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Justice Committee 
 

Proposed integration of the British Transport Police in Scotland into Police 
Scotland 

 
Written submission from the National Union of Rail, Maritime and transport 

Workers 
 
Devolution of Railway Policing 
  
I write in response to the Scottish Parliament Justice Committee’s request for the 
views of stakeholders the Scottish Government’s proposals for the future of railway 
policing in Scotland. 
 
We note your correspondence with the Justice Secretary, Humza Yousaf MSP, from 
December. As you know, the rail unions in Scotland, including RMT were 
represented at the consultative event on 6 November last year which was addressed 
by the Justice Secretary. 
 
The Minister stressed to stakeholders at the event in November that he was not 
interested in a ‘quick fix’ and we agree with that. 
 
To that end, I would simply repeat to members of your Committee that RMT’s policy 
remains the preservation of the existing policing structure for Scotland’s railways, as 
reflected in the Emergency Motion passed in Aviemore in April last year by delegates 
to the STUC’s annual congress: 
 
BRITISH TRANSPORT POLICE  
Congress notes that trade unions, train and freight operating companies and a 
majority of British Transport Police (BTP) officers in Scotland all oppose the Scottish 
Government’s plans to merge the BTP with Police Scotland. Notes that on 
20th February 2018, the British Transport Police (BTP) and Police Scotland both 
advised the Scottish Government that the planned date for integration of BTP into 
Police Scotland of 1st April 2019 was unachievable. Shortly afterwards, the Scottish 
Government announced that they would be extending the deadline for completing 
the integration but have yet to confirm what that deadline will be. 
 
Congress calls on the Scottish Government to abandon these dangerous and 
unworkable plans to transfer specialist railway policing services in Scotland from 
BTP to Police Scotland, and to preserve the existing structure. 
 
We were pleased, therefore, to note the Joint Programme Board announced on 
27 September that it had stopped all work on full integration which would have seen 
the abolition of the BTP and total transfer of staff, responsibilities, resources and 
strategic planning to Police Scotland. We trust that this remains the case. 
 
I hope this is helpful and RMT stand ready to provide any further evidence to 
members of the Justice Committee which may be required as part of this inquiry. 
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Mick Cash 
General Secretary 
14 January 2019 
 


