. 
 
As you are aware, I was anticipating appearing before the Committee on 1 April 2020, but as 
a result of the changing circumstances at that time the meeting was understandably 
postponed.  I was expecting to update you on actions taken since my appearance at the 
committee on 22 January 2020.  I will, of course, be happy to attend Committee when you 
wish me to do so, but in the meantime you may wish to be aware of a number of 
developments since earlier this year. 
 
I established a Ministerial Working Group to consider the issues arising from the mortgage 
lending and cladding, which met for the first time on 28 April.  We know for those households 
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affected, this can be a worrying time, and as you know I have had several discussions with 
stakeholders and urged the UK Government to take relevant action.  The remit of this group 
is to address the issues, risks and obstacles involved and to develop solutions.  This brings 
together representatives of bodies such as UK Finance, Royal Institution of Chartered 
Surveyors, Association of British Insurers, Property Managers’ Association Scotland, Law 
Society of Scotland, Homes for Scotland and Scottish Fire and Rescue Service.   
 
Members of the Ministerial Working Group include John Baguley of the Royal Institution of 
Chartered Surveyors and Nicola Barclay of Homes for Scotland, both of whom you are 
hearing from at the evidence session on 19 June. 
 
As the Committee may be aware, the Scottish Government published the High Rise 
Inventory on 20 March this year.  It is intended to provide an easily accessible central source 
of information on key aspects of the construction and fire safety features of high rise 
buildings in Scotland, based on the information provided by each local authority building 
standards department. 
 
In their role, the Scottish Fire and Rescue Service (SFRS) have advised that the High Rise 
Inventory will be a valuable resource for the fire and rescue service in providing immediate 
and up to date information on certain risks within a high rise building.  It will be used to 
inform incident decision making should a fire occur and also allow local crews that would 
respond to any incidents to use this intelligence for pre planning.  It will also be used to 
assist targeted prevention activities in buildings which may be more at risk through 
vulnerabilities and deficiencies relating to fire safety or building construction.   
 
The Ministerial Working Group on Building and Fire Safety has undertaken data collection on 
high pressure laminate cladding across a range of buildings in Scotland.  This work was in 
addition to the High Rise Inventory and has provided more detail on the systems installed 
and their fire performance. 
 
A Technical Working Group of experts has been established to develop a Scottish Advice 
Note on external wall systems.  This is in response to the UK Government, Independent 
Expert Panel’s Consolidated Advice Note that applies to England and was published in 
January and is needed to bring clarity to the different requirements and guidance in 
Scotland.  The technical working group is formed from technical experts from fire 
engineering, fire consultancy, research, academia, Scottish Fire and Rescue Service, Local 
Authority Building Standards, Fire Inspectorate, National Health Service and Scottish 
Government officials.   
 
The Group have met three times and officials are currently working on a draft version of the 
Scottish Advice Note prior to a targeted consultation over the summer prior to publication in 
the autumn.  Agreed notes of the meetings will be published on the Ministerial Working 
Group website in the near future.  The Scottish Advice Note will have a key role in 
addressing the fire safety of cladding and related mortgage lending issues. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.lobbying.scot/


Scottish Ministers, special advisers and the Permanent Secretary are covered by 

the terms of the Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016.  See www.lobbying.scot

St Andrew’s House, Regent Road, Edinburgh  EH1 3DG 

www.gov.scot 

I hope that you find this short update helpful.  As always, I will be happy to discuss these 
matters further with you in due course. 

Kind regards 

KEVIN STEWART 
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