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Dear Iain, 
 
COVID-19 and policing 
 
The Justice Sub-Committee on Policing fully supports Police Scotland’s efforts to 
continue to keep people safe in the context of the ongoing COVID-19 emergency. We 
appreciate that the police service is currently having to adapt and to make difficult 
decisions every day. We are grateful to you, your officers and staff for their work at 
this very difficult time. 

The Sub-Committee recognises the need not to overburden Police Scotland at this 
time. Nevertheless, the COVID-19 emergency is placing substantial challenges on 
your organisation. This includes new emergency powers to protect lives and respond 
effectively to the COVID-19 outbreak. As the First Minister said in the Chamber on 24 
March, Parliament and its members “must continue to perform their important scrutiny 
role at such a time.” 

I have set out some questions in an annex to this letter that the Sub-Committee feels 
are the most pressing. When time allows, so as not to put undue pressure on you and 
your staff, I would be grateful if you could provide the Sub-Committee with a response. 
I have copied this letter to the Scottish Police Authority for information. 

The Sub-Committee remains willing to do its bit to support the police service during 
this difficult period and I wish you and your staff well in these challenging times. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
John Finnie MSP 
Convener, Justice Sub-Committee on Policing 
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ANNEX 
 
 
1. Could you provide details of the steps that are being taken to ensure the safety 

of staff, officers and those in custody during the outbreak of the COVID-19 virus? 
This should include: 

• the isolation facilities referred to by the Cabinet Secretary for Justice in 
Parliament on 24 March; 

• measures to monitor the health of individuals, staff and officers during the 
isolation period, and  

• a timescale for personal protective equipment to be available to officers 
and staff. 

2. Could you please confirm the active engagement with police staff associations 
and trade unions as a result of the outbreak of COVID-19? 

3. What is the estimated reduction of Police Scotland staff and officers as a result 
of COVID-19, either due to illness or caring responsibilities, and what steps are 
being taken to maximise the complement of officers and staff available? Will 
Police Scotland be keeping the SPA and Scottish Government updated, on an 
ongoing basis, of the impact of COVID-19 on force capacity? 

4. Whether key staff roles have now been identified by Police Scotland, and the 
measures that have been implemented to ensure that those who can work from 
home, are able to do so? 

5. How Police Scotland will ensure it continues to police by consent during this 
outbreak of the COVID-19 virus? 

6. Schedule 20 of the UK Government’s Coronavirus Bill sets out powers afforded 
to the police to direct or remove people for screening and assessment, requiring 
them to stay in custody for up to 48 hours and restricting the movements of 
those who test positive. Could you please provide details of the custody 
arrangements in place to enable Police Scotland to detain people on public 
safety grounds for longer periods? How will officers restrict movements of those 
who test positive?  Will they remain in a cell or will they be required to stay at 
home or in hospital? How long will this restriction apply, for example, what is the 
process for determining whether the person is no longer infectious? 


