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Dear Convener, 
 
Thank you for your letter of 19 December 2017 in which you requested an update on the progress of 
negotiations with regards to Terms and Conditions of Service for British Transport Police officers 
transferring to Police Scotland.  
 
As you are aware, to date we have been informed that the planning assumption of the Joint 
Programme Board is that officers will transfer to Police Scotland with their existing dual status of 
Police Constable and employee. We have not, however, been provided with any additional detail, 
nor have we had sight of any written proposals on pensions, pay or Terms and Conditions. 
 
While BTP Federation (BTPF) continues to have monthly meetings with civil servants from the 
Scottish Government these have facilitated the transfer of minimal information, furthermore we the 
BTP Federation have met for 3 days with representatives from Police Scotland and BTP HR to 
compare Terms and Conditions of each force. Nonetheless to date there have been no formal 
negotiations regarding pensions, pay and T&Cs with the BTP Federation.  
 
Moreover, we have not been invited to the Joint Programme Board meetings or any other such 
forums with other staff associations to commence any form of formal negotiations. The associations 
that should be included in such formal processes are the BTP Federation, BTP Superintendents 
Association (BTPSA), the Scottish Police Federation and TSSA trade union.  
 
Given that this is a very unique situation and one not experienced by BTP in over 100 years, there is 
great uncertainty regarding our retired officers and the impact on pensions.  As you are aware there 
is an association for retired BTP officers, nonetheless they do not have the power of negotiation in 
these circumstances. This means it will be left to BTPF and the BTPSA to conduct negotiations on 
behalf of our retired colleagues. This situation is far from ideal as we, as serving police officers, may 
not fully understand the needs and expectations of our retired colleagues some of whom are now 
members of police staff. To answer your question about the ranks we represent, BTPF represents 
Constable to Chief Inspector rank and BTPSA represents Superintendents and Chief Superintendents; 
it is not clear who is representing officers retired or serving of ACC to Chief Constable rank. 



 
 
 
 
Finally, you referred to the response that you received from the Minister for Transport and the 
Islands, Mr Yousaf, stating that BTP officers would become members of the Scottish Police 
Federation (SPF) under Regulation 4 of the Police Federation (Scotland) Regulations 2013. Given the 
planning assumption that officers will transfer with their existing dual status of police constable and 
employee, we question how they are eligible for representation by the SPF. 
 
All BTP officers are warranted police officers and employees of BTP Authority (potentially of SPA in 
the future) but they are not, as yet, sworn-in Crown office holders/servants. We are therefore 
concerned that within the Regulations quoted by Mr Yousaf there is no mention of officers holding 
dual status including the status of an employee that allows membership of the Scottish Police 
Federation (SPF).    
 
We would welcome clarity regarding this position and believe the SPF have similar concerns, but 
until that clarity is sought we do not believe at present that BTP officers who transfer in their current 
dual status can be members of or represented by the SPF.    
 
I do hope that I have answered your questions and that this assists and update you and the Justice 
Committee. On behalf of the BTP Federation I would like to take this opportunity to wish you and all 
in the Scottish Government a happy New Year for 2018.   
  
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Nigel Goodband 
Chairman 
British Transport Police Federation 


