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What is the scale of health problems acquired from the healthcare environment in 

Scotland? 

The healthcare environment provides a range of hazards including 

• Physical hazards. 

• Chemical hazards. 

• Biological hazards. 

• Radiological hazards. 

• Ergonomic hazards. 

• Behavioural hazards 

A number of these hazards have the potential to cause ill health in patients, visitors, staff, or 

other workers visiting the healthcare environment. 

It is difficult to quantify the scale of the health problems acquired. Whilst some aspects of 

healthcare acquired infection are monitored, and some incidents from physical hazards 

including falls may be captured on Datix reporting others may be more difficult to quantify 

as data is not routinely collected. Issues relating to staff wellbeing and engagement with the 

Healthy Working Lives agenda may vary across areas.  

 

What/where are the main risks? 

Whilst the hospital setting is traditionally associated with the care of patients most 

vulnerable to infection with modern treatments the proportion of immunosuppressed and 

other “at risk” individuals visiting primary care settings is likely to have increased. The level 

of scrutiny on the risk posed by these environments is less. For example, a review 

undertaken in NHS Orkney of infection control issues in General Practices required a 

proforma to be generated as there was no standard tool for this. The work revealed some 

lack of clarity around roles and responsibilities compared to the hospital setting. Practices 

engaged well with the work and have their own improvement plans.  

Where buildings require maintenance and there is a backlog to the maintenance, it is likely 

that some hazards are present. 
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Are the current systems and processes in Scotland adequate for monitoring, 

reporting, eliminating or controlling these hazards? 

The National Infection Prevention and Control Manual provides good evidence based 

guidance and standardised reporting occurs to the Board of NHS Orkney. The National 

Cleaning Services Specification also provides helpful guidance. 

Design, build and maintenance of new buildings comes with a range of technical guidance. 

However there appears to be issues with how up to date some of the guidance is. 

  

 

 


