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Summary – key points
•There is no direct Norwegian analogy to common frameworks; the relations between
the different levels of the state are quite different from those in the UK; and Norway is
not an EU member.
•Norway has a comprehensive system of democratically elected local and regional
governments, and the notion of local democracy is highly valued and historically
speaking deeply entrenched.
•There is little overlap between UK common frameworks and the Norwegian situation
because Norwegian county and municipal competencies are more closely associated
with the role of sustaining the welfare state.
•The overlap is far greater with regard to the regional Norwegian state, which entails
a high degree of uniformity cross the jurisdiction - in each functional realm
•Norway is not an EU-member but is a closely associated non-member, which has
bearing on Norwegian common framework equivalents.
•EEA law has no impact on the legal basis for regional and local government and does
also not regulate the relationship between state and local [or regional] government
directly.
•There is an extensive system of informal consultation and cooperation.
•Trust plays a strong role in sustaining the Norwegian system which is highly
dependent on informal mechanisms.
Introduction
The research’s point of departure is that Brexit will have significant implications for
common frameworks. “The UK government has identified 142 distinct policy areas that
fall into the ‘intersection’ between EU law and devolved legislative competence in at
least one of Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland. Since all devolved legislation must
be compatible with EU law (specified, for instance, in section 29 of the Scotland Act
1998), membership of the EU ensures legal and regulatory consistency across the UK
in these areas.”(Common UK Frameworks after Brexit, SB 18-09, p 4). The Scottish
government is concerned that Brexit may have negative implications for devolved
competences because of the manner in which the UK-based legislative and governing
framework will be designed. At stake is to develop a framework that on the one hand
ensures regulatory uniformity where that is most relevant, and diversity and sufficient
attentiveness to regional and local needs where that is most relevant.
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Our focus is on Norway, which is the only formally speaking unitary state on the
list, although it is important to underline that Norway has a deeply entrenched
historical-political commitment to local and regional democracy. That is ensured
through a comprehensive system of regional and municipal government and extensive
cooperation/consultation across governing levels. This fact has implications for the
design of this study: we will complement the presentation and assessment of formallegal arrangements with information on informal arrangements and actual practice,
which as we will show, matter a lot to Norway. In order to determine whether or the
extent to which such arrangements – if found desirable – can be copied or transferred
to other jurisdictions, we need to understand the conditions that give rise to and sustain
such arrangements.
Types of common frameworks
•

What does the term ‘common framework’ apply to in the Norwegian
jurisdiction?
In order to establish what the term ‘common framework’ applies to in the Norwegian
jurisdiction, we need to clarify the Norwegian equivalent of devolved powers – in
structural and substantive terms. There is no direct Norwegian analogy to common
frameworks; the relations between the different levels of the state are quite different
from those in the UK; and Norway is not an EU member. We therefore need to spell
out what these differences imply for the assessment of the Norwegian case. First, we
will clarify the basic contours of Norwegian regional and local government, with
emphasis on the nature and scope of self-government, which helps clarify similarities
and differences with Scotland’s notion of devolved powers. As part of that we will clarify
the nature and range of tasks and issues assigned to county (regional) and municipal
(local) governments in Norway. The issue is whether those powers that have been
devolved in the UK context figure centrally in Norwegian regional and local selfgovernment or are only tangentially associated with it. Second, if the regional and
municipal governments do not possess these powers, we need to clarify who does
(Table 1 provides a comprehensive overview). Third, since the notion of common
frameworks pertains to powers that are both devolved and Europeanised we need to
spell out which powers are Europeanised in the Norwegian context, and to what extent
these are within regional and/or local competence.
a) Basic contours of Norwegian regional and local government
Norway is formally speaking a unitary state. However, in actual political practice and
amplified by constitutional convention, it is quite a decentralised political and
administrative system. That feature has deep historical roots.1 There is a strong
political commitment to regional and local democracy. Norway has two regional-local
levels of governing: as per 8 January 2018, there were 18 counties (fylker) and 422
municipalities (kommuner) in Norway.2 Governments at both levels are democratically
elected, and are organised in accordance with two key organisational models. 3 All
1

Formannskapsloven from 1837.
https://www.kartverket.no/kunnskap/fakta-om-norge/Fylker-og-kommuner/Tabell/ There is a process
of amalgamation afoot so this number is due to get reduced. More information on that is found here:
https://www.regjeringen.no/no/tema/kommuner-og-regioner/kommunereform/id751048/
3 Most are based on formannskapsmodellen, which is based on a clear distinction between politics
and administration. Some, large cities and provinces are based on the parliamentary model which
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counties and municipalities are based on the generalist principle, i.e. all are subject to
the same legally endowed tasks: the same system of financing; and the legislation
provides the same conditions for organising and governing of the counties and the
municipalities.(St Meld 12, 2012:22) The key legal provision is Lov om kommuner og
fylkeskommuner (kommuneloven) from 1992.
The generalist principle at the county and municipal level places the onus on
coordination, not specialization, in some tension with the sectoral organization of the
central government. Nevertheless, the three levels of governing in Norway are formally
speaking separate from each other, and they are independent legal subjects. That
means that county and municipal governments are not part of the hierarchical structure
of the state and are not subject to other state governing bodies than parliament (the
Storting) (that still implies that they can through law be subjected to other
agencies/bodies) (Meld.St. 12, 2011-2012:39). The competence of county and
municipal bodies is negatively delimited, which implies that “the municipal [and county]
government’s competence to decide over own economic resources and initiate,
continue, alter or discontinue various types of activities are only subject to limitations
that emanate from specific rules…. When the responsibility for a task is assigned to
others, such as the state, the municipal [and county] government will as a rule be
precluded from engaging in the same task.”(Meld.St. 12, 2011-2012: 40 authors’
translation) Still, not least through the development of Norway as a comprehensive
welfare state wherein the local and regional levels play a central role (including having
played an important role in the very establishment of this system), the multilevel
Norwegian governing system has become tightly interwoven, and has been
characterized as an integrated model (Offerdal 2005).
The municipalities of today have a broad and comprehensive list of tasks, with
responsibility for central welfare benefits such as kindergartens, elementary schools,
health and social services (including various forms of care). Further, they are
responsible for libraries, various cultural measures, fire services, ports, municipal
roads, local environmental measures and garbage disposal. The municipalities are
also responsible for planning and organizing (facilitating) use of municipal land, such
as business development and housing construction. They also have large
administrative tasks associated with agriculture and handling of building cases.
The counties are responsible for secondary schools, public dental services and
public health and professional education. In addition, they are responsible for county
roads, and adjacent ferry stretches and local collective transport, certain regional and
district measures, regional planning, cultural measures, environmental protection and
administrative tasks in agriculture and aquaculture.(Meld.St. 12, 2011-2012:19)
Table 1 provides an overview of common frameworks in the UK and compares
those to the situation in Norway. Out of the 142 issues that have been identified as
common frameworks in the UK, a qualitative assessment shows that only seven of
these figure as competences for Norwegian counties and municipal governments.
highlights partisan-political divisions and a politically accountable administration.
https://www.regjeringen.no/no/tema/kommuner-ogregioner/kommunereform/Verktoy/lokaldemokrativeilederen/politisk-organisering-og-politikernesrolle/formannskap-eller-kommunerad/id2424163/
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Thus, the overall finding is that there is little direct overlap between on the one hand
those Scottish devolved competences that figure under the heading common
frameworks and on the other the competences of democratically elected Norwegian
county and municipal governments. Table 1 further shows that the main
correspondence between UK common frameworks and the regional Norwegian level
is within the governing bodies of the regional state.
b) The regional state
In effect, table 1 shows that all devolved powers figuring as common frameworks in
the UK are handled by the bodies of the regional Norwegian state. In line with Hansen
et al. (2006), we define regional state as “state bodies that are instructed by central
state administrative units but are endowed with tasks and objectives that can be
reached within a delimited portion of the country above municipal levels.”
The two tables thus exhibit a core feature of the Norwegian system of governing
which is the central role of the regional state administration. That in effect makes up a
professional bureaucracy that is appointed by the central state authorities in order to
extend the reach of the specialist state administration to the regional level. A key
category here is the directorate, which is a relatively independent professional body
(most Norwegian directorates are organized along so-called Swedish lines, as
independent bodies. The so-called Danish model incorporates such bodies within
government ministries). It is quite obvious that this system hems in the scope for
regional democratic governance.
The Norwegian system of regional and local government is thus two-pronged:
it consists on the one hand of democratically elected counties and municipalities based
on the generalist model and on the other of functionally specialized state regions.
Hansen et al. (2006) discuss this up against two theoretical models of multi-level
governance, which they label respectively: a) a generalist multifunctional model
governed by regionally elected bodies and b) a specialist single function model
administered by a professional bureaucracy appointed by central state authorities.
They note that the first model – exemplified by the counties – is based on federal
principles, in the sense that the regions are endowed with considerable policy forming
autonomy. The second model is one where the character – and the externalities – of
the tasks determine the optimal size of each individual regional unit, and thereby the
whole division of Norway into specialist regions. These state regions may enjoy a
certain amount of autonomy in making decisions as to the way in which their
responsibilities should be carried out in each region. Such discretionary power is,
however, based on professional rather than political criteria.
Today, the regional state is composed of about 40 different types of regions.4
Few of these regions share a common geographical division with common borders.
This fragmented regional structure creates problems of coordination across various
4

