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05 October 2020 

Dear Convener 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to reply on the issues raised by the Scottish Police Federation 
(SPF) in their letter of 14th September 2020 to the Justice Sub Committee on Policing. 

HSE was contacted by the Police Service of Scotland (Police Scotland) on the 7th May 2020 in 
relation to concerns that had been raised with them by the SPF around policing during the 
pandemic and the potential risks to the health of their members.  

We replied to Police Scotland on the 14th May 2020 and I have attached a copy of this letter 
for information. We support the HPS guidance and did write as outlined in the SPF 
correspondence to you.  However, we went on to clarify that we agreed with the National 
Police Chiefs’ Guidance (NPCC) which explains that it could not always be followed and that it 
should be regarded as a starting point to assist in carrying out a suitable risk assessment. 

“The NPCC operational guidance recognises that PHE/HPS guidance cannot always be 
followed in operational policing situations and provides the basis for forces to carry out their 
own risk assessments. HSE would expect forces to refer to this guidance as a starting point to 
advise the risk assessment process.” 
 
The SPF raised a concern with HSE on the 18th May 2020 in relation to the work of officers 
involved in breath testing. Unfortunately, there was a delay in actioning this concern, however 
we did carry out enquiries and an HSE inspector spoke with a member of the SPF to confirm 
that we were satisfied with the policy that Police Scotland had put in place. We subsequently 
wrote to Police Scotland on the 16th June 2020 and copied the SPF into the correspondence, 
so they had clarity on what was written. We strongly disagree with the comment made by SPF 
that we investigated their concern with a view to endorsing the policy of Police Scotland. 

The SPF complained to the HSE Chief Executive about the failure to write specifically to them 
about this matter, and we have written to them to explain why this was done and to apologise 
for any inconvenience this has caused. 
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We are aware of the outbreak reported at the Police Scotland Driver Training Centre, Police 
College Tulliallan, and are working with colleagues in Public and Environmental Health and 
are liaising with Police Scotland.  

In closing I would like to emphasise that we are not complacent about risks that Police Officers 
face in these challenging times, and that there is a need to ensure that reasonable measures 
are put in place to protect them from the risk of exposure to Coronavirus.  

 
Yours sincerely 
 

 

 

Iain Brodie 
Director for Scotland / Deputy Director, Field Operations Division 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 


