
LGC/S5/19/PPFP/05 
 

 
1 

 

Local Government and Communities Committee 

Call for Views on the Period Products (Free Provision) (Scotland) Bill 

Submission from Clackmannanshire Council 

 

1. The Bill has been brought forward partly in response to concerns about 
"period poverty" - difficulty in being able to afford period products. Do you 
think period poverty is a serious issue in Scotland? Please provide any 
relevant information you may have to support your views.    

Access to period products should be a basic right but we know not everyone in 
Scotland can afford or obtain what they need. Clackmannanshire Council is 
committed to ensuring that all primary and secondary schools make period products 
free. Guidance to schools states that products should be easily accessed by young 
people, and that their privacy is ensured.   We strongly agree that no one in Scotland 
should have to pay for period products and support the overall aim of the Bill setting 
this out in law.   

2. The Scottish Government already has a scheme for free period products 
across schools, colleges and universities. Some public bodies also provide 
free products voluntarily. Do you have any experience of such schemes? If so, 
do they seem to you to be effective?  

Feedback from stakeholders indicates that there can be difficulty accessing free 
products outside of school hours.  While schools provide ‘holiday bags’ the provision 
of free period products by organisations other than schools would enable more 
discrete and appropriate access to products when needed. 

3. The Bill would allow the Scottish Government to require organisations 
other than schools and colleges to provide free period products. Do you 
support this? If so, what other organisations should be legally made to provide 
free products? 

When setting up a scheme to make free period products available we feel that it is 
important to also include actions to tackle the stigma and shame generated by 
stereotypes around menstruation.   

4. The Bill requires the setting up of a scheme for making free period 
products available. Do you have any views on what elements a scheme should 
include? In answering this question, you might want to take account of factors 
such as the importance of privacy, accessibility, value for money and the 
environment. 

N/A  

5. Do you have any other comments you wish to make about the Bill?  

Continual participation and consultation with children and young people should be 
integral to any plans around the provision of free period products. 


