
Kirkcaldy YMCA Juniors 
26 February 2019 

 
In attendance 

• Ruth Maguire 
• Oliver Mundell 
• Gordon Lindhurst 

 
Purpose of the visit: 
 
We met with a group of young people aged 10-12 and their youth workers to explore 
their views on the Bill. This was done using a youth work approach, and the young 
people were free to come and go and participate as desired. 
 
A group of young people wrote and presented a drama. The scenario was a young 
child running into the road to reach an ice cream van. The young people then 
discussed their views on what had happened and what should happen next. 
 
The Committee is very grateful to Kirkcaldy YMCA Juniors for taking the time to 
share their views, and presenting their drama to us. 
 
Comments: 

• Agreed it was a common/relatable situation 
• Had seen slapping used in that kind of scenario 
• “would rather be smacked than hit by a car” 
• Possible consequences: being sent to their room, grounded or having a 

phone taken away seemed right. 
• If it was their little brother or sister and they were responsible for them, they 

would pick them up and hold them to prevent them running into the road (not 
hit) 

• Differing views on whether a smack was appropriate 
• Discussed whether smacking make them change their behaviours? One 

young person said, “Yes, yes I’d be afraid” 
 
The young people then discussed various statements and decided whether they 
agreed, disagreed, or were unsure. 
 
 
Statement Agree Not sure Disagree Comments 
It’s important that 
families have rules 

3 5 3 • Depends what the rules are 
• It’s important to have rules 

that keep you safe 
It’s important there 
are consequences 
if rules are broken 

11 0 0  

No TV/WiFi for a 
day/week would 
make you behave 

6 2 2  



Offering rewards 
for good behaviour 
is a good way to 
make you behave 

4 4 3 What makes you want to 
behave? 
• Not being shouted at 
• Being told I’m a good girl/boy 
• Being paid 
 

A slap on the back 
of the legs would 
stop you 
misbehaving 

9 0 3 • agree it trains children well 
• If you’re hit once and you’ll 

never do it again and learn 
from it 

 
Children and 
parents both have 
rights, but parents’ 
rights are more 
important at home 

4 5 4 • Parents are responsible for 
you but our rights are equal 

• Everyone’s rights are 
important  

• Parents’ rights are more 
important than children’s 
rights  

• parents’ rights and children’s 
rights should be the same 

 
 


