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a)    Has the structure of the Senior Phase of the Curriculum for Excellence allowed for 
better learning and overall achievement than previously? 

No. Adding S4 into the senior school has had a negative impact on attainment.  When we 
had Standard Grade, pupils were given 2 years to study a range of subjects, 7 or 8, over a 
2-year period.  This gave the pupils time to grow into the subject and for the teacher to build 
a relationship with them.  Now S4 are thrown into a 2-term dash with no prior knowledge of 
the subject and with teachers having no specific knowledge of their learning.  They also 
only do 5 subjects. Standard Grade also allowed for a subject to be taught at 2 levels, this 
allowed teachers to stretch pupils with the insurance of a lower level of attainment in the 
background.  S3 also now seems a wasted year, with many pupils not carrying on subjects 
from S3 into S4. 

Having S4-S6 together could lead to greater flexibility but for the lack of resources including 
courses and teachers.  This has therefore led to multi-level classes which are impossible to 
teach.  This is not good for pupils.  Pupils only have a limited choice of subjects as teacher 
shortages increase. 

b)    Education Scotland says the Senior Phase has the “flexibility to offer a range of 
pathways that meet the needs and raise the attainment levels of all learners”. How does 
your school offer flexibility to its learners through the Senior Phase and how does this 
impact on the range of subjects available and the depth of pupils’ learning? 

With budget cuts and the shortages in staffing flexibility is curtailed by the lack of resources.  
The choice of subjects is not determined by what the pupils need or want to study but by 
the availability of staff in each school.  Every school is different.  We have lost consistency 
and standards in Scottish Education by giving too much power to individual head teachers 
and the curriculum is too open to interpretation.  We need a robust curriculum to give every 
one of our pupils the same chances to achieve. 

We need to update our subjects. Traditional subjects are no longer in demand and we need 
to look at equipping our pupils with the skills and knowledge that they need in the 
technological age. 

c)    Do you think there has been a narrowing of the range of subjects and subject choices 
in: 

I.        broad general education (BGE)? 

Some subjects are not taught at all due to staffing in years 1-3.  No clear guidance on 
modes that must be covered which again gives patchy coverage.                           

II.        S4? 

Pupils do not always carry on the subjects into S4 that they studied in S3.  The choice is 
also sadly lacking as they only chose 5, which after English and maths reduces the choice 
to 3. 

https://education.gov.scot/parentzone/learning-in-scotland/senior-phase/What%20is%20the%20senior%20phase?
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This is a long way from the 7 or 8 that we did under Standard Grade. 

III.        S5? 

This follows on from the reduction at S4 and again due to the lack in supply of staff senior 
pupils are restricted to what there is staff available for. As the choices are narrowed at S4 
so they are going into S5. 

IV.        S6? 

Same as S5 

d)    What are the factors that influence the range of subject choices? Possible factors 
include: curriculum timetabling; local decision making; school size; area and school 
demography. 

Tradition:  Schools are slow to change their offer in response to the changes in the external 
environment.  We are not equipping our pupils well for the modern world. 

Head teachers: They are setting their own agendas and it is often based on their own 
subject area. Again, we need a robust curriculum so every school has a breadth of 
subjects. 

Timetabling: Lots of split classes, especially at certificate level do not help the attainment 
levels. This also adds extra workload onto staff. 

Area: Rural areas find it hard to “share” courses because of travelling time.  Perhaps more 
investment in IT is needs to create a solution for this.  Rural areas also seem to have been 
hardest hit by the teacher shortage. 

School Size: Smaller schools definitely have less scope for flexibility again because of 
staffing. 

e)    Have you experienced any changes in the level of uptake in particular subjects in the 
past 5 years? If so, what subjects in particular and what do you think has caused this 
change? 

Business Studies has seen year on year increases over the past 5 years.  This is because 
all of our subjects are relevant, they change with the work environment and more people 
study Business Studies than any other subject in further and higher education.  The growth 
could be higher but in my school, there is no contact with S1 and S2 which is wrong as 
Digital literacy is now a national priority. Alo0 Business is “tacked” on to other departments 
to make up a faculty in our region.   

f)     What is the impact, positive or negative, of any limitations on subject choices? 

I preferred when pupils could choose 7/8 subject at standard grade and then narrow their 
choices in S5.  Now pupils are being asked to choose too soon and in a lot of cases are 
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making ill informed decisions that leave them in a subject that they do not enjoy.  The 2 2 2 
system was far superior to the CfE 3 and 3.  The only motivation for it seems to have been 
in cost cutting and not to improve the standard of teaching and learning. 

 

 

 


