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Wednesday 5 October 2016  

EDUCATION AND SKILLS COMMITTEE 
Childminding in Scotland: Don’t make us the Cinderella service  
Childminding is probably the least understood service in the childcare sector, often thought of as 

little more than complimentary to all the other more recognised services.  Childminders don’t quite 

fit – working alone in their own homes and unable to integrate with other early years services for 

support or training.  However with over 6,000 childminders in Scotland caring for over 32,000 

children, childminding is without doubt an essential early years’ service which needs protected. 

A unique family day care service 

In practice, childminding is an entirely unique family day care service that builds strong, sometimes 

long lasting relationship with families. Choosing childcare in a home environment means children 

can enjoy real-life learning experiences like cooking, shopping, gardening, mealtimes and outings to 

the park and library. Childminders can be spontaneous, too - making the most of a sunny or 

unexpectedly snowy day as a great opportunity for outdoor play and learning. They are able to 

care for children of different ages, meaning brothers and sisters can be cared for together, have 

the ability to develop children’s learning and critically can help to strengthen communities.  

Childminding is a career  

Childminding is a dynamic and evolving career. Registered childminders are self-employed and run 

their own business. A few go on to expand their business and employ childminding assistants so 

they can care for more children at once.  They must be individually registered by the Care 

Inspectorate under the public services reform act. Registration is a robust procedure which 

interrogates the ability of the childminder to meet the needs of minded children from 0 to 12 years 

against the GIRFEC (Getting It Right For Every Child) wellbeing indicators.  Checks are made as to 

the suitability of their premises including outdoor play and as you would expect, all applicants and 

anyone in the house over 16 undergoes an enhanced disclosure check.  Once registered, 

childminders are subject to regular unannounced inspections and complete ongoing self-assessment 

against the wellbeing indicators. 

A little known fact 

Possibly one of the least known facts about childminding is that it grades more highly than other 

childcare services (which includes nurseries).  Most significantly it grades very highly against the 

quality of care and support.  Growing up in Scotland has found ‘that children who attended providers 

with a high ‘care and support’ grade as assessed by the care inspectorate were more likely to show 

improvement in vocabulary skills by age five, irrespective of their social background and other pre-school 

characteristics.’(1)  

Community childminding 

Specialist childminding services are now commissioned in many local authorities as community 

childminders. This specialist service provides support for families at times of difficulty alongside those 

of their private childminding. The low adult to child ratios (1:3 under school age) and the ability to 

form strong support for families have meant that a community childminding service can achieve 

remarkable results with often short term placements. The main aim is to provide an early 

intervention service, preventing more formal interventions later on.  In practice though it also helps 

some parents provide an improved home learning environment.   

1. GUS http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0048/00486755.pdf 
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SCMA run several of these services in Scotland and research carried out by Dr Christine Stephen at 

Stirling University gives a more in-depth insight into the effectiveness of these services. (2)  

Free early learning and childcare 

We are all aware that the Children and Young People (Scotland) Act entitles three and four year 

olds, and over 25% of two year olds, to 600 hours of free early learning and childcare.   This is due 

to increase to 1140 hours (equivalent to six hours a day) by 2020.  You would think that 

childminding services would be the first port of call for local authorities looking to commission 

services, especially to two year olds but also to three and four year olds as the level of free 

entitlement increases.  Inexplicably though only one third of local authorities are commissioning 

childminding services.  A further one third say they will but have not yet and an extraordinary one 

third have no plans to commission childminding services at all.  So much for flexibility and choice!  

Logically if this trend continues not only will children and families miss out but in the longer term 

Scotland will lose most of our childminding services as they fail to have a viable service. 

A blended approach to childcare 

Last year SCMA ran a four day international family day care conference in partnership with Children 

in Scotland.  This brought together practitioners and academics from a whole range of continents.  

Significantly delegates from countries like Germany and Sweden indicated that their countries had 

gone through similar experiences following the expansion of group care services.  Now these family 

day care services were being brought back to provide the very specialisms that we are in danger of 

losing. Scotland should take note and not make the same mistake.  It is parental choice and the 

diversity of services to offer a blended approach to childcare that is one of our key strengths.  Don’t 

forget to include childminders in the future provision of childcare services and make sure we are not 

left behind as the Cinderella service. 

SCMA background information 

SCMA is the voice for childminding in Scotland. Our vision is: Quality childminding... building 

confident children within a family childcare experience.  In essence we want: 

1. All families to have access to high quality childminding services within their local 

community.  We believe that children will thrive best if their childcare is within a family setting 

and that the service is local to them.  Childminding provides that service and ensures that 

children can continue to grow up within their neighbourhood and link with their local services.  

We believe this is also best for parents as it ensures they have continuity of care for their 

children from a service that will work in partnership with them.   

2. All families to be able to choose to use a childminding service for their free early 

learning and childcare.  At the moment most local authorities in Scotland are not giving 

parents the choice of using a childminding service for their free hours of ELC even for their two 

year olds. 

3. To provide a helping hand to the many families who go through difficult times.  Research tells us 

that getting that support though an experienced community childminder consistently makes a 

difference both for the child and the support received by the family.  In the long term this will 

prevent more formal interventions.  We believe the early intervention provided by a 

community childminder should be available in every local authority.   

 

Maggie Simpson, Chief Executive, SCMA 

www.childminding.org  
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