There are different definitions of what constitutes a Norwegian directorate. There are also different

numbers with regard to how many of the directorates form part of the regional state. A conservative
estimate would put the numbers at around 30. We have however listed all directorates in Table 2
because they affect regional and local affairs.
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state regions and in relation to the counties and municipalities. The problem has
become more salient over time, as the growth of state regions has contributed to
weaken the powers and functions of the elected regional and primary municipal level.
To sum up thus far, the formal designation of the Norwegian political system as
unitary does not rhyme with its multilevel structure and the values associated with that.
Local self-government has been held up as an important value, which has very strong
political and public support. At the same time, the state’s reach – through the strong
central government and its significant regional state administration clearly delimit the
scope for county and municipal self-government. The manner in which this significant
limitation is sought addressed is through the development of a system of extensive
albeit quite informal consultation, which is also critically important in the manner in
which the regional and municipal levels are involved in EU-related issues.
c) The European Dimension
Formally speaking, “EEA law has no impact on the legal basis for regional and local
government and does also not regulate the relationship between state and local [or
regional] government directly.”(Meld.St.12, 2011_2012:42 authors’ translation) Reality
is however more complex, and we will show how the counties and the municipal
governments are interwoven and form an intrinsic part of this structure.
The so-called Norwegian model of EU affiliation underlines the need to
distinguish between formal membership on the one hand and exposure to EU norms
and rules on the other. Norway is not only closely associated with the EU through a
whole range of different arrangements, Norway is a very active – and effective - EU
rule and norm adaptor.
Nevertheless, there are differences between EEA members on the one hand
and EU member states on the other with regard to what EU rules they adopt, how the
rules are incorporated and monitored, and how breaches are sanctioned. Some of
these differences will have bearing on how we need to think about Norwegian common
framework equivalents.
Norway’s EU affiliation is quite complex. At the heart of this association is the
European Economic Area (EEA) agreement. The EEA is limited in scope compared to
the cooperation within the EU, and does not include such areas as agriculture and
fisheries, the Monetary Union or justice and home affairs, to list some of the
differences. In addition to the rules of the single market, the agreement also includes
other areas such as research and development, education, social policy, the
environment, consumer protection, tourism and culture – collectively known as
‘flanking and horizontal’ policies.
Further, Norway has a broad range of associations with the EU in justice and
home affairs and in foreign and security policy. Norway is affiliated with the Schengen
agreement, with responsibility for border controls. The total number of Norway’s
agreements with the EU is around 120. Nevertheless, the most important arrangement
is the EEA agreement, which is dynamic and legally speaking based on the precept of
dynamic homogeneity (Fossum and Graver 2018). That is important given that the
present EU arrangement is both much wider and much deeper than was envisaged in
the agreement that took effect on January 1994. A case in point is the area of
5

agriculture, which was as noted excluded in the original agreement. At present, 40
percent of the EU rules and regulations that Norway incorporates are in the area of
agriculture (NOU 2012:2).5 They became included because of the need for market
access for fish and through the dynamics of horizontal expansion. These provisions
are not confined to border crossing activities but cover internal affairs: “In practice
today, this body of regulations makes up the main portion of all public regulation
pertaining to production, sale, labelling, hygiene and so forth with regard to fish and
agriculture in Norway and to a large extent sets the standards in both these
sectors.”(Official Norwegian Report NOU 2012:2, 646-47, authors’ translation )
Norway’s rationale for initially excluding agriculture was to maintain a system of
subsidies that was deemed necessary to sustain thriving rural communities in a
country where the conditions for large-scale farming are challenging. The reason for
excluding fisheries was to maintain national control with the management and
exploitation of marine resources. These objectives, both in the agricultural sector and
in fisheries, have been maintained under the EEA Agreement, and Norwegian policies
are not subject to EU control.
If we look at agriculture, which is an issue-area that figures strongly in common
frameworks, we see from Table 1 that the scope for local and regional government in
Norway is quite limited, whereas the regional state is highly present.
The lack of formal legal incorporation of counties and municipalities must be
seen in relation to the Norwegian Government’s emphasis on an active European
adaptation strategy that is aimed at all relevant stakeholders, including the regional
level, i.e. counties and municipalities. Subnational (regional and municipal) levels of
governing are able to affect and shape Norway’s EU relationship and EU policy.
• In what circumstances/purposes are common frameworks used and is
there any commonality of approach to their use across the jurisdiction?
As already noted, all Norwegian counties and municipalities are generalist
organisations endowed with the same basic legal functions. There are nevertheless
some special arrangements for some regions (as we will elaborate on further in the
below there are for instance regionally differentiated security contributions). As Table
1 shows, the fact that most Norwegian common framework ‘equivalents’ are operated
and implemented by regional state agencies, ensures a fairly high degree of uniformity
across all jurisdictions.
• What type of organisations are taking part in negotiating the common
framework? (e.g. national government, sub state government, external
trading partners, other public organisations)
Since Norway is not a member of the EU and therefore has limited access to EU
decision-making bodies;6 the Norwegian government has to supplement these with
alternative channels and resources in its efforts to influence and participate in
5

The specific conditions are regulated in the EEA agreement and its protocols. For agriculture, see
Art. 19, EEA. For fisheries, see Art. 20 with reference to protocol 9:
http://www.efta.int/sites/default/files/documents/legal-texts/eea/the-eeaagreement/Protocols%20to%20the%20Agreement/protocol9.pdf
6 For an overview and democratic assessment of Norway’s EU representation, see Fossum 2015.
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European cooperation. The government is promoting cooperation with informal groups
of EU member states in specific fields. Norway seeks to strengthen the dialogue with
the European Parliament. Local and regional authorities, businesses, the social
partners, universities and other actors take part in cooperation at the European level
in order directly and indirectly to influence the development of new common
frameworks in different sectors (NMFA 2018:23). The Mission of Norway to the EU is
an important actor. It has built in a regional dimension through a Counsellor for
Regional and Local Affairs.7
•

What are the benefits/limitations and restrictions of using common
frameworks?

