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CULTURE, TOURISM, EUROPE AND EXTERNAL AFFAIRS COMMITTEE 
 
INQUIRY ON THE NEGOTIATION OF THE FUTURE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN 
THE EUROPEAN UNION AND THE UK GOVERNMENT 
 
SUBMISSION FROM CLYDE FISHERMEN’S ASSOCIATION 
 
Extending the transition period 
  

• Views on whether the UK government should request an extension to the 
transition period. 

 
We are a trade association representing many fishermen, we represent 
members who have a range of views on the relationship between the 
UK/Scotland/EU, and therefore it is difficult to present an overall opinion on the 
issue of extending the transition period.  We are not privy to the full information 
on the capacity and resources which all of the involved parties need to have to 
secure a satisfactory arrangement.  We would note that consideration must be 
given to the unusual impacts which COVID-19 has brought and how they will 
interplay with planning a transition.  Namely the socio-economic considerations 
of transition should be considered with the best interests of domestic interests. 
 

• Your reasons why an extension to transition is or is not required. 
 
As noted we cannot be prescriptive about why an extension to transition should 
or should not happen, we would hope these matters will be sensibly considered 
by relevant governments.  However we must stress that many industries, 
including our inshore fishing industries, have been very badly impacted by 
COVID-19 and the loss of EU and international markets which this has entailed.  
Many industries are reliant on a successful trading relationship with the EU and 
international markets therefore trade deals should be competently executed in 
an adequate timescale to protect domestic industries from any more significant 
damage. 
 
 

•  If you believe an extension to transition is required, how long such an extension 
should be for (one or two years). 

 
We leave this decision to our government representatives to assess given they 
will be privy to a fuller picture in terms of capacity, again stressing that it will be 
essential to secure successful workable trading deals. 
  
Leaving transition with a deal 
  

• Whether you believe a deal will be agreed between the UK government and the 
EU by the end of 2020. 

 



CTEEA/S5/20/FR/011 
 

2 
 
 

We cannot access how possible this will be, no matter the timeframe we have 
been consistent in noting that whilst having jurisdiction over fishing access is 
a very important factor for many fishermen, so too is having an effective trading 
agreement with the EU. 
 

• Given the EU negotiating mandate and the UK government’s negotiating 
priorities as set out in The UK’s Approach to Negotiations, what an agreement 
might look like. 

• Which sectors and policy areas you believe need to be covered by any deal. 
• Any areas that you believe won’t be or don’t need to be covered by a deal. 

 
Having looked over UK’s approach to negotiations in respect to fisheries we feel 
it’s important that the devolved nations lead on matters in their own jurisdiction.  
Initially it was considered that the rates of tariffs between Northern Ireland and 
the EU could be more favourable than those between Scotland and the EU, we 
would ask that mindfulness is paid to such possible differences in the trade 
negotiations.  Effectively this type of deal could lead to Scottish fishermen being 
at a great disadvantage to their counterparts in Northern Ireland over the same 
stocks.  We respect that trade and access in relation to fisheries is separated 
formally, however we also believe that practically trade is vitally important to 
fisheries.  Tariffs on seafood could prove too much for many fishing 
communities.   
 
We note the mechanism to resolve disputes is considered, however we would 
stress that even through the COVID-19 peak crisis points, tensions between 
French fishermen and some Scottish Fishermen reached a heated level over 
both issues of trade and access.  We consider that direct action may still present 
a great threat to trade and access and any policies and negotiating strategies 
should have a robust mechanism in which to address these issues. 
  
Leaving transition with no free trade agreement in place 
  

• The likelihood of leaving transition without a trade agreement in place. 
 
We would stress a sensible trade agreement will be important for our members 
in moving forward.  Many of our fishing communities inshore are reliant on good 
trading relations with the EU.  Lack of a sensible trading agreement could have 
a longterm negative impact on our inshore fishing communities.    
 

• What would be likely to happen in terms of the negotiations and to UK-EU 
relations after the end of the transition period if there is no free trade agreement 
in place. 

 
Direct action and tensions between access and trade are likely to drag on, 
having negative consequences for the domestic industry.  If such problems 
cannot be solved through agreement it may be possible that we see other 
countries fill the current supply chains, for example South American or Danish 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/868874/The_Future_Relationship_with_the_EU.pdf
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seafood may start to replace our shellfish markets due to lower prices and 
easier access.    
 

• The UK’s preparedness for leaving the transition period at the end of 2020 
without a free trade agreement in place. 

 
COVID-19 has exposed a number of concerns about just what can happen when 
access to the EU markets is lost or significantly restricted.   Fleets have been 
tied up, communities unable to work and exports slowed or completely stopped.    
Without a free trade agreement we could see high tariffs, or more worrying still 
administrative blockades on the transfer of goods such as fisheries.  Currently 
China has a ban on Brown Crab exports due to testing levels, we could see 
similar blockages to trade due to issues such as testing or export certification.  
Any trade agreements should include measures that may seek to address such 
situations and prevent wherever possible blockages. 


