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Ben Macpherson MSP  
Minister for Public Finance and 
Migration, 
Scottish Government  
 

The Scottish Parliament  
Edinburgh EH99 1SP  
Email: europe@parliament.scot  
 
 
16 September 2020  

 

BY E-MAIL  

  
 
Dear Ben,  
 
IMMIGRATION 
 
On behalf of the Committee, I would like to thank you for your evidence to the 
Committee on the issue of immigration.  The Official Report of the meeting is now 
available at— 
www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=12809 
 
In evidence to the Committee, you noted that the Expert Advisory Group on Migration 
and Population has been commissioned to develop proposals for rural migration pilot 
projects.  The Committee looks forward to receiving details of these proposals once 
available and welcomes your recognition that the current migration system is not 
working for some areas and that geographically tailored solutions are required. 
 
In this regard, the Committee would welcome your view on how the Scottish 
Government can best encourage migration, through existing powers, to areas which 
have tended to experience low levels of migration.  The Committee would also 
welcome information on your discussions with the Minister for Local Government, 
Housing and Planning to consider how housing shortage issues, especially in rural 
areas, affects how people of working age can be attracted to move to or remain within 
certain areas. 
 
The Committee discussed with you the issue of whether the Scottish Government has 
explored the issue of funding the cost, either fully or partially, of visa fees for persons 
wishing to be resident in Scotland.  The Committee recognises that such an approach 
would involve an interaction with reserved matters but seeks further information from 
the Scottish Government with regard to the feasibility of such an approach. 
 
In evidence to the Committee, you also agreed to provide a written update with regard 
to a number of issues raised by Members.  Firstly, the Committee would welcome 
further information on the approach being taken across the Scottish Government with 
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regard to the issue of re-skilling, and how this could help address some of the labour 
market shortages the Scottish economy is likely to face, with specific reference to the 
remit of the Minister for Business, Fair Work and Skills.  Secondly, you committed to 
provide the Committee with further information on the work of the Scottish Government 
in attracting international students to Scotland and, in particular, the role of the Scottish 
Government’s hub offices and other international offices in this regard.  Lastly, the 
Committee would welcome details of the outcomes and recommendations that were 
made at the Festivals Summit held earlier this year. 
 
The Committee would welcome a response on the issues raised in this letter by 
Monday 19 October 2020. 
 
Yours sincerely,  
 
 
Joan McAlpine MSP 
Convener, Culture, Tourism, Europe and External Affairs Committee 


