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Education Scotland – Who we are and what we do  
 
Education Scotland is Scotland’s national agency for quality improvement in 
education.  We promote improvement in all sectors of education and at all stages of 
the learning journey, from the early years to adult and continuing education.  The 
Agency sits within the DG Learning & Justice portfolio, responsible to Deputy First 
Minister and Cabinet Secretary for Education and Skills and works closely with SG 
Directorates for Learning, ESLL and Children & Families. It also provides direct 
policy support for Ministers in a few areas, specifically Community Learning and 
Development, Youth Strategy and Adult Learning.  
 
Education Scotland and Political Literacy 
 
Education Scotland has produced a number of resources over the past three years 
to support the teaching of political literacy in schools.  Political literacy is fundamental 
to two of the central tenets of the Curriculum for Excellence which are to ensure that 
children and young people grow to become effective contributors to their society and 
active citizens within it.  Political literacy is also critical to ensuring that pupils are 
engaged global citizens, caring about societies and people both close to, and far 
from home.   
 
Social studies within the Curriculum for Excellence 
 
Social studies can provide a variety of excellent opportunities to develop and 
encourage these skills through not only the broad general education for those 
children aged 3 to 15,  from the early years to the end of S3  but also in the Senior 
Phase (from S4-S6) through National Qualifications, such as National 4 and 5, 
Higher and Advanced Higher.  In the Broad General Education, social studies is 
divided into three organisers: people, past event and societies; people place and 
environment; and people in society, economy and business.  All three of these 
subject organisers for social studies provide opportunities to develop knowledge and 
skills about democracy, and rights and responsibilities in modern and past societies.  
At the Senior Phase, qualifications in Modern Studies, Geography, History, 
Economic History and Politics all make links to being an active and involved citizen.  
The skills of political literacy such as researching, discussing and debating are also 
excellent in enabling practitioners to approach controversial issues with confidence.  
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Helping to develop the voice of young people to be able to speak out about what 
they care about and to challenge decisions made by those in power is vital.  Young 
people must learn that they have the power to change the injustices they see in 
society and to shape a better future for themselves and others.  Political literacy is 
central to this development. 
 
Education Scotland Resources 
 
In 2014 prior to the independence referendum, Education Scotland produced 
Curriculum for Excellence briefing paper to support teachers in Political Literacy.  
The aim of this paper is to help practitioners in framing the context of political literacy 
and how it could be approached in all educational settings, through skills such as 
research and debate.   In 2015 Education Scotland then worked with a large range of 
partners, including the Electoral Commission, The University of  Glasgow, and local 
authorities to develop the ‘You Decide’ web resource.  It was created to help 
practitioners across all educational settings to develop confidence in teaching the 
skills of political literacy and the resource has a section dedicated to staff 
development.  It also contains a number of materials which can be used directly with 
learners, and it signposts resources which can be used to help practitioners develop 
the personalisation and choice of learners.  The ‘You Decide’ resource will now be 
adapted to fit onto the new Education Scotland website, the National Improvement 
Hub in due course. 
 
Education Scotland Partnerships 
 
Education Scotland has a strong and on-going partnership with the Electoral 
Commission.  ES staff have advised on a variety of methods to improve the voter 
registration resources being produced for schools to help engage 16 and 17 year old 
voters for the Scottish Elections last year and now the local council elections later 
this year.   The new toolkit ‘#Readytovote’ produced by the Electoral Commission 
has been developed for use in a variety of education settings and builds on the work 
done previously.  It is informative, easy to use and adaptable to fit into different 
settings within the school or community environment.  It takes 16 and 17 year olds 
through the process needed to register to vote and also helps them think about the 
issues that relate to council issues within their own communities to try to encourage 
them not just to register but also to vote. 
 
In 2016-17 Education Scotland has also been working with partners including 
Edinburgh University and Learning Link Scotland to offer national professional 
learning sessions for community learning and development practitioners on ‘Learning 
for Democracy’.  The aim of these sessions is to build up the skills and confidence of 
CLD practitioners (youth workers and adult educators) in particular and help to 
develop a professional learning space on the national online learning hub for CLD 
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practitioners, which provides opportunities for them to enhance their own skills and 
therefore improve the awareness and learning activities for young people. 
 
Education Scotland 
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