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Dear Mrs Mitchell 

 
SPA’s COVID-19 Oversight  
 

I refer to your correspondence of 1 May 2020 regarding aspects of the SPA’s 
oversight of policing during the current COVID 19 crisis. 

 
Further to my previous correspondence of 27 March and 17 April 2020, in which I 
provided details of the Authority’s strategic approach to oversight and the 

establishment of the advisory group on the police use of temporary powers, I am 
happy to provide the Committee with further practical detail on both. 

 
Independent Advisory Group 
 

The Independent Advisory Group (IAG) is being chaired by leading human rights 
lawyer John Scott QC. The Group’s membership comprises an impressive and 

diverse cross-section of civic society, who bring with them a great depth of 
knowledge and expertise in human rights. While the Chief Constable, in 
consultation with myself and the Cabinet Secretary for Justice, was central to its 

initiation, the IAG is independent of policing and will report directly to the 
Authority as the governance and oversight body for Police Scotland. Authority 

staff are providing the Group’s secretariat. 
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John Scott QC gave a verbal update to the Authority’s meeting last week which 

can be accessed from the following link: John Scott QC Verbal Update to SPA 
Meeting - 30 April and he confirmed that the Group’s first report will be 

presented to the public session of the Authority’s meeting on 20 May. As with all 
public papers to Authority meetings, this report will be published on the SPA 
website in advance of the meeting itself. 

 
Details of the Group’s approach, membership and its terms of reference have 

already been publicly communicated and are available from dedicated pages on 
the Authority’s website at the following link:  
 

Independent Advisory Group on Police Scotland’s use of new police powers in 
relation to coronavirus 

 
As you will see from the Group’s remit, it is rightly concerned with the issues 
associated with the use of the temporary powers and will inform, not duplicate, 

the Authority’s governance responsibilities in this area. 
 

SPA Governance 
 

The Authority has governance interests in many other areas of policing affected 
by this crisis and these responsibilities are being carried out, as close to normal 
as is practical, while remaining mindful of imposing additional reporting burdens 

on the police service. 
 

On 30 April 2020 the Authority convened an additional public session focused 
entirely on oversight of policing’s response to the current emergency, with audio 
livestreaming made available to allow anyone in the public to listen in. 

 
SPA Committees 

 
Each of our scrutiny committees has added specific consideration of the Covid-19 
response to their agendas.  Individual reports from each of the Committees are 

included in the papers for Authority meetings, which are published on the SPA’s 
website. 

 
Livestreaming 
 

Public health restrictions mean we have not been in a position to allow physical 
attendance at meetings, including the camera operators who facilitate the 

livestreaming of pictures and sound that the Authority has taken a lead in 
providing. Since lockdown began the SPA has held one full Authority meeting 
where our usual live video stream offering was substituted by live audio, and one 

where video was substituted by a full, same-day audio recording. 
 

By our next meeting on 20 May, and supported by the common ICT advice that 
both the SPA and Police Scotland rely upon to operate securely, we are exploring 
a video conferencing solution so the public can see as well as hear the Authority's 

ongoing scrutiny and support for policing in Scotland. To further mitigate the 
impact, we have significantly increased the frequency of written updates to our 

stakeholders and for the public which are all accessible from the Authority’s 

https://livestream.com/spa/april2020/videos/205642446
https://livestream.com/spa/april2020/videos/205642446
http://www.spa.police.uk/performancepages/618379/
http://www.spa.police.uk/performancepages/618379/
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website. We continue to publish the agendas for committee meetings and publish 
papers for all public items. All of our COVID 19 specific oversight is also being 

captured and published on a dedicated page of the SPA website and can be 
accessed here: SPA Oversight of policing COVID-19. 

 
As public appointees we are fully aware of the importance of public accessibility, 
and are always keen to benchmark and test our approach. From the open source 

information we are able to access, the SPA is confident that our approach to 
transparency stands scrutiny with, and indeed may be in the vanguard of, what is 

taking place in similar public bodies across Scotland. 
 
Yours sincerely, 

 
 
DAVID CRICHTON 

Vice Chair 
 

http://www.spa.police.uk/performancepages/616673/

