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28 August 2020 
Dear Iain, 
 
Policing during the coronavirus – regulations on house parties 

Thank you for providing evidence to the Justice Sub-Committee on Policing on 27 
August 2020. 

The challenges of implementing the Scottish Government’s proposed regulations to 
provide powers to police officers to break-up house parties where 16 or more people 
from more than one household are gathered, was discussed.  

The Health Protection (Coronavirus) (Restrictions) (Scotland) Amendment (No. 13) 
Regulations 2020 have now been laid and can be found here. 

In their written evidence to the Sub-Committee, the Scottish Police Federation raised 
a particular concern about the impact on the health and safety of police officers who 
are to enforce these new powers. The SPF have subsequently raised issues in the 
media about a number of practical matters in relation to enforcing these new rules. 

The Sub-Committee appreciates that Police Scotland’s approach is for enforcement 
to be used as a last resort. However, it would be useful to understand how often 
officers are enforcing these particular regulations, and therefore it would be helpful if 
you would confirm that data on enforcement will be collated and published on a 
regular basis. 

The Sub-Committee intends to keep the wellbeing and safety of officers and staff 
involved in policing during the coronavirus pandemic under review. We have also 
written to the Scottish Police Federation to seek feedback over the following months 
on the impact on officers of implementing these regulations. In particular, whether 
approporiate personal protective equipment (PPE) is being provided and whether 
risks of increased transmission are being adequately mitigated.   

 

https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ssi/2020/261/regulation/2/made
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A response by Thursday, 10 September would be appreciated. 

Yours sincerely 

 

John Finnie MSP 
Convener, Justice Sub-Committee on Policing 