Out of the total volume of EU rules and regulations that Norway incorporates,
approximately 70 percent have implications for the regional-municipal levels. The
relative lack of opportunities for Norway’s participation in EU decision-making
institutions entails that the EU’s rules and regulations operate on the regional level as
a kind of straightjacket. There is therefore a strong need for the counties and
municipalities to build competence and keep abreast with developments in their efforts
to ameliorate the effects of this difficult situation. Given that very much of that
competence is located in the regional state rather than the publically elected regional
bodies this becomes a democratic problem. It actually amplifies the democratic deficit
that emanates from Norway’s distinct EU affiliation (taxation and subjection to EU rules
and norms without representation).
•

What, if any, issues have arisen with the operation of the common
frameworks and how have those issues been resolved?

State aid and public procurement are both identified as UK common frameworks. In
Norway, they figure both under the regional state and as competencies for counties
and municipal levels. The municipalities have their funds (with reference to the income
allocation system) and make their own independent public procurements. If somebody
launches a complaint, that is directed to the Norwegian Complaint Board for Public
Procurement (KOFA), which is a state body.
Under the EEA Agreement, Norway must follow the rules for state aid that apply
in EU member states, including the rules for regional state aid. The EFTA Surveillance
Authority (ESA) monitors compliance with European Economic Area (EEA) rules in
Iceland, Liechtenstein and Norway. The ESA operates as a near-equivalent with the
Commission’s monitoring of state aid (see Figure 1).
The rules for regional state aid determine where regional state aid can be given
in each country and what types of aid are allowed. The level of aid allowed is
differentiated according to the level of development in each region. If state aid is
granted in excess of the amount approved by ESA, ESA will order repayment of the
unlawful state aid.
In addition to regional investment aid and transport aid, the rules allow for other
types of support in areas with very low population density. In Norway, this is a vitally
7
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important criterion. Norway has agreed with the EU to establish a certain threshold
level of number of people per square kilometer (which is 8); those regions that have a
lower population density will qualify for the system of differentiated social security
contributions.8 The rules also allow for aid to newly created small enterprises during
the first five years of their existence.
For many years, Norway has actively sought to influence the Commission with
regard to the development of new rules in this area. The Norwegian Government is
actively engaged and invited by the European Commission in every revision of the
Regional Aid guidelines.
•

By what process are common frameworks agreed (and over what
timescales)?

Formally speaking, the EEA agreement is based on a two-pillar structure (see Figure
1 for an overview of the EEA decision process and Figure 2 for the institutional makeup). This system does not give much scope for regions and municipalities, which are
not accorded direct participation in any of these institutions. Nevertheless, as noted
above, there is an informal process in place, which ensures some input (through the
Comitology system and various other arrangements for including municipalities and
regions).
Governance of common frameworks
•

What monitoring, evaluation and performance
undertaken on common frameworks?

assessments

are

The EEA includes institutions set up by the EFTA states to ensure an independent
surveillance authority, as well as to create procedures similar to those existing in the
EU – including procedures for ensuring the fulfilment of the obligations under the EEA
Agreement and for control of the legality of acts of the EFTA Surveillance Authority
regarding competition. The Surveillance and Court Agreement (SCA) between the
EFTA states regulates this. In Norway, ESA ensures that legal incorporation is in
accordance with EU law, and the EFTA Court in practice ensures the incorporation of
EU law.
The EEA EFTA Forum was set up by a decision of the Standing Committee of
the EFTA States as an informal body to involve elected representatives from local and
regional authorities in EEA matters. The Forum works closely with other EEA EFTA
bodies and has established links with the Committee of the Regions of the European
Union, an EU advisory body that was established in 1994 just after the signing of the
EEA Agreement.9
KS which operates as an interest organisation for counties and municipalities
plays a role as a significant consultation partner with the state. It is an employer’s
organisation and operates as a kind of lobby organisation. It facilitates counties’ and
municipalities’ internationalisation.
8

The two main areas that qualify are Northern Norway and Hedmark/Oppland. More information is
available at: https://www.regjeringen.no/no/aktuelt/Differensiert-arbeidsgiveravgift-Nye-kommuner-innog-full-kompensasjon/id762200/
9 http://www.efta.int/advisory-bodies/eea-efta-forum
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•

To what extent is this information reported on and published?

With regard to the formal arrangements involved, there is an extensive range of reports
(for instance from the EEA official journal EEA-lex10) that are produced to various
audiences/constituencies. Very much of this information is in the public realm, but not
all of it is available in English (a very useful source is Europalov, but that is only in
Norwegian11). There is also a Local and Regional European policy forum (see further
information below).
Information also accrues to actors through close interaction and cooperation.
With reference to the Norwegian Government’s strategy for cooperation with the EU
2018-2021* consultations and dialogue with affected parties are important in two ways:
a) the obligation set out in Norway's official instructions for planning and management
of central government programs and projects also applies to decisions relating to
Norway’s cooperation with the EU; and b) in addition to the ordinary consultation
arrangements in each of the ministries, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the Ministry
of Local Government and Modernisation are working together to further develop the
local and regional European policy forum, a forum for dialogue on European issues
between local and regional authorities and the Sámediggi (Sami parliament). The
Ministry of Foreign Affairs invites relevant parties to the regular meetings of the Early
Warning Group, which is made up of representatives of the social partners and the
Norwegian regional offices in Brussels. The aim is to share information and help
develop Norwegian positions as early on as possible in the EU policy development
process.
•

What level of Parliamentary oversight (or approval) is undertaken on
common frameworks during their agreement and post implementation?

There is no direct link between the Norwegian parliament and down to the regional
Norwegian level, but the regional levels are being consulted and at times asked to
submit comments/information. This is an informal dialogue, however. Further, there is
a cooperative network that is formalised but it is without an explicit legal basis: a
dialogue forum between a given ministry and the regional levels (fylke, commune,
Sameting).
At the central level, the main parliamentary oversight body is the EEA
Parliamentary Committee (Europautvalget), as well as other related committees
pertaining to the issue-are that is involved. Further, there are sometimes plenary
debates in Parliament that bring up issues. Further, Norway has an office in the EP on
behalf of the Storting. The Norwegian MP delegation for liaison with the EP (MPs in
foreign and security policy) meets the equivalent in the EP on an annual basis.
Norwegian parliamentarians are invited to participate in COSAC (Conference of
Parliamentary Committees for Union Affairs of Parliaments of the European Union
Conference of Parliamentary Committees for Union Affairs of Parliaments of the
European Union). There are also the Storting’s Delegation to the Conference on EU
Common Foreign and Security Policy (CFSP) and the EU Common Security and
10
11
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http://www.efta.int/eea-lex;
The following website is very useful: https://www.europalov.no/nyhetsbrev

Defence Policy (CSDP), the Storting’s Delegation for Relations with the European
Parliament, the Storting’s Delegation to the EFTA and EEA Parliamentary
Committees, and the Storting’s office in Brussels.
•

What institutional arrangements are required for operating common
frameworks?

We understand this to mean the arrangements in place, not what is ideally required.
In the Norwegian context, the institutional arrangements involved are on the one hand
associated with Norway’s distinct form of EU affiliation the two-pillar structure that
organises Norway’s EU relationship, see Figure 2). On the other hand is the allocation
of powers and competencies between the central state (including the regional state
bodies) and the counties and municipalities. The latter is a matter of the internal
structuring of the Norwegian state. In Norway these are two sets of separate decisions
with very little overlap. In addition, as is important to underline, the Norwegian
institutional system operates through extensive informal consultation and cooperation.
Each regional county has developed its own international strategies and a
common denominator in these regional strategies is the fact that all have defined
international relations as an important dimension in their role as a regional
development player and actor.
•

How binding/ flexible (such as legislative verses non legislative) are the
common frameworks and in what circumstances might they be altered,
revisited or revised?

