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Dear Ms Denham, 
 
Removal of trade union facility time for Fire Brigades Union officials 
 
I am writing to you regarding an ongoing issue concerning the removal of trade union 
facility time for Fire Brigades Union (FBU) officials during the coronavirus pandemic, 
and the impact of this decision on the ability of the FBU to support firefighters at this 
worrying time. 
 
The Justice Committee has written to the Scottish Fire and Rescue Service on 3 
occasions over the last few months to raise these concerns and to ask that the Service 
reconsider this decision, as a matter of urgency. The correspondence can be 
accessed here. 
 
In their responses to the Committee the SFRS state that it has increased the 
engagement with the FBU during its response to the global pandemic, and that FBU 
officials have consistently praised the levels of engagement from the SFRS with the 
them.  
 
This is in stark contrast to the information that the FBU has provided to the Committee, 
which indicates that the FBU does not accept that the decision to remove facility time 
for senior FBU officials has been done in ‘partnership’ with them. Furthermore, when 
informed of that decision, the FBU challenged it internally with the SFRS, and to date 
there has not been a satisfactory outcome.  
 
The FBU believes that removing 65% of facility time from senior trade union officials 
is removing their ability to function effectively as a trade union at the worst possible 
time.  It is therefore extremely disappointing that this issue has not been resolved and 
has continued throughout the pandemic. 
 
 

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/CurrentCommittees/114916.aspx
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The Committee remains of the view that the health and safety of firefighters is vitally 
important at all times, but even more so, during the current pandemic.  
 
The SFRS decision to reduce access to trade union support for firefighters does not 
appear to meet the fair work requirements during the Covid-19 crisis, which were 
agreed by the Scottish Government and the Scottish Trades Union Congress. This 
requires that the Government, unions and business organisations must work together 
to reach, collectively, the right decisions for protecting workers and public safety. 
 
As the Minister with responsibility for the fire service we ask that you take action to 
bring this unfortunate situation to a satisfactory resolution as soon as possible.  
 
Many thanks 
 

 
 
Margaret Mitchell MSP 
Convener, Justice Committee 
 
 
 
 
 
 


