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_ 
19 December 2019 
 
Dear James 
 
 
Thank you for your letter of 1 October in relation to the High Hedges (Scotland) Act 2013 – 
Revised Guidance to Local Authorities 2019.  You requested an update on the outcome of our 
deliberations with the Scottish Tree Officers Group (STOG) and whether I have determined if 
a formal reassessment of the revised guidance is required. 
 
After liaising with STOG I remain of the view that local authorities are interpreting the revised 
guidance consistently.  The feedback I have received suggests that many local authorities 
have found the revised guidance clearer as it addresses a number of the areas where there 
has previously been uncertainty.  Many local authorities have particularly welcomed the 
addition of a clear definition of a hedge in the revised guidance. 
 
I note that the Committee continue to receive concerns about the practical effect of the revised 
guidance.  I have, therefore, invited all Local Authorities to complete a questionnaire on high 
hedge data collection and recording; fees; and whether they are experiencing any difficulties 
with the legislation.  This will allow us to further assess the operational impact of the revised 
guidance on Local Authorities and understand any concerns that they have about this.  I have 
also informed Local Authorities that I intend to hold a Forum in the Spring of 2020 to allow 
practitioners to come together for an open discussion on achieving best practice and how we 
can continue to improve delivery of the legislation for the benefit of communities.  
 
For your information I have attached a copy of my letter which I have sent to the Chief 
Executives of all the Local Authorities.     
 
I will write to you in due course with an analysis of the responses.    
   
 
 
 
 
 

KEVIN STEWART 


