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Dear James 
 
Futher to Ms Campbell’s letter to Committee of 11 June I provide further information, 
particularly in the area of housing, that I hope the Committee will find helpful. 
 
Homelessness 
 
The Scottish Government and our partners have worked together to take swift action to 
ensure people experiencing rough sleeping or those in unsuitable accommodation have 
been accommodated in safe places. We do not want to see anyone return to unsuitable 
temporary accommodation or rough sleeping. Equally, we do not want to see the medical or 
social care they have accessed during this period withdrawn as we move out of this 
situation. 
 
I have reconvened the Homelessness and Rough Sleeping Action Group (HARSAG) for a 
short time under its previous chair Jon Sparkes, CEO of Crisis, to make recommendations to 
Ministers on what actions are needed to end homelessness during the pandemic and 
beyond. HARSAG are once again framing their work around a number of key questions, this 
time in light of the new situation we are in due to Covid-19. Their work is being taken forward 
at pace and HARSAG’s initial meeting took place on 5 June. In line with the Ending 
Homelessness Together Action Plan principles, this work will also be informed by people 
who have experience of homelessness and by the insights and expertise of those who work 
in homelessness services.  
 
When Ms Campbell met with the Committee in May I know that homelessness and 
particularly the availability of PPE for front line services was a concern raised by a number of 
members. I would like to reassure the Committee that my officials are and continue to be in 
regular communication with homelessness frontline services about their PPE requirements. 
Whilst there were some initial concerns raised from organisations at the start of the 
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pandemic about access to the right PPE, this is no longer the case. In the latest 
correspondence to frontline organisations (29 May) they were advised about the new PPE 
procurement agreement the Scottish Government has set up and invited them to let us know 
if they needed to access this. Only one organisation has requested access to this 
arrangement as they were having difficulty accessing some elements of PPE. This is now 
being addressed through the Lyreco arrangement. 

Help to Buy 

I am pleased to announce the Help to Buy (Scotland) scheme is to be extended by a year to 
31 March 2022 with a budget of £55 million allocated for financial year 2021/22, £15 million 
of which will be made available for the Smaller Developers Scheme. This one year extension 
gives us opportunity to reassess priorities next year, taking account of the economic 
conditions at that point in time and within the context of Housing to 2040. 

In phase 2 of our route map out of the Covid-19 crisis, we anticipate that restrictions on 
home moves will be relaxed.  So we are extending the missive and settlement deadlines for 
all our shared equity schemes, including the First Home Fund, Help to Buy and Open Market 
Shared Equity, to 30 September.  This will enable the majority of delayed cases to proceed 
from phase 2 onwards. 

I trust that this brief overview provides the Committee with a sense of work being taken 
forward across housing and homelessness as we move to the recovery and renewal phase. 

Kind regards 

KEVIN STEWART 
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