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28 November 2018 
Dear Minister 
 
PUBLIC PETITION PE1686: HOMELESSNESS CRISIS IN SCOTLAND 

 

At its meeting on 21 November 2018, the Committee had its first consideration of the 
above petition. You will see from the terms of the petition that it calls on the Scottish 
Government to front load £40 million of £50 million in the five-year Ending 
Homelessness Together Fund to be spent in the first year to build new homes and 
refurbish existing properties. The petitioner considers that these new or refurbished 
units should then be used to house the core homeless, in tandem with support 
services, as part of an expanded Housing First policy. 
 
At the meeting, the Committee noted comments from Scottish Government officials 
providing some detail on how some of the Fund is to be spent. It was helpful to be 
provided with this information. However, the Committee agreed that it was important 
to hear directly from Ministers as to how it would respond to the petition, and to 
provide further details on the strategic thinking behind spending decisions being 
made in relation to the Fund, given that there has been recent policy announcements 
in this area. In this connection, the Committee notes the publication yesterday of the 
Ending Homeless Together High Level Action Plan, jointly prepared by the Scottish 
Government and by COSLA and in it, a statement by the Cabinet Secretary for 
Communities and Local Government (on page 5) that “achieving a fundamental shift 
to rapid rehousing, including making Housing First support available to those who 
need it will be a crucial part of preventing and ending homelessness.” The 
Committee would welcome views on whether the new Plan is consistent with views 
set forward in the petition. 
 
I would be grateful for a response by 9 January 2019. 
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Yours sincerely 
 
 
James Dornan MSP 
Convener of the Local Government and Communities Committee 


