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Dear Graeme, 
 
Thank you for your letter of 29 September seeking information about incentives for farmers 
for flood risk management. This followed the Environment, Climate Change and Land 
Reform Committee evidence session with the Water Industry Commission for Scotland.  
 
The Flood Risk Management Act (Scotland) 2009 places a duty on SEPA and Responsible 
Authorities, such as councils and Scottish Water, to work together to find the most 
sustainable way to manage flood risk. This includes taking a long term view of flood risk; and 
considering a wide range of management options across a whole catchment.  
 
In terms of options the 2009 Act recognises the important role of working with nature to 
manage flood risk. A range of ‘natural’ measures can play an essential role when 
implemented in the correct place by storing or slowing flood water. These measures include 
woodland planting, floodplain reconnections, upstream leaky barriers and wetland creation. 
Natural solutions can often be best implemented along-side more traditional engineered 
solutions. Importantly working with nature to manage flood risk in this way gives multiple 
benefits for the water environment i.e. biodiversity gains, improved water quality, fish habitat 
improvement, carbon capture. 
 
As required by the 2009 Act, SEPA, in conjunction with responsible authorities, has examined 
and mapped areas where implementing natural flood management techniques could be most 
effective. The maps can be found on the SEPA flooding website pages. As a result of this 
analysis, the flood risk management strategies and local flood risk management plans include a 
total of 104 actions with a natural flood management element, most of these being studies. 
These studies will further develop the contribution natural flood management can make to 
reduce flood risk to identified areas. 
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Through land management organisations like the Tweed Forum we have worked with land 
managers and farmers to help them access funding routes to compensate them for 
implementing natural flood management measures on their land. To support this the Agri-
Environment Climate Scheme, under Pillar 2 of the Common Agricultural Payments Scheme, 
promotes land management practices which protect and enhance Scotland's magnificent 
natural heritage, improve water quality, manage flood risk and mitigate and adapt to climate 
change. There are a number of capital items, such as embankment breaching, lowering or 
removal, and management items, such as management of floodplains, that can compensate 
farmers for contributing to lowering flood risk in communities downstream.  We have also 
published research to investigate other options for compensating land managers who 
implement natural flood management measures on their land. The outputs can be found on 
the Scottish Government’s flooding research page. 
 
You ask if the National Council of Rural Advisers (NCRA) is considering the role of natural 
flood management and other land management issues in relation to climate change. I 
established the NCRA earlier this year to provide advice on the implications of Scotland 
potentially leaving the EU as part of the UK (Brexit), and also provide advice and 
recommendations on future rural policy and support which can help create a vibrant, 
sustainable, inclusive rural economy.  
 
The NCRA met formally for the first time on the 20 Sept 2017. It recognises that the rural 
economy embraces a wide range of activity, including land management and is aware that it 
is essential to gather relevant views and evidence that will help inform its work. The NCRA 
welcomes any contributions via the NCRA mailbox. Details of the mailbox, along with 
minutes of NCRA meetings, as well as updates in the work of the NCRA can be found on the 
NCRA page of the Scottish Government website. 

The NCRA will make its initial recommendations later in the year and produce a final 
recommendations report in Spring 2018. 

The NCRA welcomes views, feedback and research ideas from everyone with an interest in 
how we support our rural economy in the future. I would also encourage the Committee to 
submit its thoughts on land management issues in relation to climate change and other 
issues. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
 
 
FERGUS EWING 
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