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Dear Eric, 
 
COVID-19 and the court system 
 
The Committee strongly supports the Scottish Courts and Tribunals Service’s efforts 
to keep staff and the public safe in the context of the ongoing COVID-19 emergency. 
Members fully appreciate that the Service is making difficult decisions every day. We 
are also very grateful to you and all of the staff in the various courts for their work at 
this very difficult time. 

The Committee recognises the need not to overburden the Scottish Courts and 
Tribunals Service at this time. Nevertheless, the COVID-19 emergency is seeing 
substantial challenges placed on your organisation. As the First Minister said in the 
Chamber on 24 March, Parliament and its members “must continue to perform their 
important scrutiny role at such a time.” 

I have set out some questions in an annex to this letter that the Committee feels are 
the most pressing. When time allows, in order not to put undue pressure on you and 
your staff, I should be grateful if you would provide the Committee with a response. I 
will be writing in similar terms to other bodies within our remit. 

Please be assured that the Committee remains willing to do its bit during this difficult 
period to support those in the criminal justice sector. We wish you and your staff well 
in these challenging times. 
 
Best wishes, 
 
 Margaret. 
 
Margaret Mitchell MSP 
Convener, Justice Committee  
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ANNEX 
 
1. What steps is the SCTS taking to tackle the COVID-19 emergency and does the 

Service have sufficient resources at its disposal to be able to continue its work 
during this period? 
 

2. Given the decision not to empanel any new juries, how many criminal trials are 
currently underway and still to complete? Similarly how many civil cases are still 
proceeding and how many tribunal cases? 
 

3. How will SCTS ensure social distancing in court rooms, tribunals and jury 
facilities? 
 

4. [We have also asked this question of the Cabinet Secretary] What impact will the 
UK Government’s Coronavirus Bill have on the work of the courts (including civil 
courts and tribunals) in Scotland. Most of the provisions on courts and tribunals 
in the Coronavirus Bill do not extend to Scotland, but in the Chamber on 24 
March the Lord Adbvocate alluded to some impacts for courts, trials. Could you 
please provide some details? 

 
 


