
 

PARENT COUNCIL, GLASGOW GAELIC SCHOOL 
 

Parents with pupils in the Senior Phase were asked to gather views from the Parent Forum 
of Sgoil Ghàidhlig Ghlaschu (SGG). These were then discussed at a Parent Council 
committee meeting which took place on 28th February 2018 and the wide-ranging 
discussion and view of parents are captured in the responses to the question posed by 
Committee below.  
 
Question A 
 
Has the structure of the senior phase of the Curriculum for Excellence allowed for 
better learning and overall achievement than previously? 
 
Given the success of pupils at Sgoil Ghàidhlig Ghlaschu (SGG) in terms of attainment over 
the years before Curriculum for Excellence (CFE), one could argue that the Curriculum for 
Excellence and the structure of the Senior Phase has done nothing to deter the continued 
high attainment levels achieved by pupils. 
 
One question is whether those pupils who struggle academically at National 5 and Higher 
levels have found better or more flexible or other learning opportunities through the CFE? 
SGG has developed an array of learner journeys and the high proportion of pupils leaving 
and entering positive destinations would suggests that the flexibility of CFE has served the 
whole school community well.  
 
Of significant concern to our School Community is not so much the structure of the Senior 
Phase but the availability of Gaelic speaking teachers to teach our children through the 
medium of Gaelic in their chosen subjects. The ability of the school to teach subjects in 
Gaelic is wholly dependent on the availability of subject Gaelic speaking staff and this can 
vary through natural staff turnover and lack of replacement staff. The school have managed 
through employment of English-speaking staff and partnerships with other schools and 
colleges, to maintain high levels of achievement in a broad range of subjects.  
 
Question B 
 
How does your school offer flexibility to its learners through the senior phase and 
how does this impact on the range of subjects available and the depth of pupil’s 
learning? 
 
In S4 pupils must select Gàidhlig, English and Maths and select a further five subjects from 
a list of option columns. Our experience in SGG is one where pupils can be presented early 
for National 5 and Higher exams and we have flexibility here for pupils to develop additional 
depth and / or breadth through selection of Advanced Higher courses (where available) or 
additional subjects where relevant. Some Advanced Higher course are offered by the 
School (dependent on pupil demand and teacher / timetabling availability) or can be offered 
by local partner schools where pupils can embed in another school’s Advanced Higher 
course.  Pupils can also attend the Glasgow Caledonian University Advanced Higher Hub 
which is a central resource for all of Glasgow’s secondary schools.  It would be helpful if 
Geography could be added to the subjects offered by the GCU AH Hub as this is very much 
a shortage subject in GME. 



 

 
The school has partnerships with local colleges for vocational courses and streamlining of 
timetabling is enabling pupil choice to take up vocational studies. The Schools College 
Partnership has courses from Level 1 to Level 7 and pupils from SGG have attended 
college for a range of specialist subjects at Level 6, equivalent to Higher, and Level 7 
equivalent to Advanced Higher e.g. H Psychology, Level 6 Legal Studies and Level 7 
Anatomy.  The school also participates in Developing the Young Workforce through 
enabling work experience and offering Foundation Apprenticeships. These multiple learning 
pathway options are facilitating pupils’ transitions to positive destinations either in further 
education or into the workforce.  
 
Again, what is of concern is the fragility of the teacher workforce to offer these subject 
choices through the medium of Gaelic. Inevitably, course delivered outside the school will 
almost always be through the medium of English.  
 
Question C  
 
Do you think there has been a narrowing of the range of subjects and subject 
choices in broad general education and S4? 
 
In SGG, the school aims to offer flexibility in subject choices and there has not been a 
narrowing of subjects on offer. The ability of the school to offer broad general education and 
S4 subjects through the medium of Gaelic has come under pressure with an increasing 
school roll and general shortage of subject-specific teachers with Gaelic  
 
 
Question D 
 
What are the factors that influence the range of subject choices? 
 
Primarily the availability of Gaelic speaking staff and timetabling. Where there are 
timetabling conflicts the school appear flexible in accommodating pupil choice and have 
partnerships with other schools and further education colleges to offer a wide range of 
subject choices. The blend of opportunities for pupils to pursue vocational or traditional 
subject choices in more depth appears to work well given the high attainment figures and 
high positive destination figures for SGG pupils.  
 
Question E 
 
Have you experienced any changes in particular subjects in the past five years? 
 
What has caused this change? 
 
It remains challenging to recruit Gaelic speaking subject-specific teachers to offer pupils the 
full range of subjects to present for the examinations in Gaelic.   With the increase in pupils 
in primary Gaelic Medium Education in recent years, and these numbers now flowing 
through into secondary school, this will be a significant challenge going forward. Both the 
increase in pupil numbers and the increase in the number of Gaelic schools offering 
subjects from BGE onwards will dilute the ability of schools like SGG to offer subjects 



 

through Gaelic unless there is a significant upturn in the number of new teachers coming 
though.  
 
Question F 
 
What is the impact, positive or negative, of any limitations on subject choices? 
 
Flexibility and choice have served SGG pupils well with the school being able to work in 
partnership to allow pupil subject choices to be accommodated. This however creates 
pressure on timetabling and staff commitment and pupils show great resilience in adopting 
learner journeys that take them outside their normal school and peer-groups. The whole 
school community would like to see as many subjects as possible offered through the 
medium of Gaelic and it is a travesty that the extent to which subjects can be offered 
through Gaelic from year-to-year is simply dependent on whether a teacher is available or 
not. Whilst the school has worked hard not to limit subject choice and learner pathways for 
pupils, the diminution of Gaelic in this offering is of great concern to us as a Gaelic 
community.  
 
 
 

 


