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Dear Bob 
 
Update on the work of the Ministerial Working Group on building and fire safety  
 
Following the Ministerial Working Group on building and fire safety which met on 22 March, I 
thought it would be useful to provide the Committee with a progress update on each of the 
key programmes of work that are underway. You will be aware that the Ministerial Working 
Group focused on a range of measures to enhance and strengthen building regulations and 
fire safety and has established the following review groups: 
 

 Building Standards Compliance and Enforcement;  
 Fire Safety in Building Standards; and.  
 Fire Regime and Regulatory Framework for High Rise Domestic Buildings. 

 
The building standards compliance and enforcement review panel which is chaired by 
Professor John Cole, has now agreed a number of short and longer term proposals to tackle 
the issues for compliance and enforcement of building regulations. The panel are now 
developing these proposals into firm recommendations for the next meeting at the end of 
April. Professor Cole has agreed to present these final recommendations to the Ministerial 
Working Group in June. Following this, the panel’s recommendations will be published and 
subject to public consultation. 
 
The review of fire safety in building standards, which is chaired by Dr Paul Stollard is also 
progressing at pace. Their work to ensure the fire safety standards in building regulations are 
robust and clear has involved consulting with an international group of fire engineering 
experts from across the globe and commissioning bespoke research that will inform their 
final recommendations. The panel expect to agree final recommendations for Ministers to 
consider following an international peer review at the end of May. Dr Stollard has also 
agreed to present the fire safety in building standards panel’s recommendations to the 
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Ministerial Working Group in June. Following this, the panel’s recommendations will also be 
published and subject to public consultation. 
 
The Scottish Government led review of the fire regime and regulatory framework for high rise 
domestic buildings is also underway. As well as considering the statutory role of the Scottish 
Fire and Rescue Service (SFRS) in regard to high rise domestic buildings, the review has 
begun to analyse the current legislative framework and research how it is currently applied in 
practise and how it compares with other fire safety regimes across the UK and elsewhere. 
This will assist the review to identify where there may be gaps and opportunity for 
improvement. I am pleased that the Fire Brigade Union has agreed to be part of the advisory 
group for the review as their expertise and experience will be invaluable.  
 
As part of their ongoing work each of the review panel Chairs have agreed to meet regularly 
to ensure that any emerging recommendations take cognisance of the work of the other 
reviews. This will assist in ensuring joined up and strategic outcomes are achieved. 
Additionally, I am reassured that each of the reviews are progressing in such a way that they 
can be flexible and adapt to respond to any relevant evidence or information emerging from 
the Grenfell public inquiry, the police investigation and from the UK review of building 
standards. 
 
The inventory of high rise buildings commissioned by the Ministerial Working Group is also 
underway. It was necessary to test the data collection methodology and we are grateful to 
South Ayrshire Council for piloting the collection of data that the inventory will hold. The 
Ministerial Working Group expects that the inventory will be complete by the end of May. The 
next steps will focus on the options for maintaining the inventory going forward and utilising 
the information it holds. 
 
You may also wish to note that the Scottish Government recently hosted an event with Dame 
Judith Hackitt to assist her in learning about and understanding our system of building 
regulations in Scotland and, also to learn from our policies in relation to tenant and resident 
engagement. Dame Judith met with tenants and the housing regulator as well as a wide 
range of industry and building standard professionals. Dame Judith has since cited Scotland 
as having some valuable lessons to be shared. Dame Judith has agreed to keep Scottish 
Ministers informed as her work to produce a final report of recommendations nears 
completion and Ministers will speak directly with her before her report is published. 
 
You will be aware that the consultation on smoke alarms has concluded and that the Scottish 
Government made an announcement regarding smoke alarms in homes. The Scottish 
Government are determined that all homes should be safe for occupants, irrespective of 
tenure, and that is why we are extending the existing higher standards for fire and smoke 
alarms in privately rented properties across all homes. We know that the presence of working 
smoke and heat detectors significantly reduces casualties and fatalities as a result of fires 
within the home. We will now work with homeowners and social landlords to ensure they are 
prepared prior to the new regulations coming into force in approximately two years. 
 
Immediately following the tragic Grenfell Tower fire the Scottish Fire and Rescue Service 
(SFRS) embarked upon a national high rise fire safety campaign. SFRS have recently 
concluded an evaluation of the campaign. This highlighted that following the campaign 
individuals felt safer after receiving information and felt they knew what to do in the event of 
a fire. In response to the feedback from the evaluation, SFRS intend to produce their safety 
leaflet in other languages and will continue to promote home fire safety visits. 
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The Committee may also be aware of the recent media coverage around fire doors from 
Grenfell Tower being fire tested. Following advice from the UK expert panel a programme of 
fire testing additional doors is being developed but at this time there is no evidence to 
suggest a systemic issue. I want to reassure the Committee that the Ministerial Working 
Group is in close contact with the UK Government regarding this matter and should further 
information emerge we will be ready to act. For now however, we have written to Local 
Authorities and housing providers to alert them of the issue and advise them to check 
records for any purchases of fire doors that may have made from the manufacturer in 
question. I have also written to the manufacturer and the UK Government requesting that 
they share any information regarding the sale of these doors in Scotland.  
 
In regard to aluminium composite material (ACM) on domestic high rise buildings in Scotland 
you will be aware that the Ministerial Working Group collated information from Local 
Authorities and housing providers. Two private domestic buildings in Glasgow were identified 
with ACM. Glasgow City Council, the owners association and the developer are actively 
working together to survey the buildings and determine the likely costs and timescales to 
ensure the buildings’ long term fire safety. Glasgow City Council expect contractors to 
produce a final report by April. This will give the owners of these buildings clear information 
on which to base decisions going forward. 
 
You will also recall the Ministerial Working Group wrote to Local Authorities, housing 
providers and property factors regarding the structural safety of building with external wall 
insulation. Information was requested so that an analysis could be made on whether failures 
identified were in any way systemic. Whist some providers are yet to respond, information 
gained thus far suggests that the majority of failures are minor in nature and, where failures 
have been identified as structural there is no evidence to suggest a systemic problem. 
Assuringly in all cases where failures were notified work to rectify them is either complete or 
in progress. The Ministerial Working Group will keep a watching brief on this matter until all 
responses are received and analysed. 
 
I trust that the Local Government and Communities Committee will find this update useful 
and are reassured that the Ministerial Working Group continue to drive forward the 
programme work that will improve building and fire safety in Scotland. Our next meeting is 
scheduled for 13th June 2018 and I will update the Committee again following that meeting. 
 
Please do not hesitate to contact me or my officials should you require anything further. 
 
Kind regards 
 
 
 
 

 
 
KEVIN STEWART 
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