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JUSTICE SUB-COMMITTEE ON POLICING 
 

POLICING DURING THE CORONAVIRUS PANDEMIC 
 

WRITTEN SUBMISSION FROM COALITION FOR RACIAL EQUALITY AND 
RIGHTS (CRER) 

 
Thank you for offering CRER the opportunity to submit evidence to the Justice Sub-
Committee on Policing's evidence session on policing during the coronavirus 
pandemic. Robust evidence on the race equality implications of policing during the 
crisis in Scotland has not yet become available, so our interest lies primarily in 
ensuring that it does. Because of this, although we're unable to submit a formal 
evidence response, we would greatly appreciate it if the Sub-Committee would please 
consider exploring the following issues during the evidence session. 
 

• In England and Wales, ethnicity monitoring of fines issued for breaching 
legislation in regard to the Covid-19 lockdown shows significant disparity, with 
minority ethnic groups more likely to be fined. Are Police Scotland monitoring 
this, and if so, when will the data be published? Are they analysing this 
monitoring information, and if it shows a disparity, what will be done to 
investigate why and to mitigate any potential inequalities identified? 
 

• There has been a spike in racism against specific minority ethnic groups during 
the pandemic. People of East Asian appearance have been targeted due to 
prejudiced perceptions about the virus's origins in China; Roma people have 
been the subject of fake videos and abuse on social media alleging that they 
do not follow social distancing; and South Asian people have been targeted due 
to false rumours about mosques remaining open during lockdown. What is 
Police Scotland doing to prevent or mitigate against the spread of racist 
misinformation on social media? 

 
• The spike in racism against specific minority ethnic groups during the lockdown 

period creates an increased risk of experiencing hate crime for these groups 
during the easing of the lockdown. How is Police Scotland planning ahead for 
this, and will it take any specific actions to manage this risk or support those at 
risk? 

 
Thanks again for this opportunity to feed in our concerns. We look forward to hearing 
the outcome of the evidence session. 
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