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Kevin Foster MP 
Minister for Future Borders and 
Immigration 
Home Office 
2 Marsham Street 
London SW1P 4DF 

The Scottish Parliament  
Edinburgh EH99 1SP  
Email: europe@parliament.scot  
 
 
 

 

 

BY E-MAIL 

 16 December 2020 
 
 
Dear Mr Foster,  
 
 
IMMIGRATION  
 
 
On behalf of the Committee, I would like to thank you for your evidence to the 
Committee last week on the issue of immigration policy. 
 
In evidence to the Committee, you announced changes to work permits for Edinburgh 
festivals’ overseas performers, including a permit-free festival system, a multi-year 
process and a rollover of the permits issued for the 2020 festivals to 2021. The 
Committee would welcome more information on these new measures and the festivals 
they will apply to. The Committee would also be grateful for clarifications on the 
expected structure of the relationship between the Home Office and Edinburgh 
Festivals and their respective roles to manage work permits. 
 
In regard to engagement with Mr Ben Macpherson MSP, Minister for Public Finance 
and Migration at the Scottish Government, you stated –  
 

“The point that I would make on meeting those with ministerial responsibilities in the 
Scottish Government is that I am happy to meet those who have devolved decision-
making powers on the same basis as I meet ministers from the UK Government more 
widely. The point that we have made is that, where Mr Macpherson comes in, it is in a 
spokesperson’s role, in effect, because there is no devolved decision making around 
migration.”1 

                                            
1 Scottish Parliament, Culture, Tourism, Europe and External Affairs Committee, 10December 2020, 
Col.30; accessible at - www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=13014&mode=pdf 
. 
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The Committee would therefore welcome clarification on what basis and around what 
issues you would be willing to meet or speak with Mr Macpherson. 
 
The Committee would welcome a response on the matters raised in this letter by 
Monday 14 January 2021. 
 
Yours sincerely,  

 
Joan McAlpine MSP 
Convener, Culture, Tourism, Europe and External Affairs Committee 




