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Dear First Minister, 
 
Increase in the number of fire fatalities 
 
We are writing to you regarding our concern at the latest data on the number of deaths 
from house fires in Scotland this year.  
 
The data provided by the Scottish Fire and Rescue Service (SFRS) in its Summary 
Performance Report 2020-21 Q1, shows a marked increase in the number of people 
who have died as a result of a fire in their home. 
 
The number of fire fatalities in Q1 in 2018-19 was 6, and in 2019-20 it was 8. The data 
shows that for this year, the recorded number is 16.1 The report states that ‘Fires 
reduced nationally by 7% however there was a 12% increase in dwelling fires 
classified as “high severity”.2   
 
We recently met with the Chair and the Chief Fire Officer of the SFRS who provided 
some context for the increase in the number of fatalities. It is their view that there is a 
link between the current coronavirus pandemic and the increase in the number of 
people who have sadly lost their lives. The coronavirus pandemic means that more 
people are remaining in their homes for longer periods, which can increase the risks 
of house fires, especially for vulnerable people. 
 

                                            
1 Fire fatalities have been recorded at sixteen, however delays with post mortems and on-going 
investigations mean that only eleven can currently be confirmed as accidental dwelling fire related 
deaths.   
2 All fires where a fire fatality is recorded are automatically classified as high severity.   
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The people affected were known to other service providers, such as local authorities 
or the health service. 
 
The Fire Service provide a valuable community safety role. They believe that they 
could help to reduce the risks of house fires if they are made aware of the people 
within their communities who are receiving support from the health service and/or 
local authorities. They could undertake essential preventative work, such as home 
visits. 
 
This could be made possible by the relevant service providers sharing relevant, and 
possibly sensitive data with the Fire Service in a way that is compliant, but not 
prevented by data protection rules. It is vitally important that we do all that we can to 
ensure that people remain safe in their homes during these challenging times. We 
would appreciate your assistance in overcoming any obstacles in sharing relevant 
and timely data and in promoting collaborative working between public sector 
providers. 
 
We look forward to your response. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

   
 
 
Adam Tomkins MSP John Finnie MSP 
Convener, Justice Committee Convener, Justice Sub-Committee on Policing 
   
 


