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Dear Cabinet Secretary, 
 
The Committee held an evidence session on 13 June to discuss Engender’s 
shadow report to the UN Committee on the Convention on the Elimination of 
Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW) and to hear about key issues 
affecting women in Scotland and their view of Scotland’s progress on 
associated concluding observations.  
 
It was a valuable session where we heard about a number of areas where more 
progress is required by the Scottish Government, Engender specifically 
highlighted: action on violence against women and girls; on women’s 
underrepresentation in elected office in local and central government; equality 
in employment, education, healthcare, and social security; and women and 
social care. We draw the attention of Christina McKelvie MSP, Minister for Older 
People and Equalities, who has responsibility for equalities and human rights 
in her portfolio, to the Official Report. In this regard, we would also find it helpful 
to know what progress the Scottish Government is making in improving the 
quality of data being collected by public authorities under the Public Sector 
Equality Duty and how it is encouraging public authorities (including the Scottish 
Government) to use this disaggregated data to exercise their functions to 
transform women and girls lived experiences. The Committee also intends to 
use Engender’s evidence to further inform its approach in the implementation 
of its report Getting Rights Right. 
 
We also note that Engender wrote to you on 29 May (copied to the Committee), 
advising it was deeply concerned by the likely postponement of the UN CEDAW 
session scheduled for later this year and that the lack of funding by Member 
States has impacted on the CEDAW Committee’s ability to implement its 
mandate under the Optional Protocol to CEDAW. At the meeting on 13 June, 
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we understood from Emma Ritch, Engender, that a response was not yet 
available.  
 
In responding, the Committee considers it important to note that Engender was 
provided public funding by Equalities and Human Rights Commission to 
coordinate a Scottish shadow report and increase public awareness of the 
CEDAW process. Civil society’s views are vital in relaying the impact on the 
ground of States’ action to the international convention monitoring committees. 
Although we understand the UK has now paid its contribution, we are 
concerned that the lateness of the payment has already contributed to the 
impact on the UN Committee’s work programmes. The Committee would like 
to know what action you are taking with the UK Government to ensure that this 
does not happen in the future. Also, what other actions you are taking to ensure 
the UN treaty body system and its global role in supporting Member States to 
protect and advance human rights, are respected. 
 
We look forward to your response. 
 
Yours sincerely,  
  
  
 
Ruth Maguire MSP 
Convener 
Equalities and Human Rights Committee 
 
Cc: Christina McKelvie, Minister for Older People and Equalities 
 


