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Dear Bob 
 
MINISTERIAL WORKING GROUP ON BUILDING AND FIRE SAFETY –  FIRE DOORS 
 
You will be aware that today, 15 March 2018 the Rt Hon Sajid Javid MP, Secretary of State for 
Housing, Communities and Local Government made a statement in the UK Parliament in 
relation to the Metropolitan Police Service investigation’s discovery of a fire door from the 
Grenfell tower failing a fire test. The fire door, which was designed to resist fire for 
30 minutes, failed after 15 minutes. The Ministerial Working Group on Building and Fire 
Safety was made aware of the issue shortly before the statement was made however the 
sequence of the statement was carefully choreographed to ensure that survivors and victims’ 
families of Grenfell were in receipt of the information before it was made public. I am sure 
that you will agree that this was entirely correct. 
 
I am writing now however to reassure the Committee that the Ministerial Working Group and 
Scottish Government officials are in close liaison with UK officials about the matter. At this 
stage there is nothing to suggest this is a wider problem. The statement that was issued was 
a proactive and precautionary measure – to ensure that the public are given the right advice 
and that no negative action is taken by members of the public following the release of this 
information (e.g. removing fire doors which act as a barrier in the event of fire). 
 
The Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government is developing a testing 
programme to establish why the fire doors failed the fire test and if anything further needs to 
be done. The testing programme, which is expected to complete its initial stage by the end of 
April, will include: 

 Subjecting additional fire doors from the same batch and others to BS476-22 fire 
resistance tests 

 Methodical deconstruction and comprehensive visual inspections of a series of doors 
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 Analysis of materials used in the manufacture of this batch of fire doors 
 Investigation of the manufacturer’s supply records 

To reassure you, since 2005 building regulations in Scotland have required fire doors in new 
residential high rise buildings to resist fire for 60 minutes. This should mean that no high rise 
residential buildings granted a building warrant in Scotland since then, have been fitted with 
doors with only 30 minute fire resistance or indeed from the same batch of doors currently 
being investigated. 
 
Scottish Government officials will continue to liaise with UK officials on this matter and the 
Ministerial Working Group will carefully consider any information that becomes available to 
ensure that any necessary action is taken in Scotland.  I will continue to update the 
Committee with any relevant information as it becomes available. 
 
Kind regards 
 
 
 
 
 
KEVIN STEWART 
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