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21 March 2019 
 

Dear Ms Ford, 
 
 
I am writing on behalf of the Culture, Tourism, Europe and External Affairs 
Committee at the Scottish Parliament.  
 
The Committee has been taking evidence on local commercial radio as a result of 
Global’s announcement on 26 February 2019, that they will soon be reducing their 
local programming to only three hours per weekday on Heart Scotland, Capital FM 
Scotland and Smooth Scotland. The Committee recognises that Global has been 
able to make this change to their schedules as a result of changes made to the 
Ofcom localness regulations last October. 
 
At our meeting on 14 March Will Harding, Chief Strategy Officer, along with Corrie 
Martin, News Direction, Regions gave evidence on behalf of Global. The written 
transcript of the session is available at: Culture, Tourism, Europe and External Affairs 
Committee Official Report, 14 March 2019. 
 
The Committee is concerned that Global’s decision may result in similar actions 
being undertaken by other commercial radio operators in Scotland. To that end, we 
are now asking other relevant media companies about their intentions for local and 
regional programming on their stations. 
 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=12004
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=12004


Bauer has a significant presence in the commercial radio market in Scotland with 
well-known stations across the country. 
 
I would therefore be grateful if you could provide the Committee with information 
regarding any impact that the change in localness regulations will have for your 
stations in Scotland. It would also be helpful to know if Bauer will be making any 
changes to staff, content or numbers of studios as result of the Ofcom decision of 4 
March 2019 to modify the two approved areas for Scotland. 
 
The Committee would be grateful to have this information by Friday 5 April. 
 
 
Yours Sincerely, 

 
Joan McAlpine MSP 
Convener 
Culture, Tourism, Europe and External Affairs Committee 


