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Dear Margaret, 
 
Thank you for your letter on 19 December relating to the Police and Fire Reform (Act) 2012. 
 
Last year I welcomed the suggestions from the HMICS Thematic Study of the Scottish Police 
Authority (SPA) that COSLA be represented on the SPA’s committees or have attendee status 
at the SPA’s Board meetings.  If we are to see effective policing and joint action to promote 
local community safety it is important that COSLA and the SPA work together closely to 
ensure effective accountability and scrutiny of policing and plans for policing in Scotland. 
 
I am pleased to confirm that I have recently accepted an invitation from David Crichton, 
Interim Chair of the SPA to participate for COSLA on the SPA’s Policing Performance 
Committee.  This should provide an opportunity to bring the work of the SPA and local 
government together. 
 
At present local scrutiny arrangements of the police service and local police plans vary across 
the country.  A number of local factors and circumstances come into play – including the size 
of a local authority and the administrative support that it can provide to these arrangements.  
Presently, COSLA is considering how an assessment of the different local scrutiny 
arrangements across the country should be undertaken. 
 
Members of the COSLA Police Scrutiny Conveners Forum I chair have expressed concerns 
about a disconnect between the SPA’s focus on national capabilities and how this manifests 
itself locally and supports local priorities.  My forum, member authorities’ and COSLA staff 
have played a pivotal role in addressing some of these matters as they arise.  Recently, these 
have included addressing some national decisions by Police Scotland that did not take into 
account their local impact such as TTROs and information sharing.   
 
The COSLA Police Scrutiny Conveners Forum has been greatly helped in its work through the 
attendance of the Police Scotland’s Executive, including the Chief Constable when available.  
In addition, the Chair and Chief Executive of the SPA, have also attended and made 
presentations which has helped both sides share their concerns and be aware of their different 



 

 

 

and complementary roles. As you may know officials from both my organisation and Police 
Scotland are now in regular, pro-active contact to discuss matters of mutual concern.   
 
I also look forward to welcoming the Cabinet Secretary for Justice to a future Police Scrutiny 
Conveners Forum meeting, as it would be helpful to have his perspective on policing to inform 
the Forum’s considerations. 
 
I trust this feedback will be helpful. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
Cllr Kelly Parry 
COSLA Spokesperson for Community Wellbeing 
 
 