Common frameworks in legal terms are binding and procedurally fixed. Consider the
question of efficiency in energy use which is identified as one of the UK common
frameworks (# 4 on the list in Table 1). Efficiency in energy use is incorporated as an
EU directive in Norwegian law. The municipalities which have competence through the
plan and building law are the operative units of this piece of legislation. Public
procurements that are undertaken at the municipal level where energy efficiency is a
relevant concern must take the directive into account. In certain cases, within the
public procurement procedure one might have to address several common
frameworks on the list which unto itself is not on the list as a county or municipality
competence. That will trigger an inter-institutional dialogue before the public
procurement can proceed. Public procurement registrations generally use OJ (official
journal) and TED (Tenders Electronic Daily).
When an EU regulation or an EU directive is incorporated the main source of
change is a change emanating from the EU. Norwegian legislators cannot unilaterally
alter this.12
Note that Article 97 EEA state that “This Agreement does not prejudge the right for each
Contracting Party to amend, without prejudice to the principle of nondiscrimination and after
having informed the other Contracting Parties, its internal legislation in the areas covered by
this Agreement:
- if the EEA Joint Committee concludes that the legislation as amended does not affect the
good functioning of this Agreement; or
-if the procedures referred to in Article 98 have been completed.” The scope of this article is
not clear because it does not appear to have been used. See Arnesen et al. 2018.
12
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•

How are any disputes resolved?

With regard to established legislation, ESA – individuals and companies can launch
complaints to ESA, which queries Norwegian authorities in order to establish what has
transpired. If ESA finds for the complainant, ESA will take this to court.
•

What, if any penalties apply (and on whom) if the agreement is defaulted
upon or its terms not adhered to?

Penalties apply if the agreement is defaulted. ESA and the EFTA Court are the key
institutions involved. In principle, the regions are not included but in actual practice
many of the problems can be initiated from the local or regional level which makes
them a party to the issue
Funding of common frameworks
The so-called free incomes that accrue to municipalities and counties consist of
framework grants and tax revenues.13 The level of the free incomes is determined by
a complex formula (price and wage growth, growth in free incomes, incorporation of
earmarked grants, special tasks under the framework grant and correction of
framework grants due to task changes). When the level of the total incomes is set, one
can determine the size of the total framework grant by deducting tax incomes from the
total level of free incomes.
The overarching purpose of the incomes system is to ensure that the
municipalities and counties can provide their inhabitants with a balanced (in terms of
fairly equal) level of services. In the distribution of framework grants, structural
differences in counties and municipalities are taken into consideration (equalization of
expenses) and differences in tax revenues (tax equalization).
The re-distribution as a consequence of expense and tax revenue equalization
takes place through the inhabitant grant. Expense equalization is grounded in
demographic, geographic and social conditions that yield cost differentials that
municipalities and counties are basically unable to affect.
In order for the municipal and county sector to provide an equivalent level of
services to their inhabitants, structural differences in costs need to be taken into
account when establishing the economic frames for each municipality and county.
Examples of such cost differences are age differences or travel distances within the
county or municipality. In order to obtain a reasonable distribution of the economic
conditions the incomes are also equalized. Tax equalization includes incomes and
wealth tax from personal tax-payers and natural resource tax from power plants.
The income allocation system also contains grants that are justified by regional
political aims: district grant to Southern Norway; district grant to Northern Norway; big
city grant; regional center grant; growth grant. The counties of Nordland, Troms and
Finnmark receive Northern Norway grants. In addition, discretionary grants are offered

13

The following description of the incomes system is translated from KMD 2018.
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to compensate municipalities and counties for special local conditions that are not
captured by the fixed element of the incomes system.
The municipalities’ free incomes in 2018 are estimated to NOK 369,7 billion in
2018 (UK £: 33,97 billion ). The free incomes consist of framework grants (44 percent)
and tax incomes (56 percent) and constitute together with VAT compensation close to
80 percent of the total incomes in the municipal and county sector. These are incomes
that the municipalities and counties can decide over without other constraints than
existing laws and regulations.
•

What, if any, funding is provided to support the obligations and
commitment arising from common frameworks (and if so, which parties
generally provide that funding)?

There are only really public sources of funding, which accrue to the regional level, as
specified above.
•

What is the interaction between common frameworks and the negotiation
of international agreements including free trade deals?

EFTA allows Norway to sign trade agreements with third parties, and Norway can sign
bilateral agreements as well. Some of these will have bearings on the organisations
at the regional level but regional organisations are not directly involved in the
negotiations. They may be informally consulted. KS is normally the relevant party to
consult.
Policy making arising from common frameworks
•

Within the common frameworks what flexibility do sub state jurisdictions
have to determine their own policies (new or existing) and
implementation?

They have limited legal say but there is an extensive dialogue that is critically
important. That is a function of trust it also and helps to build trust. Regional powers
are negatively delineated, which means that these bodies can initiate new policies as
long as they are not already legally defined. Norway’s overall EU relationship is depoliticised. This is done by the manner in which the political parties have de facto
separated the highly controversial issue of EU membership that is not being discussed
from the issue of EU adaptation that is allowed to be quite dynamic. There is quite a
strong public support for the EEA Agreement, which helps sustain this. Another factor,
which matters is the high level of trust that Norwegians have in the government and
the public sector.14 The upshot is that it is possible for Norway to build strong trust
relations with the EU. This two-way trust relationship (high levels of trust within Norway
and high levels of trust EU – Norway) can only be sustained through numerous
informal patterns and processes of inclusion, consultation and cooperation.

Norway’s public sector ranks among the top ones in the World Bank’s ranking of public
administrations. Source: https://www.difi.no/rapporter-og-statistikk/nokkeltall-ogstatistikk/organisering-av-staten#6067
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Figure 1: EEA Decision shaping (source: http://www.efta.int/eea/decision-shaping)

Figure 2: The Two-Pillar EEA Structure (source: http://www.efta.int/eea/eeainstitutions)
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Table 1: COMMON FRAMEWORKS in the UK compared to the situation in Norway٭
Policy Area

Northern
Ireland

Scotland

Wales

Lead Norwegian
Ministry

Norwegian Directorate

Regional
State

County/
Municip
al level

Carbon Capture & Storage

Yes

Yes

Yes

Ministry of
Petroleum and
Energy

Petroleum Directorate

Yes

No

Company Law

Yes

No

No

Ministry of Trade,
Industries and
Fisheries

Norwegian Competition
Authority

Yes

No

Consumer law including
protection and enforcement

Yes

No

No

Ministry of Children
and Equality

Consumer Authority

Yes

No

Efficiency in energy use

Yes

Yes

Yes

Ministry of
Petroleum and
Energy

Norwegian Water
Resources and Energy
Directorate

Yes

Yes

Elements of Employment Law,
including health and safety at
work

Yes

No

No

Ministry of Labour
and Social Affairs

Norwegian Labour
Inspection Authority

Yes

Yes

Environmental law concerning
energy planning consents

Yes

Yes

Yes

Ministry of Climate
and Environment

Norwegian Environment
Agency

Yes

No

Environmental law concerning
offshore oil and gas installations
within territorial waters

Yes

Yes

Yes

Ministry of Climate
and Environment

Norwegian Environment
Agency

Yes

No

Heat metering and billing
information

Yes

Yes

No

Ministry of Trade,
Industries and
Fisheries

Norwegian Metrology
Service

Yes

No

UK Department for Business,
Energy and Industrial Strategy
(BEIS)
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High Efficiency Cogeneration

