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8 September 2016 

Dear Joan 

Health and Sport Committee EU Reporter and Brexit issues 

Thank you for your letter of 15 July relating to the work of your committee following 
the outcome of the UK referendum and the potential implications for Scotland that 
might arise.  The Health and Sport Committee considered your letter on 6 
September alongside an assessment of areas that might be affected. 

We noted the UK’s EU exit could have both positive and negative implications across 
our brief.  In particular the committee noted the potential for implications in relation to 
the workforce within the health and social care services, consequences in relation to 
research funding, potential issues in relation to public health, new medicines and 
clinical trials as well as potential issues around reciprocity1.  We also considered 
possible implications for sport in particular the impact of changes to free movement, 
hosting of events and access to Erasmus funding. 

The Committee agreed, given the large areas for potential impact as a consequence 
of withdrawal from the EU as well as the continuation meantime of the current role of 
the reporter to appoint two members to the position.  They appointed Donald 
Cameron and Richard Lyle as our reporters. 

It might be helpful if I indicate how the committee intend to approach the potential 
exit consequences in the coming period utilising our previously agreed work 
programme.  Workforce issues in particular will be a major topic for committee 
consideration in the coming months and our reporters will take the lead on behalf of 
the committee in seeking to scrutinise witnesses in relation to potential impacts.  As 
we are intending to report on each of our eight forthcoming inquiries we will, as 
appropriate, incorporate reference to the potential impact of EU related issues. 

                                            
1
 Reciprocal access to treatment and medicines across the EU 
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As requested we will keep you informed of any EU related work we undertake. 

  

Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
Neil Findlay MSP 
Convener of the Health and Sport Committee 


