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Dear Malcolm, 

Police Scotland data collection 

I am writing to you to seek clarity on Police Scotland’s processes for the collection 
and provision of data on sexual offending against children, and the use of spit hoods 
and fixed penalty notices. These issues were raised during the Sub-Committee’s 
evidence session on policing during the coronavirus with John Scott QC and 
Professor McVie on Monday 23 November. The Official Report of the meeting can be 
accessed here, once it is available. 

Data on sexual offences against children 

In a letter of 23 October, ACC Judi Heaton provided data on criminality. The data 
provided indicated that “recorded contact sexual offending against children (aged 15 
and under) decreased by 24.5% compared to the same period previous year”. The 
letter acknowledges that the decrease may be attributed to “reduced opportunities, 
both to offend and to report sexual offences”.  

During the evidence session a concern was raised by Members of the Sub-Committee 
and John Scott QC that expressing the data in those terms has the potential to be 
misleading. There is a real risk that these types of offences are increasing due to the 
restrictions placed on people in response to the coronavirus pandemic. 

It would be helpful if you could please confirm that the data only refers to a decrease 
in the number of reported crimes, and that due to the current difficulties in obtaining 
accurate data, it does not represent an actual reduction in sexual offences against 
children. It would also be helpful if you could please provide details of the work that 
Police Scotland is doing to gather data on these crimes. For example, any 
collaborative work with relevant partners and the Justice Board on work to improve 
data collection.  
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Data on the use of spit hoods 

In their written evidence to the Sub-Committee, Amnesty International raised a 
concern about their inability to access data on Police Scotland’s use of spit hoods and 
Tasers. In a recent response to a parliamentary question on the use of spit hoods, 
Police Scotland released some data, but indicated that “these statistics were gathered 
recently for the purpose of a Parliamentary Question as the research would otherwise 
have attracted a Section 12 (excessive cost) exemption in terms of the Freedom of 
Information (Scotland) Act”. 

Police Scotland also provided data on the use of spit hoods in response to a request 
from the Sub-Committee. Could you please confirm whether data on the use of spit 
hoods is routinely gathered and, if so, clarify the type of information recorded and how 
that is made available? It would be helpful if you could also please confirm whether 
data on the use of Tasers is routinely gathered. 

Data on fixed penalty notices 

In Police Scotland’s written submission for the evidence session there is an 
acknowledgement that the collation of data on the use of fixed penalty notices was 
impacted by the limitations of Police Scotland’s ICT systems. It also stated that “From 
August, new mandatory fields were created on officers’ mobile devices to allow this 
information to be interrogable and accurately processed”. Could you please confirm 
whether Police Scotland is gathering and recording information on the types of crimes 
that fixed penalty notices are being issued for and, if so, confirm how that data is 
made available? 

Data on children and young people 

During the evidence session, Professor Susan McVie told the Sub-Committee that 
Police Scotland does not collect data on all protected characteristics and is doing 
some work on that. Professor McVie also indicated that the Independent Advisory 
Group had some difficulties in accessing information on children and young people 
coming to the attention of the police during the pandemic, due to the systems used 
by Police Scotland. Could you please provide an update on the work being done to 
collect and record data on all protected characteristics and on children and young 
people who have come to the attention of the police during the pandemic? 

In evidence to the Sub-Committee for is pre-budget scrutiny of the 2021-22 police 
budget, Police Scotland confirmed that it has “established a single, simplified and 
standardised fit for purpose national ICT network across policing”. Could you please 
confirm whether this national ICT network enables data to be collected centrally and 
more quickly, and as a result reduces the costs associated with collating and making 
data available? 

A response by Friday, 4 December, would be appreciated. 

Yours sincerely 

 
John Finnie MSP 
Convener, Justice Sub-Committee on Policing 


