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Dear Minister, 

   

IMPLEMENTATION: THE FIRST MINISTER’S ADVISORY GROUP ON 
HUMAN RIGHT REPORT 
 
The Committee held an evidence session on 16 May with its principal 
stakeholders, the Scottish Human Rights Commission and the Equality and 
Human Rights Commission. The aim of the session was to look back at the 
previous year’s work and provide an opportunity for the organisations to 
highlight their successes and where they felt they could have achieved more. 
It was also an opportunity to look forward to this year’s work programme and 
set out any potential challenges they may face. The Official Report for the 
session can be found here.  
 
In the course of the evidence session, the question of the impact on the 
SHRC of responding to the implementation of the First Minister’s Human 
Rights Advisory Group’s Report arose. In particular what this might mean for 
the Commission in budgetary terms, as an SPCB supported body. Kavita 
Chetty, Head of Strategy and Legal, drew the Committee’s attention to 
recommendation 6 of the report, which outlines a ‘process of implementation’. 
She said: 
 

“In a broad public participatory process and in the capacity building that 
is required for the implementation of such an act [a new human rights 
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framework bill], we see ourselves playing a role in increasing 
understanding, across all actors, of the rights that we seek to enshrine 
in an act of the Scottish Parliament.” (OR Col 22) 

 
In addition to this question, the Committee also has an interest in when the 
task force will be established, as announced by the First Minister on 10 
December 2018, because of the crossover between the Committee’s report 
Getting Rights Right and the Advisory Group’s report. A timescale would 
assist the Committee greatly with the formulation of its implementation plan, 
which includes recommendations for the Scottish Government and the 
Scottish Human Rights Commission. 
 
Yours sincerely,  
  

  
 
Ruth Maguire MSP 
Convener 
Equalities and Human Rights Committee 
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