
 

 

   
11 June 2020 

   
Local Government and Communities Committee 
Scottish Parliament 
EH99 1SP 
 
by email: LocalGovernmentandCommunities@parliament.scot  
 
 
Dear Convener 
 
Evidence session to the Committee on Local Authorities and COVID-19 (3/6/20) 
 
I wanted firstly to thank you for the opportunity to provide oral evidence to the Committee 
on 3rd June as part of your work looking at the ways Local Authorities are responding to 
the challenges presented by COVID-19. I hope that members share my view that this 
was a useful and constructive session on an issue of vital importance.  
 
During the session there were points raised which I wanted to take the opportunity to 
follow up with you in writing.  
 
A question was raised relating to ALEOs and the Coronavirus Job Retention Scheme.  
In response to the question asked, I can confirm that ALEOs can, and in many cases 
have been accessing the furlough scheme. This has proven critical for many ALEOs and 
Leisure Trusts in remaining sustainable, so that these essential services can continue to 
benefit our local communities. 
 
The rate of staff absence in Local Authorities was also discussed. Councils, where 
necessary, have redeployed staff quickly to manage workforce capacity due to staff who 
are shielding, sick or self-isolating. COSLA, in conjunction with Local Government 
partners, have been collating data on several key indicators in relation to COVID-19, 
including with respect to staff absences. Based on unaudited data provided from the 
majority of Local Authorities, the average absence rate for the month of May was 12%. 
This data will be compared to other data sources to establish whether this represents a 
substantive change from the normal rates of absence.  
 
Lastly, thank you for writing to me on 5th June to draw attention to a letter from the 
Cabinet Secretary for Finance to you around additional funding for Local Authorities, 
clarifying the position regarding payment of the £155 million UK Government 
consequentials for Local Government, with the first payment being made the same day 
of the Committee meeting. As I stated at Committee, COSLA was aware that the 
payments would be made to Local Authorities during the month of June, but we had not 
had information as to when in June. We could not be aware therefore of a first 
instalment being made that morning. As I also stated at Committee, we had no 
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information to explain the timeline between our Leaders’ decision and the first payment 
to Councils.   
 
We remain committed to working constructively and in partnership with the Scottish 
Government to ensure that Local Authorities have the funding and resources required 
during this extremely challenging time to deliver the essential services that will see our 
local communities through the recovery of COVID-19, and beyond. 
 
I hope the information provided is useful and I look forward to continued engagement 
with the committee in the months ahead. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
 
Cllr Alison Evison  
President of COSLA 
 


