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Joan McAlpine MSP 

Convenor 

Culture, Tourism, Europe and External Affairs Committee 

The Scottish Parliament 

Edinburgh 

EH99 1SP 

By email 

 

Dear Ms McAlpine, 

Localness guidelines for commercial radio 

Thank you for your letter of the 21 March 2019 and apologies for the delay in coming back to you.  I 

hope this response and the further contextual information contained within it will be useful ahead of 

our evidence session on commercial radio with the Committee on 16 May. 

In your letter you express the Committee’s disappointment at not being made aware of Ofcom’s 

June 2018 consultation on Localness on Commercial Radio.  It is normal practice for the Ofcom 

Scotland team to highlight our wide range of publications and consultations to all of our key 

stakeholders in Scotland, including the Scottish Parliament and Scottish Government.   

We treat the related obligations in our MOU with the UK Government, Scottish Government and 

Scottish Parliament extremely seriously and I hope the Committee would agree we have enjoyed a 

very positive working relationship over the past couple of years.    

We did flag the June consultation to a range of Scottish stakeholders and received the Scottish 

Government’s response in August 2018.  Regrettably, I do not have a record of whether your 

Committee and individual MSPs were notified.   

If it is the case that you were missed then please accept my sincere apologies for this oversight.  The 

Ofcom Scotland team will reflect on what improvements can be made to our processes to avoid the 

possibility of this happening again.  I would also encourage Committee members to sign up to the 

Ofcom consultation mailing list as a way of ensuring they will receive regular updates.  

It is worth noting that commercial radio deregulation and Ofcom’s localness guidelines have been 

the subject of discussion and consultation for over two years. The subject was addressed in a UK 

Government consultation in February 2017 with the Department for Digital, Culture, Media and 

Sport setting out its final position in December that year.   

Our own work in this area has been evidence based and carried out in accordance with our statutory 

remit and duties.  The June 2018 consultation sought views on changes to the ‘approved areas’ 

within which programmes are considered to be locally-made, the minimum number of locally-made 

hours each station should provide and when these programmes should be scheduled. 

Glenn Preston 

Scotland Director 

Email: glenn.preston@ofcom.org.uk 

 

14 May 2019 

https://www.ofcom.org.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0012/115113/consultation-localness-radio.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/607413/MEMORANDUM_OF_UNDERSTANDING_Signed_by_all_parties.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/607413/MEMORANDUM_OF_UNDERSTANDING_Signed_by_all_parties.pdf
https://www.ofcom.org.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0031/117769/Scottish-Government.pdf
https://www.ofcom.org.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0031/117769/Scottish-Government.pdf
https://confirmsubscription.com/h/i/E918891B9B99E816
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/591508/RadioDereg-Final13Feb.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/591508/RadioDereg-Final13Feb.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/668926/Commercial_radio_deregulation__Government_response_final.pdf
mailto:xxxx@ofcom.org.uk
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Our Statement and further consultation of October 2018 set out our decision to proceed with the 

proposed amendments to our localness guidelines.  It also sought views on the revised ‘approved 

areas’ for Scotland and Wales.  Our final Statement of March 2019 then set out our decision to 

approve two areas in Scotland (Northern Scotland and Southern Scotland) and all of Wales as a 

single ‘approved area’. 

 

Underpinning these changes has been the need to respond to the ongoing pace of change in the 

media sector. The localness guidelines were last substantially revised in 2010 and, as the Committee 

will be aware, the market has since changed dramatically with competition coming from music 

streaming services as well as from other radio services which are either not regulated (internet 

radio) or are regulated less than analogue services (DAB and other digital broadcast platforms).   

 

In this regard, the Committee may be interested to note the announcement made yesterday (13 

May) by the UK Minister for Digital and the Creative Industries of a review of digital radio.  We 

understand this is intended to go beyond the issue of switching from an analogue to a digital 

broadcast platform and will have a broader focus to reflect the growing challenges arising from IP 

based audio content delivery and how this affects future decisions on radio distribution.    

 

We consider the proportionate changes Ofcom has made give licensees greater freedom to 

determine where to locate their studios and make their content, creating the conditions for a 

sustainable local commercial radio sector. This flexibility enables radio groups to put more resources 

into programme making and less into the “bricks and mortar” costs of maintaining separate local 

studios, simultaneously ensuring that listeners’ expectations for high quality local news and other 

content continue to be met. 

 

I hope this is helpful additional context and we look forward to meeting the Committee on 16 May 

to discuss these issues. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Glenn Preston 

https://www.ofcom.org.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0019/124435/statement-further-consultation-localness-commercial-radio.pdf
https://www.ofcom.org.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0024/139191/Statement-Localness-on-commercial-radio-Scotland-and-Wales-approved-areas.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/margot-james-speech-at-radio-festival

