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Environment, Climate Change and Land Reform Committee 

Deposit Return Scheme 

Written submission from Wee Bar Shop 

1. Scope (materials) – the types of container proposed to be covered and excluded 
and any specific issues. 

No response provided. 

2. Scope (retailers) – implications of the scheme applying to all retailers selling 
single-use drinks containers, including online retailers, and exclusion of businesses 
such as pubs and restaurant that sell drinks for on-site consumption.  

No response provided. 

3. Costs and operational impacts – costs anticipated for your business, service or 
sector and the appropriateness of the proposed financing model (that the scheme will 
be funded via unredeemed deposits, revenue from the sale of materials and a 
producer fee).  

No response provided. 

4. Environmental impacts – whether the proposed scheme will have the desired 
impact on increasing recycling rates and reducing littering, and how that impact can 
be maximised. What key environmental risks need to be considered and mitigated? 
Will the scheme incentivise producers to change or modify materials/packaging? 
 
No response provided. 
 
5. Level of deposit – implications and appropriateness of a charge being a uniform 
20p. 

 
No response provided. 

 
6. Consumer and social impacts or risks – accessibility to consumers and what 
impacts are anticipated on different groups, including those with disabilities, those 
without private transport, and those living in rural areas. 

No response provided. 

7. Local authorities – implications of the proposed scheme for local authorities, 
including impacts on kerbside collections.  

No response provided. 

8. Timing - implications of the proposed timeframe (a minimum 12-month 
implementation period from the passing of legislation).  
No response provided. 
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9. Governance – how the scheme should be administered, and appropriateness of 
the proposal for scheme administrator that is industry-led, privately owned and 
operated on a not-for-profit basis. 

 
No response provided. 

10. Broader waste policy context – will the scheme achieve its intended purpose in 
isolation, or does its success depend on the performance of broader measures? How 
should the scheme cooperate with any other proposed schemes in the UK? 

No response provided. 

11. Any further issues or views not falling under the above areas.  

I, and most small independent retailers I have spoken to, are in favour of a deposit 

return scheme and improving recycling rates. Wee Beer Shop was an early 

supporter of the concept of a Scottish scheme. 

 

However, the proposals that I have seen don’t take into account issues that small 

shops may have to face. I’d welcome some meaningful engagement for small 

retailers and the scheme. 

 

For example, there’s a proposal that shops need to purchase and install expensive 

equipment to process returns - something my business has no physical space to 

host. 

 

I also have concerns about the ability of small shops to manually process returns. I 

staff my shop myself and would struggle to process returns and run the shop at the 

same time. 

 

I’m unsure whether this has been taken into account. 

 

I’d like to see local authorities and public spaces being part of the return scheme, 

where space is not at as much of a premium. 

 

Scotland’s food and drink industry is vibrant, and breweries are undoubtedly part of 

the reason for this. 

 

The additional admin costs will make it difficult for breweries to make interesting 

small-batch/short runs of beer, which by its nature is made in small volumes. 

 

They will also make it more difficult for English (and the rest of Britain’s) independent 

breweries to sell their beer in Scotland, and there’s already been suggestions that 

they’ll just stop supplying beer north of the border leading to Scottish beer drinkers 

having much reduced choice of beer. 
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I understand there would be a requirement for English breweries to have a specific 

label for beer sold in Scotland. Because only a small proportion of total volume will 

be sold to Scotland I fear that breweries will find Scotland-specific packaging 

ineffective and costly and they will cease supply. 

 

The supply chain from brewery to retail can also involve wholesalers, and this 

additional element adds a further level of complexity with a further stakeholder 

required to spend time administrating their part of the scheme. 

 

I am in favour of improving recycling rates but feel that the proposals will 

disproportionately disadvantage small businesses in Scotland, both in retail and in 

production. 

 


