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 7 November 2019 
 
Dear Stephen, 
 
JUSTICE COMMITTEE – PRE-BUDGET SCRUTINY – FOLLOW UP TO MEETING OF 8 
OCTOBER 2019 
 

Thank you for your email of 9 October following the meeting of the Justice Committee the 
previous day which the Cabinet Secretary for Justice appeared as part of pre-budget 
scrutiny. 
 
Your email helpfully captured the areas of follow-up, which I agree are: 
 

 Details of the terms of reference (and in time the outcome) for the research 
commissioned on bail/remand 

 Interim measures that have been approved for HMP Barlinnie 

 Any information you can share on the steps being taken to look at the issue in the 3rd 
sector whereby local authorities are acting as direct competitors for funding of some 
criminal justice projects. This issue is raised in the submission from APEX Scotland 

 
An invitation to tender for research on ‘Decision-Making About Remand And Alternatives To 
Remand In Scotland’s Criminal Justice System’ issued last month and the deadline for bids 
was 11 October.    A copy of the specification for the research is attached in the cover email 
with this letter.   This complements wider work to help ensure that remand is only used 
where necessary and appropriate, including investment in bail supervision, and our 
response to the Justice Committee Inquiry into Remand last year.  
 
As outlined by the Cabinet Secretary, we acknowledge that as a result of recent rising 
prison population pressures, interim measures are needed to improve current conditions at 
HMP Barlinnie and action will be taken. Scottish Prison Service officials are currently 
working up proposals on interim measures which we will confirm following receipt and the 
Cabinet Secretary’s consideration. As also confirmed by the Cabinet Secretary, in addition 
to interim measures, the Scottish Government is committed to supporting the development 
of a replacement prison for HMP Barlinnie.  We will keep the Committee informed as 
proposals for the replacement prison continue to progress. 
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The Cabinet Secretary also committed that we would look further at points raised by Apex 
Scotland in their submission to the Committee.  Their submission included reference to the 
current absence of a commissioning framework for community justice services and Apex’s 
view that this leads to services coming under some form of competitive procurement 
process. As the Cabinet Secretary highlighted, Community Justice Scotland are in the 
process of developing a strategic commissioning framework for community justice and 
recently consulted on a draft (https://communityjustice.scot/news/strategic-commissioning-
framework-for-community-justice-now-open-for-consultation/). This consultation closed at 
the end of August and CJS are reviewing responses and considering next steps.  
 
This framework aims to support local Community Justice Partnerships to develop joint 
approaches to arranging community justice services in their area, clearly based on a shared 
understanding of local need. The Framework is for all partners involved in community 
justice services and it clearly recognises the critical role and expertise of the third sector in 
planning and supporting the delivery of these services locally.  
 

As part of the national model for Community Justice, local authorities work with statutory 
community justice partners and the third sector to make best use of resources in 
collaboration.  Funding for criminal justice social work is alongside the wider role of local 
authorities, health and other community partners including third sector partners. Integrated 
joint boards and Community Planning Partnerships also play a key role in supporting 
strategic decision making locally including the need to work collaboratively with third sector 
organisations to target funding to meet local priorities.   
 

Finally, in terms of funding, as the Cabinet Secretary outlined in his evidence to the 
Committee, we continue to invest directly in third sector services that support Criminal 
Justice Social Work and Community Justice Partners working together, to reduce 
reoffending.  In 2019-20 we have invested over £11.6m in third sector services aimed at 
reducing reoffending and bolstering capacity around community sentences and support 
services.    

 

We are looking at the sustainability of funding for the third sector organisations directly 
funded by Scottish Government grants under Section 10 (1) of the Social Work (Scotland) 
Act 1968. Subject to the outcome of the Spending Review we are looking to move to 3 year 
funding for these directly funded services.  

 
 
I trust this information is helpful.   
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
Neil Rennick 
Director of Justice 
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