Yes

Yes

No

Ministry of
Petroleum and
Energy

Norwegian Water
Resources and Energy
Directorate

Yes

No

Implementation of EU Emissions
Trading System

Yes

Yes

Yes

Ministry of Climate
and Environment

Norwegian Environment
Agency

Yes

No

Late Payment Commercial
Transactions

Yes

Yes

No

Ministry of Finance

National Collection
Agency

Yes

No

Mutual recognition of
professional qualifications

Yes

Yes

Yes

Ministry of
Education and
Research

Directorate of
Internationalization and
Quality Development in
Higher Education

Yes

No

Non-food product design and
labelling

Yes

No

No

Ministry of Trade,
Industries and
Fisheries

Norwegian Patent Office

Yes

No

Onshore hydrocarbons licensing

Yes

Yes

Yes

Ministry of
Petroleum and
Energy

Norwegian Petroleum
Directorate

Yes

No

Product Safety and Standards

Yes

No

No

Ministry of Trade,
Industries and
Fisheries

Consumer Authority

Yes

No

Radioactive Source Notifications
- Transfrontier shipments

Yes

Yes

Yes

Ministry of Health
and Care Services

Norwegian Radiation
Protection Authority

Yes

No

Radioactive waste treatment and
disposal

Yes

Yes

Yes

Ministry of Health
and Care Services

Norwegian Radiation
Protection Authority

Yes

No

Recognition of Insolvency
Proceedings in EU Member
States

Yes

Yes

No

Ministry of Trade,
Industries and
Fisheries

Norwegian Competition
Authority

Yes

No

Renewable Energy Directive

Yes

Yes

No

Ministry of
Petroleum and
Energy

Norwegian Water
Resources and Energy
Directorate

Yes

No
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Security of supply (emergency
stocks of oil)

Yes

No

No

Ministry of
Petroleum and
Energy

Petroleum Directorate

Yes

No

Security of supply (gas)

Yes

No

No

Ministry of
Petroleum and
Energy

Petroleum Directorate

Yes

No

Single energy market/Third
Energy Package

Yes

No

No

Ministry of
Petroleum and
Energy

Norwegian Water
Resources and Energy
Directorate

Yes

No

State Aid

Yes

Yes

Yes

Ministry of Trade,
Norwegian Competition
Industries and
Authority
Fisheries/ Ministry
of Finance/ Ministry
of Local
Government and
Modernisation

Yes

Yes

Public Sector Procurement

Yes

Yes

Yes

Ministry of Trade,
Industries and
Fisheries

Norwegian Competition
Authority

Yes

Yes

Statistics

Yes

Yes

Yes

Ministry of Finance

Statistics Norway

Yes

No

Voting rights and candidacy
rules for EU citizens in local
government elections

No

Yes

Yes

Ministry of Local
Government and
Modernisation

Election Directorate

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Ministry of Local
Government and
Modernisation

Directorate for building
quality

Yes

Yes

UK Cabinet Office (CO)

UK Ministry of Housing,
Communities and Local
Government (MHCLG)
Energy Performance of Buildings
Directive
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Environmental Impact
Assessment (EIA) Directive

Yes

Yes

Yes

Ministry of Climate
and Environment

Norwegian Environment
Agency

Yes

No

Hazardous Substances Planning

Yes

Yes

Yes

Ministry of Climate
and Environment

Norwegian Environment
Agency

Yes

No

Strategic Environmental
Assessment (SEA) Directive

Yes

Yes

Yes

Ministry of Climate
and Environment

Norwegian Environment
Agency

Yes

No

Elements of the Network and
Information Security (NIS)
Directive

Yes

Yes

Yes

Ministry of Local
Government and
Modernisation

Data inspectorate

Yes

No

Provision in the 1995 Data
Protection Directive (soon to be
replaced by the General Data
Protection Regulation) that
allows for more than one
supervisory authority in each
member state.

Yes

Yes

Yes

Ministry of Local
Government and
Modernisation

Data inspectorate

Yes

No

The Rental and Lending
Directive (concerning library
lending)

Yes

No

No

Ministry of Culture

National Library

Yes

Yes

Agricultural Support

Yes

Yes

Yes

Ministry of
Agriculture and
Food

Norwegian Agriculture
Agency

Yes

No

Agriculture - Fertiliser
Regulations

Yes

Yes

Yes

Ministry of
Agriculture and
Food

Norwegian Agriculture
Agency

Yes

No

UK Department for Culture,
Media and Sport (DCMS)

UK Department for the
Environment, Food and Rural
Affairs (Defra)
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Agriculture - GMO Marketing &
Cultivation

Yes

Yes

Yes

Ministry of
Agriculture and
Food

Norwegian Food Safety
Authority

Yes

No

Agriculture - Organic Farming

Yes

Yes

Yes

Ministry of
Agriculture and
Food

Norwegian Food Safety
Authority

Yes

No

Agriculture - Zootech

Yes

Yes

Yes

Ministry of
Agriculture and
Food

Norwegian Food Safety
Authority

Yes

No

Animal Health and Traceability

Yes

Yes

Yes

Ministry of
Agriculture and
Food

Norwegian Food Safety
Authority

Yes

No

Animal Welfare

Yes

Yes

Yes

Ministry of
Agriculture and
Food

Norwegian Food Safety
Authority

Yes

No

Environmental quality - Air
Quality

Yes

Yes

Yes

Ministry of Climate
and Environment

Norwegian Environment
Agency

Yes

No

Environmental quality Biodiversity - access and benefit
sharing of genetic resources
(ABS)

Yes

Yes

Yes

Ministry of Climate
and Environment

Norwegian Environment
Agency

Yes

No

Environmental quality Chemicals

Yes

Yes

Yes

Ministry of Climate
and Environment

Norwegian Environment
Agency

Yes

No

Environmental quality - Flood
Risk Management

Yes

Yes

Yes

Ministry of Climate
and Environment

Norwegian Environment
Agency

Yes

No

Environmental quality International timber trade (EUTR
and FLEGT)

Yes

Yes

Yes

Ministry of Climate
and Environment

Norwegian Environment
Agency

Yes

No

Environmental quality - Marine
environment

Yes

Yes

Yes

Ministry of Climate
and Environment

Norwegian Environment
Agency

Yes

No
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Environmental quality - Natural
Environment and Biodiversity

Yes

Yes

Yes

Ministry of Climate
and Environment

Norwegian Environment
Agency

Yes

No

Environmental quality - Ozone
depleting substances and Fgases

Yes

Yes

Yes

Ministry of Climate
and Environment

Norwegian Environment
Agency

Yes

No

Environmental quality Pesticides

Yes

Yes

Yes

Ministry of Climate
and Environment

Norwegian Environment
Agency

Yes

No

Environmental quality - Spatial
Data Infrastructure Standards

Yes

Yes

Yes

Ministry of Climate
and Environment

Norwegian Environment
Agency

Yes

No

Environmental quality - Waste
Packaging & Product
Regulations

Yes

Yes

Yes

Ministry of Climate
and Environment

Norwegian Environment
Agency

Yes

No

Environmental quality - Waste
Producer Responsibility
Regulations

Yes

Yes

Yes

Ministry of Climate
and Environment

Norwegian Environment
Agency

Yes

No

Environmental quality - Water
Quality

Yes

Yes

Yes

Ministry of Climate
and Environment

Norwegian Environment
Agency

Yes

No

Environmental quality - Water
Resources

Yes

Yes

Yes

Ministry of Climate
and Environment

Norwegian Environment
Agency

Yes

No

Fisheries Management &
Support

Yes

Yes

Yes

Ministry of Trade,
Industries and
Fisheries

Directorate of Fisheries

Yes

No

Food Compositional Standards

Yes

Yes

Yes

Ministry of
Agriculture and
Food

Norwegian Food Safety
Authority

Yes

No

Food Geographical Indications
(Protected Food Names)

Yes

Yes

Yes

Ministry of
Agriculture and
Food

Norwegian Food Safety
Authority

Yes

No

Food Labelling

Yes

Yes

Yes

Ministry of
Agriculture and
Food

Norwegian Food Safety
Authority

Yes

No
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Forestry (domestic)

Yes

Yes

Yes

Ministry of
Agriculture and
Food

Norwegian Agriculture
Agency

Yes

No

Land use

Yes

Yes

Yes

Ministry of
Agriculture and
Food

Norwegian Agriculture
Agency

Yes

No

Plant Health, Seeds, and
Propagating Material

Yes

Yes

Yes

Ministry of
Agriculture and
Food

Norwegian Agriculture
Agency

Yes

No

Aviation Noise Management at
Airports

Yes

Yes

No

Ministry of
Transport and
Communications

Civil Aviation Authority

Yes

No

Driver Licensing Directive
(roads). Also Driver certificates
of Professional Competence

