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INTERNATIONAL AGREEMENTS 

 
Dear Joan 
 
Thank you for your letter of 18 February to the Secretary of State for Exiting the European 
Union, with regard to his correspondence of 25 January 2019 to Lord Boswell of Aynho 
concerning international agreements. The Secretary of State has asked me to respond on 
his behalf. Please accept my apologies for the delay in responding. 
 
You asked how the UK Government intends to ensure that the Scottish Parliament will be 
kept informed of international agreements that the UK is intending to enter into, where these 
relate to devolved competences. You have also indicated your interest in the issue of trade 
agreements, which are of course the responsibility of the Department for International Trade. 
I am aware that you are in communication with Minister of State for Trade Policy to give 
evidence to the committee and that he may be able to attend in due course. He will be able 
to provide more information on DIT’s engagement with the devolved administrations on trade 
agreements. 
 
As you are aware, the overarching aim of the Government’s work on international 
agreements is to provide, as far as possible and where relevant, continuity for all parts of the 
UK in the effect of our international agreements as we exit the EU. To do so, the UK 
Government has been putting in place successor agreements to replicate the effects of 
many existing EU-third country agreements that are affected by exit. These agreements 
would come into effect at the end of the implementation period or on exit, if the UK were to 
leave the EU without a withdrawal agreement.  
 
It is of course for each devolved legislature to determine how it will scrutinise their respective 
administrations, and the UK Government has made sure to keep all the devolved 
administrations updated on the progress of the International Agreements programme.  

http://www.gov.uk/


 
Where appropriate UK Government ministers may engage directly with the devolved 
legislatures, as Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for Exiting the European Union Robin 
Walker has done on several occasions. In this situation, however, I do not believe I or any 
other DExEU Minister will be able to provide the evidence relevant to your interest in 
international agreements, given individual UK Government departments are leading on the 
delivery of agreements within their remit. In taking forward this work, Departments have been 
engaging with the devolved administrations on specific agreements that touch on areas of 
devolved competence. As such, information about agreements that relate to devolved 
competence is held with each Department, as is information relating to planned engagement 
on these agreements.  
 
You may also be interested in reviewing guidance that we published in March, on the 
approach to International Agreements as we leave the EU. This can be found at the 
following webpage:  
 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/international-agreements-if-the-uk-leaves-the-
eu-without-a-deal 
 
This guidance provides further detail on the Government’s approach to continuity across 
international agreements. It also gives information on each agreement which the UK is 
seeking to deliver as we leave the EU. We will continue to update this information regularly.  
 
Thank you again for your invitation. 
 

 
JAMES CLEVERLY MP 

PARLIAMENTARY UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE FOR EXITING THE EUROPEAN 
UNION 
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