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4 September 2018 
 
Dear Margaret, 
 
JUSTICE COMMITTEE 
 
I am very pleased to be appearing before your Committee on Thursday 6 September 
to discuss EU exit relating to the areas of civil and criminal justice systems and policing 
in Scotland.  Since I was due to appear before your Committee in June, the 
UK Government has made significant progress in a number of areas and published 
several documents which may be of interest to your Committee.  Ahead of my 
appearance this week, I wanted to set out the progress over the summer months, 
providing some context for the evidence session, and to bring a number of documents 
to the attention of the Committee which may be helpful ahead of the session. 
 
The UK Government presented proposals for a Framework for the UK-EU Security 
Partnership and a Framework for the UK-EU partnership in relation to civil judicial 
cooperation, in May and June respectively.  These proposals were designed to inform 
the discussion between the UK negotiating team and the EU, and they can be found 
through the following links: 
 
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attach
ment_data/file/715834/Framework_for_the_UK-
EU_partnership_Civil_judicial_cooperation.pdf  
 
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attach
ment_data/file/705687/2018-05-0_security_partnership_slides__SI__FINAL.pdf  
 
In May, we also published a technical note detailing the UK’s position on security, law 
enforcement and criminal justice, which can be found at the following link: 
 
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attach
ment_data/file/710802/FINAL_INTERNAL_SECURITY_COMBINED.pdf  
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In July, the UK Government then published its White Paper on the future relationship 
with the EU, providing an ambitious and comprehensive vision for our future security 
relationship with the EU, and providing the basis for UK’s negotiations with the EU on 
a future relationship.  I know that your Committee will have read the sections relating 
to matters including security, law enforcement and criminal justice cooperation, and 
civil judicial cooperation with interest.  The White Paper can be found through the 
following link: 
 
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attach
ment_data/file/725288/The_future_relationship_between_the_United_Kingdom_and
_the_European_Union.pdf  
 
These proposals are part of the UK Government’s work to inform the future framework 
which will set out the terms of our future relationship with the EU, to be translated into 
legally binding agreements after the UK’s withdrawal.  The UK and the EU will 
conclude the future framework alongside the Withdrawal Agreement later this year. 
 
As a responsible Government, we are preparing for all eventualities, including the 
unlikely scenario in which the current mechanisms we use to cooperate with 
EU Member States are not available when we exit the EU in March 2019. 
 
Last month, we published the first 25 in a series of technical notices designed to inform 
people and businesses in the UK about what they may need to do, in the event that 
we do not reach a deal with the EU.  As the Secretary of State for Exiting the EU said 
in his speech on 23 August, we will be publishing further notices over the course of 
September, and these should cover a range of areas of interest to this Committee. 
 
In June, the Scottish Government published its views on Security, Judicial Cooperation 
and Law Enforcement in the context of EU exit.  The relevant UK Government 
departments have taken note of the Scottish Government’s paper, have been 
engaging their Scottish Government counterparts throughout this work and will 
continue to do so.  It is vital that we work together to ensure that we can fulfil the 
commitment, which is clearly shared by all parts of the UK, to keep all of our citizens 
safe. 
 
I look forward to appearing before your Committee this week. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Rt Hon DAVID MUNDELL MP 

SECRETARY OF STATE FOR SCOTLAND 
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