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21 May 2019 
 

Dear Glenn, 
 
 
On behalf of the Committee, I would like to thank you and your colleagues Tony 
Close and Neil Stock for giving evidence at our meeting on 16 May. The written 
transcript of the session is available at: Culture, Tourism, Europe and External 
Affairs Committee Official Report, 16 May 2019. 
 
As you know, following your evidence session, the Committee took evidence from 
Graham Bryce, Group Managing Director, Hits Radio Network, and Peter Davies, 
Project Manager, Bauer Media; and Adam Findlay, Head of Radio, DC Thomson 
Media. There were several issues discussed in this session which I would like to 
raise with you now. 
 
Small scale DAB  
 
In your evidence session you and colleagues advocated strongly for the 
opportunities which will be available through small scale DAB, both for local 
community radio and local commercial radio. However, members have taken 
evidence on the challenges, particularly for rural and island communities, that using 
DAB would present. There are significant concerns that the signal strength is 
insufficiently reliable to serve such communities effectively. 
 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=12109
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=12109


What measures are being taken to address these concerns and to ensure that small 
scale DAB can be used effectively in these communities? 
 
Funding for community radio 
 
In response to my colleague Jamie Greene, Tony Close said:  
“My experience of community radio has been that, by and large, it finds innovative 
and creative ways of finding funding.”  
 
The Committee would be grateful if you could provide some of these examples of 
“innovative and creative ways of finding funding” so that the Committee can better 
understand where funding is being sought to support community radio. 
 
FM spectrum for commercial radio 
 
In response to George Adam, you said that Ofcom “will explore whether there is 
scope for making FM available for commercial purposes, and we have started that 
internal conversation”. In light of the advice that you have received from the ACS1 
and the evidence we subsequently took from Bauer and, particularly, DC Thomson 
Media along with other written submissions received, the result of this conversation 
within Ofcom is of significant concern to the Committee. Has a timetable been set for 
this internal discussion? When does Ofcom expect to come to a conclusion on this 
point? 
 
I look forward to hearing from you on these points and would be grateful to receive a 
response by 19 June.  
 
 
Yours Sincerely, 

 
Joan McAlpine MSP 
Convener 
Culture, Tourism, Europe and External Affairs Committee 

                                            
1 https://www.ofcom.org.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0024/139191/Statement-Localness-on-commercial-
radio-Scotland-and-Wales-approved-areas.pdf 
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