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PTF is a food industry body representing processors and traders in a range of staple 
dairy, meat and fishery products. Collectively these sub-sectors account for about £24 
billion a year (or roughly 20%) of total household expenditure on food and drink. Within 
our membership we have a Yogurt and Short Life Dairy sector representing the 
majority of yogurt and milk drink producers in the UK. 

In principle PTF supports the introduction of a deposit return scheme (DRS) in Great 
Britain. One of the advantages of DRS schemes is that they allow very high-quality 
feedstock for recycling chains. However, integrating Dairy and Plant drink containers 
to any DRS scheme will reduce the quality of PET feedstock collected, because of 
contamination. As a result, volume of PET to provide yield at recyclers will be 
lower. This will hinder plastic circularity. 

Regarding ‘Products in scope’ (page 40), most DRS schemes in Europe do not include 
dairy or plant drink products. The products are in a semi-liquid form and those of 
animal origin (milk based) will leave a fatty residue within the container after the 
product is partly or wholly consumed. This is difficult to remove and subject to rapid 
spoilage. 

Dairy products are natural products, containing animal fat, perishable by nature and 
vulnerable to microbiological contamination. This can cause hygiene and food safety 
problems within a very short period of time, especially in unrefrigerated temperatures 
– both at home and at the retail outlet. Hence the need for strict hygiene regulations 
and cleaning regimes in dairy establishments.  

Storage of these types of empty containers will be extremely difficult for consumers 
and retailers with unpleasant rancid, sour smells quickly developing. In addition, 
pathogens will develop inside containers/lids of unrefrigerated, empty dairy or plant 
beverage containers awaiting collection/recycling within days (or even hours in hot 
weather). This would be a big safety issue for retail outlets or supermarkets selling 
fresh food at the same time.   

 