Yes

No

No

Ministry of
Transport and
Communications

Directorate of Public
Roads

Yes

Yes

Harbours

Yes

Yes

Yes

Ministry of
Transport and
Communications

Directorate for Coastal
Administration

Yes

Yes

Inland transport of dangerous
goods and transportable
pressure equipment

Yes

No

No

Ministry of
Transport and
Communications

Directorate of Public
Roads

Yes

No

Maritime Employment and Social
Rights

Yes

No

No

Ministry of Labour
and Social Affairs

Maritime Directorate

Yes

No

Operator licensing (roads)

Yes

No

No

Ministry of
Transport and
Communications

Directorate of Public
Roads

Yes

No

Passenger Rights (rail)

Yes

No

No

Ministry of
Transport and
Communications

Norwegian Railway
Directorate

Yes

No

UK Department for Transport
(DfT)
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Rail Franchising Rules

Yes

Yes

Yes

Ministry of
Transport and
Communications

Norwegian Railway
Directorate

Yes

No

Rail Markets and Operating
Licensing

Yes

Yes

No

Ministry of
Transport and
Communications

Norwegian Railway
Directorate

Yes

No

Rail Markets: safety rules and
régimes

Yes

No

No

Ministry of
Transport and
Communications

Norwegian Railway
Directorate

Yes

No

Rail Markets: technical
standards

Yes

No

No

Ministry of
Transport and
Communications

Norwegian Railway
Directorate

Yes

No

Rail Markets: Train driving
licenses and other certificates
directive

Yes

No

No

Ministry of
Transport and
Communications

Norwegian Railway
Directorate

Yes

No

Rail Workers Rights Directive

Yes

No

No

Ministry of Labour
and Social Affairs

Norwegian Labour
Inspection Authority

Yes

No

Roads - Motor Insurance
(minimum required levels of
insurance and various
compensation schemes, not
insurance, financial and
prudential regulation, which is
reserved)

Yes

No

No

Ministry of
Transport and
Communications

Norwegian Railway
Directorate

Yes

No

Roadworthiness Directive

Yes

No

No

Ministry of
Transport and
Communications

Directorate of Public
Roads

Yes

No

Transporting dangerous goods
by rail, road and inland waterway
Directive

Yes

No

No

Ministry of
Transport and
Communications

Directorate of Public
Roads

Yes

No
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Vehicle registration (roads)

Yes

No

No

Ministry of
Transport and
Communications

Directorate of Public
Roads

Yes

No

Vehicle standards - various
types approval Directives (roads)

Yes

No

No

Ministry of
Transport and
Communications

Directorate of Public
Roads

Yes

No

Working Time Rules and
Harmonisation of Hours Directive
and regulations on tachographs

Yes

No

No

Ministry of Labour
and Social Affairs

Norwegian Labour
Inspection Authority

Yes

No

Blood Safety and Quality

Yes

Yes

Yes

Ministry of Health
and Care Services

Norwegian Directorate for
Health

Yes

No

Clinical trials of medicinal
products for human use

Yes

No

No

Ministry of Health
and Care Services

Norwegian Directorate for
Health

Yes

No

Elements of Reciprocal
Healthcare

Yes

Yes

Yes

Ministry of Health
and Care Services

Norwegian Directorate for
Health

Yes

No

Elements of Tobacco Regulation

Yes

Yes

Yes

Ministry of Health
and Care Services

Norwegian Directorate for
Health

Yes

No

Free movement of healthcare
(the right of EEA citizens to have
their elective procedure in
another MS)

Yes

Yes

Yes

Ministry of Health
and Care Services

Norwegian Directorate for
Health

Yes

No

Good laboratory practice

Yes

Yes

Yes

Ministry of Health
and Care Services

Norwegian Directorate for
Health

Yes

No

Medical devices

Yes

No

No

Ministry of Health
and Care Services

Norwegian Directorate for
Health

Yes

No

Medicinal products for human
use

Yes

No

No

Ministry of Health
and Care Services

Norwegian Directorate for
Health

Yes

No

UK Department of Health and
Social Care (DHSC)
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Medicine Prices

Yes

No

No

Ministry of Health
and Care Services

Norwegian Directorate for
Health

Yes

No

Nutrition health claims,
composition and labelling

Yes

Yes

Yes

Ministry of Health
and Care Services

Norwegian Directorate for
Health

Yes

No

Organs

Yes

Yes

Yes

Ministry of Health
and Care Services

Norwegian Directorate for
Health

Yes

No

Public health (serious crossborder threats to health)

Yes

Yes

Yes

Ministry of Health
and Care Services

Norwegian Directorate for
Health

Yes

No

Tissues and cells

Yes

Yes

Yes

Ministry of Health
and Care Services

Norwegian Directorate for
Health

Yes

No

European Social Security Coordination

Yes

Yes

No

Ministry of Labour
and Social Affairs

Labour and welfare
service

Yes

No

Migrant access to benefits

Yes

Yes

No

Ministry of Labour
and Social Affairs

Labour and welfare
service

Yes

No

Private cross border pensions

Yes

No

No

Ministry of Labour
and Social Affairs

Labour and welfare
service

Yes

No

Yes

Yes

Yes

Ministry of
Agriculture and
Food

Norwegian Food Safety
Authority

Yes

No

Yes

Yes

Yes

Ministry of Children
and Equality

Equality and Antidiscrimination Ombud

Yes

No

UK Department for Work and
Pensions (DWP)

UK Food Standards Agency
(FSA)
Food and Feed Law

UK Government Equalities
Office (GEO)
Equal Treatment Legislation
UK Home Office (HO)
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Data sharing - (EU fingerprint
database (EuroDac)

Yes

Yes

No

Ministry of Justice

National Police Directorate

Yes

No

Data sharing - European
Criminal Records Information
System (ECRIS)

Yes

Yes

No

Ministry of Justice

National Police Directorate

Yes

No

Data sharing - False and
Authentic Documents Online
(FADO)

Yes

Yes

No

Ministry of Justice

National Police Directorate

Yes

No

Data sharing - passenger name
records

Yes

Yes

No

Ministry of Justice

National Police Directorate

Yes

No

Data sharing - Prüm framework

Yes

Yes

No

Ministry of Justice

National Police Directorate

Yes

No

Data sharing - Schengen
Information System (SIS II)

Yes

Yes

No

Ministry of Justice

National Police Directorate

Yes

No

EU agencies - EU-LISA

Yes

Yes

No

Ministry of Justice

National Police Directorate

Yes

No

EU agencies - Eurojust

Yes

Yes

No

Ministry of Justice

National Police Directorate

Yes

No

EU agencies - Europol

Yes

Yes

No

Ministry of Justice

National Police Directorate

Yes

No

Minimum standards legislation child sexual exploitation

Yes

Yes

No

Ministry of Justice

National Police Directorate

Yes

No

Minimum standards legislation cybercrime

Yes

Yes

No

Ministry of Justice

National Police Directorate

Yes

No

Minimum standards legislation football disorder

Yes

Yes

No

Ministry of Justice

National Police Directorate

Yes

No

Minimum standards legislation housing & care: regulation of the
use of animals

Yes

Yes

No

Ministry of Justice

National Police Directorate

Yes

No

Minimum standards legislation human trafficking

Yes

Yes

No

Ministry of Justice

National Police Directorate

Yes

No
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Practical cooperation in law
enforcement - Asset Recovery
Offices

