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Dear Cabinet Secretary, 
 
Re. Court closures 
 
I am writing on behalf of the Justice Committee to ask you for further information on 
the impact of the recent decision relating to the partial closure of criminal courts in 
Scotland. We note the comments of the Lord President that the majority of summary 
trials in the Sheriff Court and Justice of the Peace Court will be adjourned and that 
this will reduce the overall number of criminal trials taking place during lockdown by 
up to 75%. 
 
Whilst the Committee understands this decision, it would be helpful to have an update 
from Justice Analytical Services and/or the Scottish Courts and Tribunals Service on 
the impact on the backlog of trials. Can you inform the Committee of the latest 
situation in relation to solemn and summary criminal cases, trials on the JP courts 
and civil cases in terms of case backlog prior to this decision and then what 
assessment or modelling has been done on the impact that this new closure is likely 
to have. 
 
I would also be grateful for an update on what can be done to ameliorate the potential 
impact of these closures on the victims of these crimes and also on the accused (e.g. 
in terms of numbers being held on remand pending their case being heard). What 
assessment has been done of how victims can be further supported during this time 
and what are your expectations on the numbers being held on remand and how the 
SPS can cope? 
 
I look forward to your response. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

 
 
Adam Tomkins MSP, Convener, Justice Committee 


