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Environment, Climate Change and Land Reform Committee 

Deposit Return Scheme 

Written submission from Excel Vending 

1. Scope (materials) – the types of container proposed to be covered and excluded 
and any specific issues. 

We believe the Containers proposed and in scope are the correct materials to be 
collected, they will become a valuable commodity if collected as separate waste 
streams. 

2. Scope (retailers) – implications of the scheme applying to all retailers selling 
single-use drinks containers, including online retailers, and exclusion of businesses 
such as pubs and restaurant that sell drinks for on-site consumption.  

Any outlet that sells the materials in scope should take them back as this will drive up 
the amount of locations and will make it easier for a container to be handed back.  

3. Costs and operational impacts – costs anticipated for your business, service or 
sector and the appropriateness of the proposed financing model (that the scheme will 
be funded via unredeemed deposits, revenue from the sale of materials and a 
producer fee).  

We agree with all points as per the consultation. 

4. Environmental impacts – whether the proposed scheme will have the desired 
impact on increasing recycling rates and reducing littering, and how that impact can 
be maximised. What key environmental risks need to be considered and mitigated? 
Will the scheme incentivise producers to change or modify materials/packaging? 

The scheme will separate clean materials, which will make it easier to produce 
recyclates such as RPet. We believe by offering an incentive to recycle this will drive 
down littering. The most important thing is to have local counting centres to minimise 
the amount of transport required to move light loads large distances to minimise the 
impact on the environment. The DRS will enable producers to have “extended 
producer responsibility” so that all parts of the drink container becomes recyclable 
such as the labels being recyclable along with the use of soluble glue and other 
elements  

5. Level of deposit – implications and appropriateness of a charge being a uniform 
20p. 

 
20p is a fair deposit, any less would not be enough of an incentive to push members 
of the public to return the containers. Any more would impact on households and 
individuals with low income.  

 
6. Consumer and social impacts or risks – accessibility to consumers and what 
impacts are anticipated on different groups, including those with disabilities, those 
without private transport, and those living in rural areas. 
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As per section 2 the more return points the easier it will be to redeem your deposit. 
The elderly, people with Disabilities and those in rural areas rely more on online 
shopping which is why it is important that they are included as return points. We do 
not envisage any issues, as we have watched young and old ,able bodied and disabled 
people us the reverse vending machines  at a local Morrisons in East Kilbride.  

7. Local authorities – implications of the proposed scheme for local authorities, 
including impacts on kerbside collections.  

N/A 

8. Timing - implications of the proposed timeframe (a minimum 12-month 
implementation period from the passing of legislation).  

12 months is enough time, however we believe it would be prudent to offer an incentive 
to locations who are prepared to invest in RVMs in advance of the go live date.  

9. Governance – how the scheme should be administered, and appropriateness of 
the proposal for scheme administrator that is industry-led, privately owned and 
operated on a not-for-profit basis. 

The scheme should be administered as laid out in the DRS full business case and not 
for profit. 

10. Broader waste policy context – will the scheme achieve its intended purpose in 
isolation, or does its success depend on the performance of broader measures? How 
should the scheme cooperate with any other proposed schemes in the UK? 

The scheme works in other countries in isolation, some countries implement EPRs to 
run alongside the DRS. The scheme must be set up and start day 1 with the correct 
deposit, materials and infrastructure in place to guarantee success.  

11. Any further issues or views not falling under the above areas.  
 
No response provided. 

 


