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Justice Committee 
 

Remand 
 

Written submission from Dumfries and Galloway Council 
 
The following information relates only to those service users who are the 
responsibility of Dumfries and Galloway Justice services. 
 
We do provide support to services users who are from outwith the region, this is 
generally services users from south of the border, due to our geographical location. 
 
Stand-Down Reports 
 
Dumfries and Galloway Justice Social Work service undertake the completion of 
stand down reports to both courts in our area there is some eligibility criteria agreed 
with the Courts. We aim to target, failure to attend cases, illegal immigrants where no 
community disposal is available (interpreter required) and those of no fixed abode, to 
reduce the court using deferment and remands. 
 
Bail Supervision 
 
Dumfries and Galloway Justice Social Work have a Bail Supervision Scheme. The 
scheme is aimed at: 

• Those at Risk of Remand. 
• Those who pose a risk of Harm, where monitoring would reduce the risk to 

the community. 
• Under 16’s only with the prior agreement of D&G Service Manager 

Criminal Justice. 
 
NB Not Suitable for those who would otherwise be released on Standard Bail 
conditions. 

 
The principal aims of the Bail Supervision Scheme are: 

• to minimise the numbers of accused persons held on remand in custody 
pending trial or awaiting reports after conviction 

• to minimise the risk of offences by bailees under supervision 
• to provide reports to courts to assist with disposal decisions after 

conviction 

Supervised Bail has three main components:  
 

1. Monitoring Element, monitoring of the individual through regular contact and 
liaison with other agencies as per their Bail conditions. The Bail address will 
also be monitored via home visits and liaison with other agencies to ensure 
the Bailee is compliant as per the bail conditions. 

 
2. Support Element, the individual is offered support and advice in relation to 

issues that could result in further court appearances.  Support may take the 
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form of, assistance with individual issues as they arise, referral to other 
suitable agencies for example, housing, employment, benefits and training. 

 
3. Reporting Element   Reporting back to the court on the level of adherence 

regarding the individual’s / client’s progress during the supervision period. 
 
Currently the uptake of Bail Supervision in DG has been relatively low, for a variety 
of reasons.  The two Courts in DG are aware of the scheme, however, requests for 
bail assessments remain low, despite specific events with the local faculties and 
Courts. Social Work Justice services are currently revising some of our Court 
Services to take a more proactive approach to identify those who may be suitable for 
Bail supervision and liaise with COPFS and defence agents. One of the barriers 
identified thus far has been the time factor in preparing a bail assessment.  There is 
a perception that some justice partners are reluctant for cases to be delayed for 
assessments to be complete Social Work Justice services do not have qualified 
social workers in attendance at all Courts and whilst we endeavour to have 
assessments complete on the day, as soon as practical, there can a delay of some 
hours. We are currently working with our partners to identify a satisfactory solution. 
 
As per our current temporary agreement, the SCTS Criminal online portal is currently 
only accessible to those who are preparing Court Reports. Consequently, we do not 
always have access to information that would help us proactively identify those who 
might be suitable for Bail supervision at an earlier stage in the process. 
 
Remand 
 
Social Work Justice services interview all service users placed on remand at court, 
any issues identified, risk to self/others welfare concerns, are passed on the day to 
the receiving prison this is generally for male prisoners HMP Dumfries for Female 
prisoners it can be H.M.P. Greenock Edinburgh or Polmont. 
 
HMP Dumfries social work unit carry out inductions with all remand prisoners to 
identify risk to self, others, welfare concerns either in relation to the prisoner or their 
extended family, we are usually already aware from the court staff alert, for example 
child care concerns/pets/employment etc.  If any issues are identified the social work 
staff will liaise with prison staff and external agencies within the prison this can 
include health or third sector colleagues. 
 
HMP Dumfries social work unit also offer and throughcare addictions service 
accessible to all those on remand regardless of which prison they are held.  The 
prison unit staff are proactive in seeking referrals from all prisons, especially those 
where women are held. 
 
Female remands are predominately housed in the central belt which can be very 
challenging for those from Dumfries and Galloway to maintain contact with 
family/friends and local services.  Court services provide support at the point of 
remand to; notify relevant agencies/family/3rd Sector to try and address any 
risks/concern and establish points of local contact for the receiving Prison. Support 
on point of release is more challenging and dependent on the case, and level of 
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communication with the establishment, for example Shine mentoring service collect 
women at the gate, who would otherwise struggle to get back to the region. 
 
Apex offer a moving on service to all those involved in the justice system including 
those released from remand. Again, the challenge is maintaining links with central 
belt prisons housing women to be able to signpost them effectively to local available 
services. 
 
Arrest Referral is not available in region, but the local Community Justice Partnership 
has recently agreed with Police Scotland for z cards detailing local agencies dealing 
with substance abuse to be handed out to those in custody and given fixed penalty 
fines. 
 
Local information suggests a reduction in custodies appearing at Court and a 
reduction in remands at HMP Dumfries (males only). 
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