Yes

Yes

No

Ministry of Justice

National Police Directorate

Yes

No

Practical cooperation in law
enforcement - Europan Judicial
Network

Yes

Yes

No

Ministry of Justice

National Police Directorate

Yes

No

Practical cooperation in law
enforcement - European
Investigation Order

Yes

Yes

No

Ministry of Justice

National Police Directorate

Yes

No

Practical cooperation in law
enforcement - Implementation of
European Arrest Warrant

Yes

Yes

No

Ministry of Justice

National Police Directorate

Yes

No

Practical cooperation in law
enforcement - Joint Action on
Organised Crime

Yes

Yes

No

Ministry of Justice

National Police Directorate

Yes

No

Practical cooperation in law
enforcement - Joint Investigation
teams

Yes

Yes

No

Ministry of Justice

National Police Directorate

Yes

No

Practical cooperation in law
enforcement - Mutual Legal
Assistance

Yes

Yes

No

Ministry of Justice

National Police Directorate

Yes

No

Practical cooperation in law
enforcement - Mutual
Recognition of Asset Freezing
Orders

Yes

Yes

No

Ministry of Justice

National Police Directorate

Yes

No

Practical cooperation in law
enforcement - Mutual
Recognition of Confiscation
Orders

Yes

Yes

No

Ministry of Justice

National Police Directorate

Yes

No

Practical cooperation in law
enforcement - Schengen Article
40

Yes

Yes

No

Ministry of Justice

National Police Directorate

Yes

No
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Practical cooperation in law
enforcement - Swedish Initiative

Yes

Yes

No

Ministry of Justice

National Police Directorate

Yes

No

Chemicals Regulation

Yes

Yes

Yes

Ministry of Climate
and Environment

Norwegian Environment
Agency

Yes

No

Civil use of explosives

Yes

No

No

Ministry of Justice

National Police Directorate

Yes

No

Control of Major Accident
Hazards

Yes

Yes

Yes

Ministry of Justice

National Police Directorate

Yes

No

Genetically modified microorganisms contained use

Yes

Yes

Yes

Ministry of Climate
and Environment

Norwegian Environment
Agency

Yes

No

Health and Safety at work

Yes

No

No

Ministry of Labour
and Social Affairs

Norwegian Labour
Inspection Authority

Yes

No

Ionising Radiation

Yes

Yes

Yes

Ministry of Justice

National Police Directorate

Yes

No

Civil judicial co-operation jurisdiction and recognition &
enforcement of judgements in
civil & commerical matters
(including B1 rules and related
EU conventions)

Yes

Yes

No

Ministry of Justice

National Police Directorate

Yes

No

Civil judicial co-operation jurisdiction and recognition &
enforcement of judgements
instruments in family law
(including BIIa, Maintenance and
civil protection orders)

Yes

Yes

No

Ministry of Justice

National Police Directorate

Yes

No

Civil judicial co-operation on
service of documents and taking
of evidence

Yes

Yes

No

Ministry of Justice

National Police Directorate

Yes

No

UK Health and Safety
Executive (HSE)

UK Ministry of Justice (MOJ)
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Criminal offences minimum
standards measures Combating Child Sexual
Exploitation Directive

Yes

Yes

No

Ministry of Justice

National Police Directorate

Yes

No

Cross-Border Mediation

Yes

Yes

No

Ministry of Justice

National Police Directorate

Yes

No

Legal aid in cross-border cases

Yes

Yes

No

Ministry of Justice

National Police Directorate

Yes

No

Mutual recognition of criminal
court judgments measures &
cross-border co-operation European Protection Order,
Prisoner Transfer Framework
Directive, European Supervision
Directive, Compensation to
Crime Victims Directive

Yes

Yes

No

Ministry of Justice

National Police Directorate

Yes

No

Procedural Rights (Criminal
Cases) - Minimum Standards
Measures

Yes

Yes

No

Ministry of Justice

National Police Directorate

Yes

No

Provision of Legal Services

Yes

Yes

No

Ministry of Justice

National Police Directorate

Yes

No

Rules on Applicable Law in Civil
and Commercial Cross-Border
Claims

Yes

Yes

No

Ministry of Justice

National Police Directorate

Yes

No

Sentencing - Taking Convictions
into account

Yes

Yes

No

Ministry of Justice

National Police Directorate

Yes

No

Uniform fast track procedures for
certain civil and commercial
claims (uncontested debts, small
claims)

Yes

Yes

No

Ministry of Justice

National Police Directorate

Yes

No

Victims Rights Measures
(Criminal Cases)

Yes

Yes

No

Ministry of Justice

National Police Directorate

Yes

No

٭UK data are taken from Paun (2018). Norwegian data are prepared by Jan Edøy.
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Tabell 2: Norwegian Directorates
Norwegian
Directorates Norwegian name
(all 68
alphabetical)

Norwegian
Directorates English name

Webpage

Arbeids- og
velferdsdirektorat
et

Labour and
welfare service

www.nav.no

23.03.
06

Ministry of
Labour and
Social Affairs

Arbeidstilsynet

Norwegian
Labour
Inspection
Authority

www.arbeidstilsynet.n 09.08.
o
95

Ministry of
Labour and
Social Affairs

Barne-, ungdomsog
familiedirektoratet

Norwegian
Directorate for
Children,
Youth and
Family Affairs

www.bufetat.no

08.10.
03

Ministry of
Children and
Equality

Brønnøysundregi
strene

The
Brønnøysund
Register
Centre

www.brreg.no

09.08.
95

Ministry of
Trade, Industry
and Fisheries

Datatilsynet

Data
Inspectorate

www.datatilsynet.no

09.08.
95

Ministry of
Local
Government
and
Modernisation

Direktoratet for
byggkvalitet

Directorate for
building quality

www.dibk.no

09.08.
95

Ministry of
Local
Government
and
Modernisation

Direktoratet for ehelse

Directorate for
e-health

www.ehelse.no

17.09.
15

Ministry of
Health and
Care Services

Direktoratet for
forvaltning og ikt

Agency for
Public
Management
and
eGovernement

www.difi.no

15.10.
07

Ministry of
Local
Government
and
Modernisation

Direktoratet for
mineralforvaltning
med
Bergmesteren for
Svalbard

The
Directorate of
Mining with the
Commissioner
of Mines at
Svalbard

www.dirmin.no

09.08.
95

Ministry of
Trade, Industry
and Fisheries
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Superior
Ministry

Direktoratet for
Directorate for
samfunnssikkerhe Civil Protection
t og beredskap
and
Emergency
Planning

www.dsb.no

09.08.
95

Ministry of
Justice

Direktoratet for
utviklingssamarbe
id

Norwegian
Agency for
Development
Cooperation

www.norad.no/

20.02.
95

Ministry of
Foreign Affairs

Direktoratet for
økonomistyring

Government
Agency for
Financial
Management

www.dfo.no

18.11.
03

Ministry of
Finance

Finanstilsynet

The Financial
Supervisory
Authority

www.finanstilsynet.no

09.08.
95

Ministry of
Finance

Fiskeridirektoratet

Directorate of
Fisheries

www.fiskeridir.no/

20.02.
95

Ministry of
Trade, Industry
and Fisheries

Folkehelseinstitutt
et

Norwegian
Institute of
Public Health

www.fhi.no

06.11.
01

Ministry of
Health and
Care Services

Forbrukertilsynet

Consumer
Authority

www.forbrukertilsynet
.no

09.08.
95

Ministry of
Children and
Equality

Helsedirektoratet

Norwegian
Directorate for
Health

www.helsedirektorate
t.no

13.08.
01

Ministry of
Health and
Care Services

Husbanken

Norwegian
State Housing
Bank

www.Husbanken.no

09.08.
95

Ministry of
Local
Government
and
Modernisation

Integrerings- og
mangfoldsdirektor
atet

Directorate of
Integration and
Diversity

www.imdi.no

15.02.
05

Ministry of
Education and
Research

Jernbanedirektora Norwegian
tet
Railway
Directorate

www.jernbanedirektor 26.02.
atet.no
16

Ministry of
Transport and
Communicatio
ns

Justervesenet

Norwegian
Metrology
Service

www.justervesenet.n
o/

09.08.
95

Ministry of
Trade, Industry
and Fisheries

Kompetanse
Norge

Skills Norway

www.kompetansenor
ge.no

13.09.
95

Ministry of
Education and
Research
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Konkurransetilsyn
et

Norwegian
Competition
Authority

www.konkurransetilsy 09.08.
net.no
95

Ministry of
Trade, Industry
and Fisheries

Kontoret for
voldsoffererstatni
ng

Norwegian
Criminal
Injuries
Compensation
Authority

www.voldsoffererstat
ning.no

28.10.
03

Ministry of
Justice

Kriminalomsorgsdirektoratet

Norwegian
Directorate for
Correctional
Services

www.kriminalomsorg
en.no

17.04.
13

Ministry of
Justice

Kulturtanken

Concerts
Norway

www.rikskonsertene.
no/

09.08.
95

Ministry of
Culture

Kunnskapsdepart
e-mentets
tjenesteorgan

Unit Directorate for
ICT and joint
services in
higher
education and
research

-

29.08.
17

Ministry of
Education and
Research

Kunst i offentlige
rom

Public Art
Norway
(KORO)

www.koro.no

16.01.
98

Ministry of
Culture

Kystverket

Directorate for
Coastal
Administration

www.kystverket.no

16.01.
98

Ministry of
Transport and
Communicatio
ns

Landbruksdirektor
atet

Norwegian
Agriculture
Agency

www.slf.dep.no/

28.02.
00

Ministry of
Agriculture and
Food

Lotteri- og
stiftelsestilsynet

Norwegian
Gaming Board

www.lottstift.no

20.09.
00

Ministry of
Culture

Luftfartstilsynet

Civil Aviation
Authority

www.luftfartstilsynet.n 08.10.
o/
99

Ministry of
Transport and
Communicatio
ns

Lånekassen

State
Educational
Loan Fund

www.lanekassen.no

12.03.
95

Ministry of
Education and
Research

Mattilsynet

Norwegian
Food Safety
Authority

www.mattilsynet.no/

12.02.
03

Ministry of
Agriculture and
Food

Medietilsynet

Norwegian
Media
Authority

www.medietilsynet.no 09.08.
95

31

Ministry of
Culture

Miljødirektoratet

Norwegian
Environment
Agency

www.miljodir.no

28.01.
13

Ministry of
Climate and
Environment

Nasjonal
kommunikasjonsmyndighet

Norwegian
Communicatio
ns Authority
(Nkom)

www.nkom.no

16.05.
95

Ministry of
Transport and
Communicatio
ns

Nasjonal
sikkerhetsmyndig
het

Norwegian
National
Security
Authority
(NoNSA)

www.nsm.stat.no/

03.12.
02

Ministry of
Defence

Nasjonalt organ
for kvalitet i
utdanningen

Norwegian
Agency for
Quality
Assurance in
Education

www.nokut.no

06.11.
02

Ministry of
Education and
Research

Norges
vassdrags- og
energidirektorat

Norwegian
www.nve.no
Water
Resources and
Energy
Directorate

20.02.
95

Ministry of
Petroleum and
Energy

Norsk
akkreditering

Norwegian
Accrediation

www.akkreditert.no

10.09.
03

Ministry of
Trade, Industry
and Fisheries

Norsk filminstitutt

New
Norwegian
Film Institute

www.nfi.no

22.01.
08

Ministry of
Culture

Norsk kulturråd

Arts Council
Norway

www.kulturrad.no/

09.08.
95

Ministry of
Culture

Norsk
Norwegian
pasientskadeersta System of
tning
Compensation
to Patients

www.npe.no

23.10.
02

Ministry of
Health and
Care Services

Norsk
polarinstitutt

Norwegian
Polar Institute

npweb.npolar.no/

12.03.
95

Ministry of
Climate and
Environment

Oljedirektoratet

Norwegian
Petroleum
Directorate

www.npd.no/

12.03.
95

Ministry of
Petroleum and
Energy

Patentstyret

Norwegian
Patent Office

www.patentstyret.no

09.08.
95

Ministry of
Trade, Industry
and Fisheries

Pensjonstrygden
for sjømenn

Pension
Insurance for
Seamen

www.pts.no

09.08.
95

Ministry of
Labour and
Social Affairs
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Petroleumstilsyne
t

Petroleum
Safety
Authority
Norway

www.ptil.no

22.10.
03

Ministry of
Labour and
Social Affairs

Politidirektoratet

National Police
Directorate

www.politi.no

24.10.
00

Ministry of
Justice

Riksantikvaren

Directorate for
Cultural
Heritage

www.riksantikvaren.n
o/

09.08.
95

Ministry of
Climate and
Environment

-

03.05.
17

Ministry of
Justice

Sivil
klareringsmyndigh
et
Sjøfartsdirektorat
et

Norwegian
Maritime
Directorate

www.sjofartsdir.no/

09.08.
95

Ministry of
Trade, Industry
and Fisheries

Skattedirektoratet

Directorate of
Taxes

www.skatteetaten.no/

09.08.
95

Ministry of
Finance

Statens
havarikommisjon
for transport

Accident
Investigation
Board Norway

www.aibn.no

13.10.
99

Ministry of
Transport and
Communicatio
ns

Statens
helsetilsyn

Norwegian
Board of
Health
Supervision

www.helsetilsynet.no

09.08.
95

Ministry of
Health and
Care Services

Statens
jernbanetilsyn

Norwegian
Railway
Inspectorate

www.sjt.no/

04.11.
97

Ministry of
Transport and
Communicatio
ns

Statens kartverk

Norwegian
Mapping
Authority

www.kartverket.no

12.03.
95

Ministry of
Local
Government
and
Modernisation

Statens
legemiddelverk

Norwegian
Medicines
Agency

www.legemiddelverke 09.08.
t.no
95

Ministry of
Health and
Care Services

Statens
sivilrettsforvaltnin
g

Norwegian
Civil Affairs
Authority

www.sivilrett.no

28.10.
03

Ministry of
Justice

www.nrpa.no/

09.08.
95

Ministry of
Health and
Care Services

Statens strålevern Norwegian
Radiation
Protection
Authority
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Statistisk
sentralbyrå

Statistics
Norway

www.ssb.no

20.02.
95

Ministry of
Finance

Tolldirektoratet

Directorate of
Norwegian
Customs

www.toll.no/

09.08.
95

Ministry of
Finance

Utdanningsdirekto Norwegian
ratet
Directorate for
Education and
Training

www.utdanningsdirek
toratet.no

12.03.
95

Ministry of
Education and
Research

Utlendingsdirektor Norwegian
atet
Directorate of
Immigration

www.udi.no/

09.08.
95

Ministry of
Justice

Valgdirektoratet

Election
Directorate

www.valg.no

27.10.
15

Ministry of
Local
Government
and
Modernisation

Vegdirektoratet

Directorate of
Public Roads

www.vegvesen.no/

20.02.
95

Ministry of
Transport and
Communicatio
ns

Vegtilsynet

Road
Supervisory
Authority

http://www.vegtilsynet 25.10.
.com/
16

Ministry of
Transport and
Communicatio
ns

Ministries per 01.01.2018
Ministry of Agriculture and Food
Ministry of Children and Equality
Ministry of Climate and Environment
Ministry of Culture
Ministry of Defence
Ministry of Education and Research
Ministry of Finance
Ministry of Foreign Affairs
Ministry of Health and Care Services
Ministry of Justice
Ministry of Labour and Social Affairs
Ministry of Local Government and
Modernisation
Ministry of Petroleum and Energy
34

Ministry of Trade, Industry and Fisheries
Ministry of Transport and Communications
Office of the Prime Minister
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